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From: Bob Lerch 
Sent: Friday, February 22, 2013 2:01 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: Fortis "Experts"

  
 
FORTIS  
 
Exponent is Coming! Exponent is Coming! 
 
So? What is Exponent and why should we care? 
 
Exponent is part of the product defense industry whose mandate is to cast doubt on the reliability of 
independently funded scientific studies of certain suspect products. They cast doubt by exhibiting contradictory 
scientific studies that are funded by the industries that produce those suspect products. David Michaels, head of 
the U.S. Department of Labor Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA), in his book Doubt is 
Their Product, states that "I have yet to see an Exponent study that does not support the conclusion needed by 
the corporation or trade association that is paying the bill." 
 
The product defense industry cut its teeth defending Big Tobacco. That Big tobacco is still with us is a measure 
of their ability to defend what any reasonable person would consider the indefensible. 
 
Yes, they are good at what they do. 
 
Take Vioxx, for example. David Case, (Manufacturing Doubt in Product Defense) tells of independent 
cardiologists warning that Vioxx was responsible for double the amount of heart attacks as other drugs. The 
product defense industry went to work and Vioxx was kept on the market for an additional 3 years. The FDA 
estimates that Vioxx was responsible for 88,000 to 139,000 heart attacks. 
 
Think of a product that needs defending: asbestos, lead in gasoline, dirty coal, wireless smart meters - and 
Exponent and its brethern will be there to work their magic.  
 
Why should we care? 
 
Exponent is coming to defend Fortis' application to put wireless smart meters on your homes. The fact that 
Fortis has chosen a company that is acclaimed for its success in defending suspect products should immediately 
set off the alarm bells. Any product that is good and is known to be good doesn't need to be defended by the 
likes of Exponent. That Fortis has chosen Exponent should tell us all we need to know about wireless smart 
meters. And that is that wireless smart meters are suspect products for good reason. 
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