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BC Hydro's and Fortis BC's reports are biased and are an attempt to cover up the truth about the adverse 
impacts of the two-tier rates.  Neither report directly answers the questions posed by the Minister.  If you go 
over each of the minister's questions individually it is very obvious that BC Hydro is trying to answer with 
vague, contradictory and false comments rather than fact. An example is their reply to question#1; sentence 2 
contradicts what is stated in sentence #1. They are giving confusing and opposite responses to the same 
question. 

The pie chart on page 39 of Hydro's report shows exactly the issue and problem that an all-electric home has, 
compared to a gas heated home.  With space and water heating and a gas range a house with gas heating will 
have a reduction of 64% in electricity consumption over an all-electric home. Also above the pie chart is a 
statement that confirms that an average all-electric household will use 1080kw more power per month than a 
gas household; and that 1080kw is Over and ABOVE the Tier 1 threshold of 675kw.  Therefore Hydro is 
confirming that we are paying substantially more and the 1080kw is all in the Tier 2 higher rate. 

Question #2 Hydro states that 90%of customers experience lower rates. This is totally out of context; yes 90% 
of BC consumers benefit from the RIB rate structure because 90% of BC consumers have access to gas and the 
only power they use is for lighting and other minor areas (as stated in above paragraph).  

 BC Hydro's conclusion that there is "no evidence" of cross-subsidization nor high bill impacts is unsupported 
by any analysis and, in fact, is directly contradicted by the many letters of comment that have been submitted 
to these proceedings.  Both reports are unacceptable as a response to the Minister.  Nick Marty is an outside 
expert on these matters and he has sent you a clear and concise report that honestly appraises the impacts of 
two-tier rates on customers like us.  I strongly submit that Nick Marty's report should be the basis of the 
BCUC's response to the Minister. 

I believe that to get a fair and unbiased report the minister needed to appoint an independent person to do a 
true and factual report on the RIB rate and how it discriminates against all-electric households. 

  

Thank you 

 




