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Hello. Thank you for holding these public meetings and for allowing me to
speak.

My name is Kimberly Russell and I am a FortisBC customer. I own and live
in my home in Krestova, which is a small rural~0}2~unity between
Castlegar and Nelson. I am a disabled retired~~ and I live on a small fixed
income. However, I have studied the information available to me about
these wireless smart meters that the provincial government has decided
will teach me how to conserve energy and therefore will be good for the
environment.

Frankly, they scare the heck out of me. I have a steel rod in my spine, two
steel rods in my arm and one in my foot. I have heart problems that may at
some point require me to have a pace-maker. I understand that these
wireless smart meters can negatively affect pacemakers and may well be
responsible for several deaths because of that. I have older disabled
friends who rely on mechanical contrivances of one sort or another to stay
alive or functonal in other ways. Also, up to 30% of the population may
well suffer from electromagnetic hypersensity, to a lesser or more serious
degree. The BC Human Rights Tribunal has approved a class action suit
against BC Hydro on behalf of these people. I have many of the symptoms
but, as I currently am undergoing chemotherapy, I cannot be assessed by
my doctor at this time. I will make that a priority down the road when I
have recovered from the chemo. I am just so very thankful that I am not
also subjected to the radiation from smart meters at this time. I DO NOT
EVERWANT TO BE.

I am also very concerned about the fires that are breaking out as a result of
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smart meter installation. Several large insurance companies in California
are now refusing to insure homes that have wireless smart meters installed,
because of the high incidence of fires. If we have them installed here in BC,
I doubt if it will take long for the insurance companies here to follow the
lead of the insurance companies in California.

Not only might my home burn down, but I may well lose everything I have
invested in it.

I ~y and completely object to the forced installation of these meters by
FortisBC. If someone wants one, that's his or her choice. Otherwise we
should be able to keep our analogue meters. Mine works just fine!

As for this billion+ dollars investment that the installation of these smart
meters is costing, perhaps it would be more environmentally hepful to
spend it in other ways. for example, we could harvest the pine trees dying
allover BC instead of letting them lay and rot. We could set up crown
corporations to produce wood pellets for clean-burning wood stoves. This
would make use of, instead of wasting, a valuable resource and it would
also create a lot of employment instead of killing 500 jobs, as this smart
meter project is doing.

It is time for the government to mm;ple-cG-m-men~e:n:se""(Jf,e-t~ut
the goad-of tl Ie people instead of the good of lal ge cor porations.

Thank you for your time.
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