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Name (first and last) Thomas Hoenisch Date: 13-Sep-16

Comment: Please specify the reasons for your interest in the proceeding, your views concerning the proceeding, any 
relevant information that supports or explains your views, the conclusion you support and any recommendations. The 
Commission may disallow comments that do not comply with the Rules of Practice and Procedure.

Dear Sirs, 
I am qualified to comment on this discussion as I am a residential FortisBC customer with no access to natural gas. 
  
I strongly support conservation measures that try to encourage the reduction of energy usage.  The difficulty that I 
have with the current two-tier system is that the threshold for the first tier is too low.  Even in the summer when our 
forced air electric heating system is completely shut off (I shut it off at the fuse box) we still go into the second tier of 
electricity usage.  There are only three people in our home; we do not have an air conditioner and we line dry most of 
our washing.  In the summer there is really not much more that we can do to reduce our electricity usage any further.  
It goes without saying that in the winter our electricity bills are extremely high. 
  
About two years ago I had an energy audit done on our house.  The report stated that our house was basically in good 
shape and quite tight.  There were several minor recommendations made regarding weather stripping and insulating 
electrical outlets and we fixed most of those.  The major recommendation that would save us some money down the 
road was the installation of a heat pump or heat exchange system.  We simply could not afford this and because we do 
not use air conditioning it would take us many, many years to break even with this system. 
  
Finally, I would like to reiterate that I think the two-tier system is a good idea but I feel that the threshold  from tier one 
to tier two should be quite a bit higher. 
  
Sincerely yours, 
  
Tom Hoenisch 
 




