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Continued appeals force BC Hydro to abandon
Duke Point Power Project

“Risk of project not being ready on time now too great”

VANCOUVER - BC Hydro today announced it is abandoning the proposed Duke Point
Power Project because the continuing appeal process means the risk is too great the plant will
not be built in time. This follows the decision on Tuesday by the B.C. Court of Appeal to hear
an appeal of the project by a number of intervenors.

“Our priority throughout has been the reliability of electricity supply to our customers on
Vancouver Island and the risks to that are now too great,” said Bev Van Ruyven, BC Hydro
Senior Vice President, Distribution.  “Given that, we have decided to exit from the project,
something we are able to do as part of our contract with Duke Point Power without any
additional cost.”

Canceling the project does come with reliability of supply implications.  This is,
however, something that will be focused on from both a short and longer term perspective.

“From a short term reliability perspective, we need to ensure that there will be enough
supply on Vancouver Island until the new transmission line comes in,” added Van Ruyven. “We
will do that by trying to extend the life of the current transmission cable and making load
curtailment arrangements with industrial customers that may be needed between 2007 and when
a new transmission lines comes into service.”

“For the longer term, we will look at how the next call for new energy supply to the
private sector needs to be adjusted to take into consideration today’s decision.   As well, we
will use the upcoming second round of our Integrated Electricity Planning workshops to discuss
– particularly on Vancouver Island – how our next portfolio of resources can take into
consideration today’s decision. This will get us more input to help make a decision.”

In making this decision, BC Hydro would like to recognize all the efforts of DPP
throughout the last year.

“DPP has been very professional throughout this process,” concluded Van Ruyven.
“We hope we will be able to work with them again in the future.”



- 2 -

- 30 -
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