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Name (first and last) Lynn Bandura Date: 2-Aug-16

Comment: Please specify the reasons for your interest in the proceeding, your views concerning the proceeding, any 
relevant information that supports or explains your views, the conclusion you support and any recommendations. The 
Commission may disallow comments that do not comply with the Rules of Practice and Procedure.

There is a country where winters are cold and where the rich can afford to have new, well insulated, energy efficient 
homes filled with new energy efficient appliances. Those rich people heat their homes with electricity and receive their 
electricity at a preferential, reduced rate while the old and the poor live in older, poorly insulated homes and make do 
with older appliances. Because they use more electricity in order to maintain a decent life, they are charged at a higher 
rate than the rich. And that country is here - Canada! 
  
I am absolutely insulted that the BC government sees fit to treat its citizens as if they are ignorant, lesser beings who 
need to be taught a painful financial lesson about energy conservation via the Residential Inclining Block Electricity 
Rates, also known as the Residential Conservation Rate. I am equally insulted by your request that I show that I am 
"aware of ways to mitigate any impacts". I think that we all know that the more we use, the more we pay. But we also 
are smart enough to figure out that a $14 light bulb is not going to make enough difference in our electricity bill to 
make it a good investment! Wouldn't we all want to have a nice new modern home, but we can't all afford that. Nor 
can we, nor should we, throw good money after bad and upgrade our homes at a cost higher than the energy saving 
and higher than any gain in real estate value. It just doesn't make sense. 
  
To bring many homes to a standard where the higher electricity rate would not come into effect in the winter would 
cost more than any sane person should invest. We are left to either install a propane heat source, burn wood, or pay 
more than we should have to in electric costs. I do burn wood when I have to, but worry about a fire in the night and 
suffer breathing issues from the smoke. The cost of buying firewood, if you are not young enough to cut your own, is 
getting prohibitive. So the cost to heat a home in the winter is a financial hardship with wood or without. 
  
Why it should make any difference whether or not I have access to natural gas (which I do not), is beyond my 
comprehension. Why on earth should the BC government encourage the use of hydrocarbons over hydro-electric? In 
fact, the BC government should be using its carbon tax funds to subsidize the cost of hydro electricity! 
  
Residential Inclining Block Electricity Rates are punitive charges with no real benefit. There is no reason for us to be 
paying such exorbitant rates merely to live a reasonably comfortable life. The only thing stupider than the Residential 
Inclining Block Electricity Rates, are the so-called smart meters which the BC Utilities Commission forced in. Anybody 
who knows anything about electricity distribution knows that these meters' sole purpose is to allow for billing based 
on time of consumption. When it comes to balancing loads, etc. very few meters are required at critical locations in the 
system, not on every house. 
  
Shame on the BC Utilities Commission for this paternalistic action! Recall and refund the Residential Inclining Block 
Electricity Rates collected to date. It's the right thing to do. 
  
  
Sincerely, 
  
Lynn Bandura




