
October 26, 2012  
 
Ms. Erica Hamilton 
Commission Secretary 
British Columbia Utilities Commission 
Sixth Floor - 900 Howe Street 
Vancouver, BC V6Z 2N3 
 
Dear Ms. Hamilton: 
 
 Via email: Commission.secretary@bcuc.com 
 

Re: Intervener Information Request No. 1 
Fortis BC Application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity  
for the Advanced Metering Infrastructure Project No. 3698682 

 
The Nelson-Creston Green Party Constituency Association wishes FortisBC to respond 
to the following questions and information requests: 
 

1. Does FortisBC believe that the traditional utility business model (selling more 
electricity to generate more profit) provides enough incentive to discourage 
wasteful electricity use? 
 

2. How does FortisBC reconcile the financial objective to provide shareholder 
dividends with the objective of saving energy through customer energy efficiency 
programs?  

 
3. What percentage of its annual electricity needs has FortisBC had to purchase 

from other utilities for the years 2007 to 2011?  
 

4. What is the annual cost of electricity FortisBC purchased from other utilities for 
the years 2007 to 2011? 
 

5. Please list the residential customer information and behaviour energy efficiency 
programs initiated by FortisBC during the years 2007 to 2011. 
 

6. Please list the business and industrial customer information and behaviour 
energy efficiency programs initiated by FortisBC during the years 2007 to 2011. 

 
7. What were the annual expenditures made by FortisBC to encourage residential 

customer energy efficiency and conservation measures for the years 2007 to 
2011? Please provide as overall total spending and as an amount per residential 
customer. 

 
8. What were the annual expenditures made by FortisBC to encourage business 

and industrial customer energy efficiency and conservation measures for the 
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years 2007 to 2011? Please provide as overall total spending and as an amount 
per business and industrial customer. 
 

9. If smart meters are being rolled out to allow households to gain full control over 
their electricity consumption, why does FortisBC want to charge customers for an 
in-home monitoring device? 
 

10. Is FortisBC aware that pilot programs indicate that real-time feedback combined 
with useful details on energy use tends to generate the highest level of customer 
savings?  
 

11. Please provide a list of references that FortisBC has consulted to learn about the 
public health and cancer impacts of wireless technologies with regard to smart 
meters. 

 
12. Do any of the references consulted in question 11 include research by Cindy 

Sage and David O. Carpenter? 
 

13. Is FortisBC aware that hard-wired smart meters are being used in Idaho, 
Vermont, and Italy? 
 

14. Is FortisBC aware that the state of Idaho chose hard-wired smart meters 
because they were cheaper? 
 

15.  Please clarify the FortisBC policy with regard to time-of-use rates for customers. 
Is the utility in favour of them, or not? Does FortisBC intend to utilize such a rate 
structure after the installation of smart meters? 
 

Respectfully submitted by 
 
 
Michael Jessen 
On behalf of the Nelson-Creston Green Party Constituency Association 
5635 Highway 3A, Nelson, BC V1L 6N7 
Phone: (250) 229-5632 
Email: zerowaste@shaw.ca  

mailto:zerowaste@shaw.ca



