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Sir, 
        Thank you for inviting me to make comments concerning Fortis’ B.C. 
application of public convenience, r.e. smart meter installation.
Firstly, the title itself is somewhat misleading, it is not a public convenience, this 
application is 100 percent commercial convenience, and in fact a public 
inconvenience, the application is to do with profit margins only for a private 
power company.
Fortis claims that approximately $3.7 million worth of electricity is being stolen 
each year.  My power bill works out to about $1500 per year, divide that into 
$3.7 million would be equal to 2466 homes stealing their yearly supply of power 
every year.  I assume Fortis has evidence of such grand scale larceny, if they do it 
isn’t in the public record, for there is not a prosecution rate to substantiate such 
a claim.  I am suggesting this is an inflated ruse to gain public sympathy for their 
cause.
The installation of this smart meter has the long term effect of allowing the 
power company to micro manage the flow and usage of power coming into my 
home and determine when and how I shall use it with a cost adjustment in the 
upwards direction if I should step outside of their predetermined box.
Neither the natural gas nor petroleum companies have such control over my use 
of energy nor is it right that they should.  What are they going to do next, rent my 
use of the sun, superimpose a private tax on the amount of air I breath. 
This is a private utility company with a very heavy monopoly attempting to 
circumvent the God given right to use a product that I have paid for.  I wonder 
what the response would be if for instance Esso were to stipulate that it would 
only sell gasoline to people whose cars had a particular kind of meter which 
recorded the when where and how of every use of that vehicle, Esso would go 
bankrupt in no time because it isn’t a monopoly, and even in a restricted way 
must compete for its customers.
I deem this an invasion of my privacy and an affront to my personal choices 
which no private company which is totally profit motivated has the right to.
All this is apart from the safety concerns, fires and uncontrolled microwaves, 
unlike the  appliance which is contained, haven’t we been warned about the 
dangers of leaky microwave ovens, now we are going to introduce the same 
dangers to our homes! The effects especially on the young and underdeveloped 
have not been subject to the rigorous testing that common decency demands.
The strictest controls in the public interest are demanded over any monopoly, 
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especially one that has the potential to inflict such grave and dangerous 
consequences to the health and wellbeing to the general and vulnerable 
population.
 One should never side with the strong against the weak.    Let right be 
done.                                                   
                                       I am yours sir Norman Bibby.  




