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Letter of Comment

Name (first and last) Karl BUHR Date: 11-Aug-16

Comment: Please specify the reasons for your interest in the proceeding, your views concerning the proceeding, any 
relevant information that supports or explains your views, the conclusion you support and any recommendations. The 
Commission may disallow comments that do not comply with the Rules of Practice and Procedure.

Like all residents of Lions Bay, I have no access to natural gas and thus I heat my house with electric 
baseboards and underfloor wiring, supplemented with firewood in a high efficiency appliance.  Hot 
water and clothes drying is electric too, although I have a 120 gal. propane tank plumbed to the 
oven/range.  I watch my electricity consumption real-time with a TED5000 power monitoring system 
(the BC Hydro Smartmeter reporting stopped working for me about a year ago; their CSRs seem 
incapable of understanding the issue, let alone fixing it).  I am not a candidate for any form of heat 
pump, nor natural gas if it ever became available, since my house is not ducted for forced air, nor 
plumbed for hydronic heating. 
  
At 4400 sq. ft. and three stories with a lot of windows, my house is acknowledgedly challenging to 
heat, but it is well insulated, and I have done all the recommendations of two energy audits: 
wrapping the hot water tank, sealing air leaks, insulating the crawl space, replacing failed double-
pane windows, and installing 19 setback thermostats for the baseboards (even though, technically, 
other than a very slight reduction in heat transfer resulting from a lower temperature delta, reducing 
thermostat set points doesn't really do anything until the inside temperature equilibrates with 
outside, since all that heat has to eventually be added back to bring it back to temperature.  But it 
makes me feel better).  Indeed, other than the two months a year when I don't heat, I don't care if 
my lighbulbs are hot and my fridge is inefficient, because that electrical heat all goes into heating the 
house one way or another!   
  
In short, I am an aware and responsible consumer of electricity.  In winter my electricity use is on 
the order of 150 kWh a day, costing $600-700 a month after BC Hydro's multiple upcharges.  We 
don't have air conditioning, and in non-heating periods usage is around 65 kWh a day, $250 a 
month.  Clearly, even in non-heating months a family of four uses a lot of hot water and dries a lot of 
clothes, but in winter, heating with electricity costs roughly $450 a month (the cost of firewood is 
negligible).   
  
To me, and I suspect anyone who needs to use a lot of electricity, the two tier system is no 
inducement to conservation.  I would conserve regardless of the rate.  All a two-tier system means to 
me is that since in winter I hit the 1332 kWh tier within the first week of an eight-week billing cycle, 
my rate is effectively the higher rate.  In summer I hit the tier about three weeks into the billing 
cycle.  I view a two-tier system, regardless of how much electricity I use, as confusion billing, more 
the practice of cable and cellphone companies, not a government monopoly.  It's disingenuous to say 
in your call for comments that "all residents in BC paid one price before 2008."  For one example, 
you are (hopefully) aware that about 10,000 non-gas users on the Island enjoy a residential rate of 
5.3 cents per kWh on a separate "interruptible heating circuit."  Friends tell me their service has 
never once been interrupted in 20 years, but that the rate is grandfathered only until the residence is 
next sold.   
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I recognize that resistive heating is not a good use of electricity, especially the green kind that can be 
sold to U.S. users prepared to pay $0.30 or more per kWh.  But I have no option other than 
electricity (plus a little propane, and wood, which brings its own air quality issues, however 
responsibly I burn).  The capital cost of solar electricity is still prohibitive, as is solar hot water pre-
heating.  I am resigned to my electricity costs continuing to rise as the infrastructure increasingly 
fails and the province defers new capacity as long as possible (and continues using BC Hydro as a 
cash cow).  I use the least electricity I can, and bite the bullet to pay whatever it costs.




