
From: cpost@uniserve.com [mailto:cpost@uniserve.com] 

Sent: Thursday, December 27, 2012 1:32 PM 
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX; Dix.MLA, Adrian LASS:EX; Mungall.MLA, Michelle LASS:EX; 

alex.atamanenko.c1@parl.gc.ca; Horgan.MLA, John LASS:EX 
Subject: Re: Fortis BC AMI CPCN 
 

Erica Hamilton 

Commission Secretary 

British Columbia Utilities Commission 

  

Letter of Comment re Fortis BC AMI CPCN 

  

Would Fortis BC please explain how it functions as part of Fortis Inc. and how Fortis Inc. 

may influence its management decisions. Fortis Alberta and Fortis Maritime Electric PEI 

each offer power monitors to measure electrical usage of household appliances, similar to the 

KillaWatt program that Idaho Power offers.  

Some say that the energy meter is more helpful to the residential customer than the smart 

meter. Why has Fortis BC not provided its customers with access to  

these types of meters. Fortis BC, Maritime Electric and Fortis Alberta all provide energy 

calculators, but Fortis BCs is hard to find on its website. Fortis BC may provide an  

energy meter, but I could not find it on the website. Fortis Inc. is in the process of acquiring 

Central Hudson Energy (see below) to be completed in 2013. 

Could Fortis BC also  please explain what percentage of the residential customers rate goes 

to fund the project cases and the staff that deal with the project cases.  

http://fortisbc.com/EnergySolutions/ProjectCases/Pages/default.aspx. 
  

CH Energy buyout by Fortis Inc. needs just one more approval ($1.5B) 

http://www.dailyfreeman.com/articles/2012/10/09/news/doc5074913f6be1c286702453.txt 

Published: Tuesday, October 09, 2012 

“Commission Chairman Garry Brown said during a meeting in June that he wanted to know 

how much accountability Fortis will have for service to CH Energy’s 300,000 electricity 

customers and 75,000 natural gas customers in eight Hudson Valley counties. He also asked 

Fortis and CH Energy to explain their administrative decision-making process and wanted to 

know whether Fortis will have “supremacy” over decisions. 

 

Other commissioners wanted information about public benefits beyond those in the two 

years laid out by Fortis in the initial takeover plan, what employment reductions were 

possible, what was meant by statements that there would “expertise sharing” among 

CH Energy and other Fortis companies and what guidelines should be considered for 

foreign ownership of an American utility.” 

  

Power Monitors/Energy Meters 
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http://www.maritimeelectric.com/energy_conservation/en_energy_calculator.aspx 

Want a more detailed look at energy use in your home? Borrow an Energy Meter from the 

PEI Provincial Library or from the PEI Office of Energy Efficiency 

  

http://www.fortisalberta.com/residential/energy/power/Pages/default.aspx 

Power Monitors  
As part of our Energy Your WayTM energy efficiency program, we donated power monitors 
to select libraries within our service territory.  

Power monitors are small devices that measure and display 
the electrical usage of household appliances as well as the cost 
of running the appliance. 

Power monitors can help you: 

 find out how much electricity your appliances are using  
 find out which of your appliances are costing you the most money  
 check numerous other electrical measurements for your appliances including their 

active power (wattage) and voltage 

ttp://www.fortisalberta.com/residential/energy/calculator/Pages/default.aspx Energy Cost 
Calculator appliances  
http://www.fortisalberta.com/residential/energy/savings/Pages/default.aspx electricity 
saving tips for appliances 

http://fortisbc.com/Electricity/PowerSense/BrightIdeas/Pages/Energy-efficiency-
calculator.aspx 

Understanding how energy is used in your home is the first step toward managing your 
energy costs.  

Enter how many of each item you have in each room and the approximate hours per week 
that the item is used. For time periods shorter than one hour, enter a decimal (eg: 15 
minutes = 0.25).  

Note that you don't have to fill out the entire form - you can simply see what your toaster 
costs you a month.  

This calculator uses a kilowatt-hour rate of 9.447 cents. 

Fortis Inc. Algoma Power  http://www.algomapower.com/about/index.aspx?l=0,1,5,149 
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By the end of 2012, Time-of-Use (T.O.U.) rates will be implemented across Ontario. Please 
note that these rates are not yet in effect. T.O.U. rates will be implemented for Algoma 
Power Inc. customers starting January 1, 2013.  

Fortis BC Newfoundland Power 

https://secure.newfoundlandpower.com/CustomerRelations/YourAccount/MeterReading/
UnderstandingDemand.aspx  
Understanding Electrical Demand  

 
 

Understanding electrical demand and how it affects your bill is a critical part of 
understanding your energy bill. This article explains the concept of electrical demand and 
how it is measured. It also provides some tips that may help you to effectively control your 
demand costs. 

http://pulpnetwork.blogspot.ca/2008/01/psc-requires-more-study-before-allowing.html 

http://stationsixunderground.blogspot.ca/2012/06/smart-meters-come-to-hudson-
valley.html 
“The fact that Central Hudson is giving away these meters for free is a sign that the real 
advantage is not to the consumer. New technology always has the allure of being trendy, 
and giving a person social status. We all want to be the first to have a new gadget, and 
come to believe we can't live without something our neighbors have. Customers here are 
being lured by the promise of convenience and lower bills, but there are some major 
pitfalls.” 

How Science Can Deceive You about Your Cell Phone  

http://articles.mercola.com/sites/articles/archive/2012/12/20/cell-phone-research-
deception.aspx?e_cid=20121220_DNL_art_2 

http://www.centralhudson.com/homeenergysaver/ 
“Central Hudson Gas & Electric Corp., the Town of Red Hook, the Village of Red Hook and the Village 

of Tivoli are working together to launch a pilot project to help residents and small business owners 

better-manage their energy use and reduce electric usage during periods of peak demand. The pilot will 

also assess the potential of this technology to reduce or avoid utility infrastructure upgrades in specific 

areas by lowering peak energy demands on the local electric distribution system.”  
  
  
stopsmartmeters.org.uk/.../Jamieson-I.-Smart-Meters-Weather-Extre... 
“Author: Dr Isaac Jamieson 
Smart Meters and Weather Extremes – Set to Fail? 
What happens when weather is colder than smart meters can operate? 
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Introduction 
In many countries, most smart meters are located outdoors. In others, the opposite is 
true. When located indoors, the meters are normally protected from weather extremes 
but can still increase individuals’ exposures to both radiofrequency and microwave 
radiation. [Smart meter wireless communications are normally in the microwave range, 
with their switched mode power supplies causing exposures to frequencies in the 
radiowave range]. 
When located outdoors, smart meters may be more likely to fail or malfunction 
during weather extremes, due to poor product design and specification, than 
the analogue meters they were designed to replace. It appears manufacturers may 
have failed to test the operation of smart meters at the extremely low temperatures 
that can sometimes be encountered outdoors.” 
  
  
  
Thank you. 
  
Christina Postnikoff 
3093 Fofonow Rd 
Nelson, BC   V1L 6Y5 
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