
Good evening, ladies and gentleman. I am a customer of

FortisBC and I would like to tell you and the BCUCwhy we do not

want our analog meter replaced with a wireless smart meter.
,t.~ ~

Cost issues

This is the largest technological rollout in BC's history and its

going to cost almost a billion dollars to implement and run. Who

is going to pay for this roll out? You can talk about financial

benefits but somebody has to pay for this and its going to be you

and me. Its either going to be reflected in your energy bill as a

infrastructure upgrade fee or in higher provincial taxes.

If these meters are installed we will be billed according to
no4 +r-o -+\1)+ r-~4e.

"time of use billing" rates with the highest rates being charged

between 7 AM and 10 PM. So if we want to pay the least per

kilowatt hour for the same amount of electricity that we used

prior to installation, we will have to use the biggest energy loads

before 7 AM and after 10 PM! We all live busy lives. It is going

to be hard to switch our electrical activities to off peak times so

we have no other alternatives but to pay the highest rates.
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These smart meters are going to need power to transmit your

info rmati 0n. These-sma rt-metees-ccele-p uts-e-eve,

and mlqht.consume.d-watt-per-prrlse. These meters could pulse

thousands of times per day and consequently use thousands of

watts per day. Rsm:e.;R;lee1-r®:v~half-afth-e--f)uIses-will -be-betwee n

7 AM and 10 PM'. Multiply that out for the length of the billing

period and it could equal a substantial amount of money. Who

is going to pay for those transmissions and how_will we know

that?

There are reports of individuals that have shut off their main

breaker and after viewing their energy consumption on line for

those days, were surprised to see that their smart meter was

recording energy consumption!

There is~rt~er cost that will be reflected on your energy bill.

It's called a data repository fee. All that information that is

collected from you will need to be stored and that will cost. You

are going to pay for the cost of storing your information collected

without your consent.
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And what about the hidden costs. Businesses will be forced to

accept smart meters and their energy bills will increase as well.

They are not going to absorb that expense. They will be adding

that extra expense into the cost of their products and/or services

and in the end, you will have to pay more for your goods or

services.

We are told that there will be savings by introducing the smart

meter. Most people report increases in their electrical bill.

Incidentally these meters will have remote shut off

capabilities, so if you don't pay your bill because it has spiked

300 0/0 .•• , the utility can shut off your power remotely.

Privacy and Consent

There is also a privacy issue in regards to the protection of

that information collected and who has access to that

information. Can some or all of this information be sold or

shared? Who owns that information once it's collected and in the

possession of the utility company? I have a hard time trusting

corporations that are profit driven and have divested interests in
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the installation of smart meters to protect my personal

information. ~. J- f,U_

In the states, power companies are fighting to have no 3rd

party liability in the event that information is stolen or hacked.

So what recourse do we have as consumers if there is a privacy

breach? None.

Fire Liability

There have been numerous fires from faulty connections after

the installation of smart meters in California and Ontario.

According to an Ontario's fire marshal's report, "the four pronged

sockets that meters plug into can become compromised and start

to burn if they're old or suffer rough handling during installation".

If you have insurance, your carrier will probably replace what was

destroyed in the event of a fire, (but some things are

irreplaceable) however your premium will be affected. If you

don't have fire insurance, will the utility company replace and

restore what was lost? Or will you be told that "you own the base

plate so you should have made sure that the base plate was in
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good condition. Will FortisBC accept liability in the event of a

fire?" I am guessing that's a no.

Health and Exposure

Exposure guidelines for R/F microwave radiation are deadly

because they are based on the obsolete and unfounded theory

that microwave radiation is only dangerous if it heats the tissue.

The Federal Communications Commission refers to this as

"thermal" effects. It has been known for many years that

exposure to very high levels of RF radiation can be harmful

because they cook you from the inside out. However, scientists

and doctors from around the world are expressing concerns about

our exposure to microwave radiation, especially in the non

thermal range.

