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Letter of Comment

Name (first and last) Pat West Date: Nov. 25, 2016

Comment: Please specify the reasons for your interest in the proceeding, your views concerning the proceeding, any 
relevant information that supports or explains your views, the conclusion you support and any recommendations. The 
Commission may disallow comments that do not comply with the Rules of Practice and Procedure.

The Two Tier Electrical Rate penalizes homeowners, who heat with electricity and/or large families.  No matter how 
well you insulate your home, autumn and winter can be very cold in most of B.C.  Electrical heating used to be cheaper 
and a cleaner form of energy.  When I phoned Fortis B.C. concerning this new rate system, their rational was to 
conserve energy in peak hours.  However, I pointed out to Fortis that people that heat with electricity (unless they live 
in an apartment or small housing unit) would be above the first tier threshold and paying more per unit of electricity.  
The higher cost of electricity has caused many consumers in my area and other areas to convert to wood heating with 
electricity as a backup or in some cases total wood heating. So much for cleaner energy. No matter how the consumer 
tries to conserve, utility costs seem to be increasing and many consumers are seeking alternatives.   
  
Is the Two Tier Rate fair?  Not really! 
  
Is conservation of this energy source the real aim or are there other agendas/purposes which have not been stated by 
these corporations.  




