
From: cpost@uniserve.com
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX; Dix.MLA, Adrian LASS:EX; Mungall.

MLA, Michelle LASS:EX; alex.atamanenko.c1@parl.gc.ca; Horgan.
MLA, John LASS:EX; 

Subject: Re: Fortis BC AMI CPCN
Date: Friday, November 23, 2012 2:50:54 PM

Erica Hamilton
Commission Secretary
British Columbia Utilities Commission 
 
Letter of Comment Re: FortisBC Inc Advanced Metering 
Infrastructure CPCN
 
Subject: RDCK and Nelson-Creston suspension requests
 
I am only a registered interested party but I would like to submit a letter of 
comment regarding the suspension requests. 

●     November 16, 2012 email from Andy Shadrack (Exhibit C13-6), 
●     November 16, 2012 letter from Nelson-Creston Green Party (Exhibit 

C18-5) 
●     November 13, 2012 email from Cliff Paluck (Exhibit C19-5) 
●     November 22, 2012 letter Alex Atamanenko (Exhibit C-1)

As a residential customer, I would prefer the current electrical system in the 
Kootenays to stay as much the same as possible, so I do not really support 
any of the options, however,
the Fortis BC AMI application 2012 should include Power Line 
Communication (PLC), wireless and wired business cases. 
 
I note that the above registered interveners are all residents of the area 
that will be immediately affected by the implementation of wireless 
should the application be approved.

http://aaemonline.org/pressadvisoryemf.pdf

On Apr. 12, 2012 The American Academy of Environmental Medicine 
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(AAEM) issued a press advisory that called for:

• Immediate caution regarding “Smart Meter” installation due to potentially 
harmful
RF exposure
• Accommodation for health considerations regarding EMF and RF exposure,
including exposure to wireless “Smart Meter” technology.
 
As a residential customer I am concerned about all the business cases in this 
application, and though I believe a wired business case should
have been included, I am concerned that if a wired option is considered it is 
automatically assumed that that will be adopted.
 
http://www.euractiv.com/specialreport-access-energy/consumers-weak-
smart-meter-roll-news-513445
Doubts cast over consumer benefits of smart meters 
June 22, 2012

Consumers representatives worry that producers and energy suppliers 
“could be the ones taking all the benefits” from the EU-wide deployment of 
smart-metering systems.

If demand-response becomes compulsory there will be some low-income 
consumers who are already using very little energy for very basic activities 
and will not be able to reduce their consumption any further, Monika 
Stajnarova, an expert on smart meters for BEUC told EurActiv.

““We are against the mandatory roll out [of smart meters] for the whole 
population - some consumers will pay for the smart meter all the while not 
being able to benefit from them. Consumers need to be given the choice,” 
Stajnarova said.

The BEUC report shows that the possible hypotheses the Commission has 
used to draw its conclusion on the consumers' need for smart meters is 
“too general with regards to the plurality of consumers, and the huge 
diversity of practices involved in households”. To present, there is no study 
that considers the diversity of consumers when assessing the energy 
savings potential, the report found.

 

http://www.euractiv.com/consumers-unaware-smart-meters-a-news-
514432 Aug. 24, 2012
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“Smart meters might be beneficial to some consumers, but we certainly 
have doubts about whether they will be beneficial to all consumers,” 
Johannes Kleis of European consumer group BEUC told EurActiv. He says 
energy suppliers “could be the ones taking all the benefits” from the EU-
wide deployment of smart-metering systems.

If the national cost-benefit analysis due later this year find them beneficial, 
smart meters could become compulsory across Europe. But low-income 
households will not be able to reduce their consumption much further, 
warns Monika Stajnarova, an expert on smart meters at BEUC, because they 
are already using energy for very basic needs.

“We are against the mandatory roll out [of smart meters] for the whole 
population - some consumers will pay for the smart meter all the while not 
being able to benefit from them. Consumers need to be given the choice,” 
Stajnarova told EurActiv.

I support choice for the smart meter wired or wireless or PLC.  

“No man is good enough to govern another man without that other's 
consent.”  Abraham Lincoln Oct. 16, 1854.
 
Christina Postnikoff
3093 Fofonow Rd
Nelson, BC  V1L 6Y5
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