One reporter called it "slow burn" radiation because its

mechanisms are cumulative, progressive, on going and often

involves whole body exposure with latency periods of months to

years. You can't see it, touch it, hear it, smell it or taste it, but

its there.
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The World Health Organization in May of 2011 declared RF

ith engine exhaust, lead, and DDT.

radiation as a "possible human carcinogen" placing it in Class 2B,

There are complaints of tinnitus, headaches, nausea,

sleeplessness, heart arrhythmia and other symptoms from

I exposure to non thermal microwave radiation.
I

Dr David

Carpenter says "There is evidence that exposure to RF radiation

I at elevated levels for long periods of time increases the risk of

cancer, increases the damage to the nervous system, causes,

electro-sensitivity, has adverse reproductive effects and a variety

. of other effects on different organ systems."

Daniel Hirsch, a lecturer and expert in nuclear policy at UCSC

(university of California, Santa Cruz) took a second look at smart

meter report released by the CCST (California council on science

and technology) and found that after analyzing the data and

correcting for whole body cumulative exposure, smart meters

appeared to be at least 100x more powerful than cell phones

when measuring cumulative whole body exposure.

6



The continual 2-3 millisecond micro bursts of microwave that's
to av\.~ !J/ ~ phh

transmitted from smart meters penetrates buildings and bodies is

also the most dangerous form of microwave transmission,

especially in the 900 MHz and and 2.45 GHz frequency range.

~Brief spikes in time frames of milliseconds are far more

biologically destructive than steady stream microwave. This is

science.

So I would like to ask this question, why has there not been

closer inspection of the hundreds of peer reviewed studies done

on non thermal, cumulative, whole body exposure, intensity and

pulse microwave and there synergistic effects on biological

processes? This is the form of microwave that we will be exposed- ~--
to every day from our smart meter. The smart meter is for the

benefit of the utility company and at the expense of the consumer

who has to live with this constant exposure everyday.

Cluster meters

There are high density complexes that have a number of
o~

meters affixed to a wall.1I' If a single meter is pulsing at 300

microwatts per centimeter squared (uW/cm2), thousands of times
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per 24 hour period and there are 25 units. That is an

accumulated peak power density of 7500 uW/cm2 pulsing in

front of that bank of meters. Did you know that FCC ( Federal

Communications Commission) guidelines say that you shouldn't

be subjected to a field of 600 uW/cm2 for more that 30 minutes!

And these guide lines are outdated, based on outdated science.

The Bioinitiative Report (an international working group of

scientists, researchers and public health professionals)

recommends "a precautionary limit of 0.1 uW/cm2 should be

adopted for outdoor, cumulative RF exposure. This reflects the

current RF science and prudent public health response that would

reasonably be set for pulsed RF (ambient) exposure where people

live, work and go to school."

Why has there been no consideration given on the health

effects of banks of smart meters placed on one wall in a multiple

housing complex. Pity the owner or renter of the unit in front or

behind this wall of meters or the children who decide to play in

front of the meters.
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Conclusion

In closing we would like to see a complete stoppage of all
.,..",.

installations of wireless smart meters in the province of BC and

request that we be allowed to keep our analog meter. Why?

-We have not been told what the true cost of implementing and

maintaining a smart meter grid will be to the consumer.

-Government has not implemented laws that reflect the type and

scope of privacy infringement that will occur once these meters

are installed.

-We have not been assured of their safety and what recourse we

have in the event of a fire.

-Government has not given enough credence to the multitude of

peer reviewed studies done on 900 MHz and 2.45 GHz pulsed low

intensity microwave transmissions and their detrimental effects

on human health on single family residences and in high density

residential complexes.

We are asking that the BCUC refuse Fortis Inc the right to replace

your analog meter with an unproven, unsafe wireless smart
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meter that will relay private information about you to a utility

corporation without your consent.

Thank-you
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