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W~lcome to our electrical community which spans from here to New Denver, Kaslo and Creston, all many
kilometres away. Many residents in the smaller communities along this route are unable to attend this
gathering due to time constraints and the economic impact of travelling such a distance. I hope I speak
for many of them as well today.

My presentation will not focus on the technical aspects of wireless smart meters since many of the
presenters you will hear today and in the next several days have the expertise in that area. My
expertise is watching a friend's journey over the last few years. As she is unable to be here today I
will share her journey with you.

My friend, Eileen, developed breast cancer at the age of 55. Radiation was used in her treatment. She
was living in a small town in the Okanagan area of our province, at that time, and noted that several
people on her street had developed cancer as well.

She began to experience a bewildering array of problems most people feel at one time or another such as
headaches, poor sleep quality with frequent wakefulness, ringing in her ears and depression. More
notable symptoms were skin problems including rashes, flushing, burning and tingling; memory problems
including confusion and poor concentration; chest pain and angina; as well as symptoms similar to chronic
fatigue and fibromyalgia which is experienced as aches, pains, cramps and spasms in joints and muscles
and debilitating fatigue.

After no diagnosis of her problems from the medical community, other than to suggest she consult a
psychiatrist, she began to explore further. Some limited information was available from Japan, at that
time, as Electrical Sensitivity had been recognized as a workplace related illness there. Unfortunately,
validation of this condition does not exist in most parts of the world, until, more recently when some
recognition has been given in Europe.

Eileen noticed that her chronic symptoms greatly intensified near ElectroMagnetic fields. Most places of
business are filled with electronic and electrical appliances, computers, monitors, faxes, printers,
photocopiers, air conditioners, dehumidifiers, electric fans, cordless phones, cell phones and
fluorescent lighting. Automobiles as well as trains, planes and transit systems contain wireless
computing and control systems.

In her community, shops, libraries, theatres, concert halls, restaurants, churches, schools, recreational
centers and family and friends' residences also have a full array of electronic and electrical devices.
Ironically, doctors' offices and hospitals are major mine fields of common triggers for most Electrically
Sensitive sufferers.

Initially, Eileen tried to shield herself from the ElectroMagnetic Radiation by avoiding many of the
problematic sources. She had to lead a very restricted life and felt like a prisoner- in her own home.
She could no longer work or even have close contact with her children and grandchildren. When the
exposure to the ElectroMagnetic Radiation was eliminated it took several days or weeks or sometimes
months for the effects to subside. She likened it to a person with auditory sensitivity trying to carry
on a normal life with someone shouting in both ears all the time.

Her next step was to find a place to live that was still a 'clean zone'. After much searching she
located a rural area within the FortisBC service area. However, within a few months of living there, a
cell tower was built near her newly constructed home negating her best efforts to live a more normal,
healthy life.

She was learning that there was no feasible way to shield herself from ElectroMagnetic pollution, a
byproduct of electronic and electrical devices. She wa~ learning that avoidance of ElectroMagnetic
Radiation presents major difficulties in our modern society.

We, as a society, are learning that some people are at greater risk from environmental pollution than
others. Those people with compromised immune systems, due to an array of initial causes, are most at risk.

We, as a society, are learning that all people are affected by electrical stimulation even though it is
below most people's conscious level of awareness. Nevertheless, pathological damage results over time
and is cumulative.

We have heard that a possible "opt out" of wireless smart meters may be granted to people with a medical
diagnosis of Electrical Sensitivity. If we look at the wireless smart meter grid that is being proposed
by FortisBC we see neighbouring wireless houses sending wireless signals to a wireless router that se~ds
the signals to a wireless collector/cell tower. We know that these devices emit ElectroMagnetic
radiation, most especially, the cell tower that would blanket large areas including the 'opt out' house.
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I hope that I have portrayed to you Eileen's profound journey during the past few years. Eileen is not
here today to represent herself. She could no longer tolerate the effects of ElectroMagnetic Radiation
and chose to end her life. For her, there was no place else to go.
Sadly, Eileen's is not an isolated case. It is generally accepted that between 3 and 7% of the
population are Electrically Sensitive from a moderate to severe degree and up to 35 to 48% are mild to
moderately affected.

FortisBc has a responsibility to its customers. Wireless smart meters have been installed in many places
in North America over the last few years. FortisBC is aware of the reported health problems from exposure
to high levels of radiation from the presence of wireless smart meters, the routers, and the cell towers
in the smart meter grid. To quote FortisBC: "the AMI solution is safe and secure and complies with
Health Canada Safety Code 6." This does not address the health concerns of its customer or how people
are to live normal, healthy lives within the smart meter grid. The research is out there to challenge the
safety of this project yet we hear nothing but good things from FortisBC.

Although, we do not hear all that much from FortisBC. A meeting to inform their West Kootenay customers
about wireless smart meters was held in Trail in June 2811. About 15 people attended the meeting. Many
of these people told FortisBC representatives that the notification process was lacking. In response, we
were told that notices were placed in daily newspapers throughout the area. This was challenged as the
area from New Denver to Slocan Valley and Kaslo receives newspapers twice monthly only. I live in that
area and was only able to attend after being notified by someone that receives a more frequent paper.
The meeting was sparsely attended also due to the time: Friday at 6pm which does not give the employed
person time to make the two and a half hour drive to Trail after work. FortisBC claimed to have done
their best, yet, in all the years that I have received their Powerlines newsletter, I did not read until
their fall 2812 newsletter about the proposed wireless smart meters or even their previous application in
2887 to the BCUC.

The BC Utilities Commission should not judge the merits of FortisBC's application based on the
information provided by them. Their statement that wireless smart meters have no health risks is not
substantiated by the current research. The World Health Organization tells us that this exposure is "a
possible carcinogen." Did we not hear at one time that asbestos, DDT, lead, mercury and tobacco among
other things, were considered safe?

pharmaceutical companies assured baby boomer menopausal women that Harmone
Replacement Therapy was safe. when we were still hesitant to believe them they
initiated a seven year study using humans
instead of animals. The study had to be aborted after several years as many women
in the test group developed breast cancer. These drugs are still on the market,
however, women have the choice
in using them. We were assured that thalidimide was safe for pregnant women to
ingest. Let's not continue to make the same mistakes.

I implore the commission: do not grant permission to FortisBC to install these life threatening wireless
devices!

Linda Louise
Passmore BC




