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Dear SirslMesdames: 

FARRIS 

Our File No.: 05497-0216-0000 

February 26,2013 

Re: FortisBC Inc. (FortisBC) - Application for a Certificate of Public 
Convenience and Necessity for the Advanced Metering Infrastructure 
Project (AMI Project) 

I write further to Mr. Aaron's letter dated February 25,2013, which we received at 3:57 pm on February 
25, three minutes before the deadline for raising preliminary matters. 

I note the following. 

Appendix C-5 of Exhibit B-1 (FortisBC's application) is the report entitled "Status of Research on 
Radiofrequency Exposure and Health in Relation to Advanced Metering Infrastructure" dated October 
13,2011. It was prepared by Exponent and filed together with the rest of FortisBC's application on July 
26,2012, seven months ago. 

In response to a question from Mr. Aaron and then the Commission Panel at the Procedural Conference, 
I addressed our reliance on this report and our anticipation that at least Dr. Bailey, one of its authors, 
would be testifying at the oral hearing (pp. 70-73). I indicated that we did not anticipate filing further 
material though did not foreclose the possibility of doing so once intervener evidence had been received. 
This exchange was commenced by Mr. Aaron's observation on page 70 that: 

Witl:rt respect to expert evidence on health issues, I had troubling [sic] hearing the 
representative of Fortis today, and I am not sure if we have had information as to whether 
Fortis intends to adduce further opinion evidence on health issues, and how many experts 
it intends to put forward on that issue. We have the Exponent report as part of Fortis's 
application package. [underlining and italics added] 
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At page 75 of the transcript, Mr. Aaron notes: "We look forward to finding out who are the authors of 
the expert Exponent report and having an opportunity to cross-examine those authors, along with any 
other experts that Fortis is going to put forward" (underlining and italics added). At page 81, Mr. Aaron 
noted: "Our view that we will seek to cross-examine Fortis's experts, the ones that are authors of the 
Exponent report and also cross-examine on the very nature of the RF issues". 

On November 9, 2012, in response to information requests from Mr. Aaron's client, the Citizens for 
Safe Technology Society (CSTS), FortisBC confirmed that Dr. Bailey was an author of the Exponent 
report and also identified Dr. Shkolnikovas being among the authors of the report (lRI 23.1) (Exhibit B-
11). FortisBC also provided the CVs ofthe authors of the report (Appendix CSTS IRI 23.4) (Exhibit B-
11). The CVs of Dr. Bailey and Dr. Shkolnikov enclosed on November 9, 2012 are the same CVs 
enclosed with my letter of February 20, 2013 which identified the full membership of FortisBC's 
witness panels (Exhibit B-32). My February 20 letter again confirmed that Dr. Bailey and Dr. 
Shkolnikov are among the authors of the Exponent report. 

As a practical matter, and as is normal course in Commission hearings, we do not anticipate that apart 
from an opening statement, review of their CV s, and the addressing of any corrections, our witness 
panels will do more than adopt their pre-filed evidence before the floor is opened for cross-examination. 
We expect this is the case for all the witnesses who will be testifying, whether from FortisBC or other 
participants. 

In my submission there is no proper basis for attempting to prohibit opinion evidence either in chief 
(within the parameters set for all evidence - whether of opinion or fact - at the hearing, namely that pre
filed evidence is largely to be adopted in lieu of direct examination) or in response to questions from 
other participants or the Commission Panel. 

Yours truly, 

FARRIS, VAUGHAN, WILLS & MURPHY LLP 

Per: ~~ 
Ludmila B. Herbst 

LBHlIs 
c.c.: Registered Interveners 

Boughton Law Corporation - Attention: Gordon Fulton, Q.C. 
FortisBC Inc. - Attention: Dennis Swanson 
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