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Commission may disallow comments that do not comply with the Rules of Practice and Procedure.

We are seniors living in  B.C. since 1995. 

  

Our house was built in 1993-94 with electricity exclusively being the only power and heating source.  Thus, 

there is no ducting systems built into the house.  To convert this house to forced air (oil or propane) or even a 

heat pump for heating and cooling would require extensive and expensive renovations that probably would 

not be recovered in the balance of our lifetime by reduced heating bills from another power source.   

  

Consequently, we have no choice in heating the house even if a natural gas line was to be added to the 

options for . 

  

At one time, BC Hydro promoted power as being a clean economical source for residential construction.  That 

has obviously changed now and with the two tier rating system we find ourselves subsidizing those who 

choose to live in an environment where they can benefit from this rating structure. 

  

Upon examination of our power bills dating back to 2012, I can find only 3 months in the past 67 months 

where our total power consumption has been in the first tier consumption rate.  We typically travel in the 

winter months and leave our thermostats at 8 degrees to ensure that the house does not suffer the effects of 

freezing.  Even with this care, in 64 of the past 67 months, our power consumption exceeded the low tier one 

rate. 

  

Is this fair?  Obviously not when we have no options available to us and BC Hydro could and has arbitrarily 

implemented whatever rate structure is politically beneficial to the sustained development of the condo 

density in the lower mainland.  There should be a third tier of pricing for those homes that cannot benefit 

from the alternative fuels and it is really despicable that we have to subsidize the condo density in the major 

cities! 

  

We love living in  but should not have to pay an energy premium to do so. 

  

  

  

 




