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Name (first and last) Steven Hill Date: Oct 21 2016

Comment: Please specify the reasons for your interest in the proceeding, your views concerning the proceeding, any 
relevant information that supports or explains your views, the conclusion you support and any recommendations. The 
Commission may disallow comments that do not comply with the Rules of Practice and Procedure.

Like many British Columbians, I am interested in reducing my carbon footprint.  To that end, several years ago I added 
a heat pump to my home heating system.  The heat pump carries most of the load of heating the house, using the 
existing gas heat only as backup for colder weather when the heat pump is not capable of warming the house.  Thus 
my gas usage (and therefore my carbon footprint) has been greatly reduced. 
  
However, since the heat pump has been installed I have seen constant increases in electricity rates, while the cost of 
gas has remained constant or decreased.  Although the heat pump is very efficient, winter electricity costs have soared 
because the increased load of heating puts a significant portion of the electricity bill into the second tier.  My concern 
is that the combination of increased rates and the two tiered system is going to make my heat pump either equivalent 
in cost to heating with gas or possibly even more expensive.  I am sure I am not the only home-owner facing this 
dilemma, and it is possible that many home-owners, looking at the economics of heat pumps under the current pricing 
regime, will opt not to install heat pumps and just stick with gas.  Ultimately this will make if more difficult for BC to 
reach its targets for cutting greenhouse gases.  I don't have a solution to this problem other than for BC Hydro to 
provide some reduced rate incentives to homeowners who have installed heat pumps. 




