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Letter of Comment

Name (first and last) ANDY PICKARD Date: NOVEMBER 2, 2016 

Comment: Please specify the reasons for your interest in the proceeding, your views concerning the proceeding, any 
relevant information that supports or explains your views, the conclusion you support and any recommendations. The 
Commission may disallow comments that do not comply with the Rules of Practice and Procedure.

I oppose the current two-tier rate scheme for electricity usage/charges.  I live in an area not served by natural gas, so 
that power source is not applicable.  My choices for home heating, both when I designed our home and now, are 
(hydro) electricity, heating oil and propane (delivered by truck, not pipelined).  Both heating oil and propane are 
expensive, and contribute to green house gas emissions.   Electricity in B.C. is primarily generated by hydro power, so 
has a lower GHG impact.  Thus the current two-tier rate scheme for a house heated by electricity is punishing in winter 
months, no matter what efforts I take to minimize electrical consumption.  Further, the current two-tier rate scheme 
does nothing to support B.C.'s initiative to reduce GHG emissions because it discourages use of electrical heating 
which has a lower 'carbon footprint'.  
  
As background, to demonstrate that I have acted in a responsible manner with respect to energy usage: 
* when we built our home in 2007, I designed it, and had it built (ICF construction), in a highly energy efficient manner 
specifically to minimize heating costs for the life of the house. 
* although we have a relatively large area home, we fall into the 'non-high consumption' group of electrical users (and 
are consistently within tier 1 electrical usage during summer months when home heating is not required). 
* We do not have air conditioning, a swimming pool or hot tub, multiple refrigerators or freezers, and our electrical hot 
water heater is in a lower living area that does require space heating, so no heat from the hot water tank is wasted. 
* I minimize hot water usage, and air-dry laundry as much as possible. 
  
Recommendation: The current two-tier rate scheme should be modified to allow a much higher tier 1 allowance during 
winter months for energy-efficient homes heated by electricity, especially in areas not serviced by natural gas.    
  
Thank you for your consideration of public input. 




