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Public Notice
British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority - 
Salmon River Diversion Ceasing of Operations
On March 7, 2017, British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority filed an application for 

permission to permanently cease operation at the Salmon River Dam Diversion facility 

located on Vancouver Island (Salmon River Diversion or Diversion). The proposed 

scope of the project includes removal of the timber-crib diversion dam, all mechanical 

equipment at the headworks, mechanical equipment at the downstream fish screen, 

the Patterson Creek flume portion of the canal and restoration and remediation work all 

as set out in the Application. The Salmon River Diversion was built in 1957–1958 and is 

located in central Vancouver Island approximately 30 km west of Campbell River. The 

Diversion begins approximately at the point where the Salmon River changes from a 

north-easterly to north-westerly direction. The Diversion redirects a portion of the 

water flow from the Salmon River through an approximately 3 km long concrete-lined 

canal to an unnamed pond. The water flow continues through an improved natural 

channel that leads from the pond to Brewster Lake. From Brewster Lake the water flow 

enters the Lower Campbell Reservoir where it is used to augment generation at the 

Ladore and John Hart generating stations.

How to participate

There are a number of ways to participate in a matter before the Commission:

○ Submit a letter of comment

○ Register as an interested party

○ Request intervener status

For more information, or to find the forms for any of the options above, please visit our 

website or contact us at the information below. 

www.bcuc.com/RegisterIndex.aspx

All submissions received, including letters of comment, are placed on the public record, 

posted on the Commission’s website and provided to the Panel and all participants in 

the proceeding.

Next steps

1. Intervener registration: Persons who are directly or sufficiently affected by the 

Commission’s decision or have relevant information or expertise and that wish to 

actively participate in the proceeding can request intervener status by submitting a 

completed Request to Intervene Form by April 7, 2017.

Get more information

All documents filed on the public record are available on the “Current Proceedings” 

page of the Commission’s website at www.bcuc.com.

If you would like to review the material in hard copy, or if you have any other 

inquiries, please contact the Commission at the following contact information:

British Columbia Utilities Commission

Sixth Floor, 900 Howe Street

Vancouver, BC V6Z 2N3

Email: Commission.Secretary@bcuc.com
Phone: 604 660 4700
Toll Free: 1 800 663 1385
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Museum asks 
town to take over 
bookkeeping
The Port McNeill Heritage 
Museum also requested 
$13,000 in funding
TYSON WHITNEY
reporter@northislandgazette.com

The Town of Port McNeill has 
declined a request from the soci-
ety that operates the Port McNeill 
Heritage Museum (PMHM) to take 
over its bookkeeping.

“The museum board is concerned 
about rising costs and budget re-
strictions from ever-increasing in-
flation,” wrote PMHM secretary 
Lois Williams in a letter to town 
council. “As a board we try to 
streamline and maximize efficiency 
in an effort to reduce costs at every 
opportunity.”

The museum’s 2016 costs for pay-
roll and bookkeeping were $708.

The museum has also asked the 
town for $13,000 in funding from 
the 2017 town budget.

Williams asked council to review 
these expenses, and “perhaps the 
town can see an opportunity here to 
make more efficient use of funds.”

“I think we have to be careful with 
this money that we’re handing out,” 
said Coun. Graham MacDonald. 
“I think we are moving ahead on 
the museum, but people need to 
start to recognize we can’t just keep 
doling money out. This budget for 
$13,000, I’d like to see it go down.”

Town treasurer Dan Rodin said 
the museum’s budget in 2015 was 
$17,000 and in 2016 it was $11,000, 
so the amount tends to fluctuate 
yearly.

“The largest amount of the funds 
that go to the museum is for the 
staffing of it,” said Mayor Shirley 
Ackland. “It appears the society 
isn’t as robust as it should be. It 
looks like they need to have some 
members that have a vision for some 
marketing… We had our 50th an-
niversary last year and there wasn’t 
a huge amount of people attracted 
to the museum.”

Coun. Shelley Downey then spoke 
in defence of the society.

“This museum is not located 
curbside, it’s blocked by brush 
and there’s very little visibility,” 
said Downey.

She added she supports the 
$13,000 request, “but this time next 
year there has to be more recogni-
tion of what it’s going to look like 
going forward.”

Rodin spoke next about the book-
keeping issue, stating the town 
would have to put the society on a 
separate payroll, which would “cost 
us what it’s costing them. It’s not 
something the town could absorb 
without paying for it.”

Ackland agreed, saying the town 
“can’t take over the bookkeeping 
because of the costs.”

As for the $13,000 in funding, 
Rodin said it’s already been listed 
in the budget.

PORT MCNEILL

TYSON WHITNEY PHOTO

The Town of Port McNeill will provide the Museum with $13,000 in taxpayer money 
but will not take on its bookkeeping.

Supports boosted in rural towns
As part of the Provincial Domestic Violence 

Plan, the province is investing more than $1.5 
million to continue to expand and strengthen 
supports for those affected by domestic violence 
in B.C. 

B.C. Housing will receive $250,000 to help with 
transportation costs for women and children 
fleeing violence to gain access to the transition 
and safe houses in rural and remote areas of 
the province.

The Ending Violence Association of BC (EVA 
BC) will receive $350,000 to create and train 

more Interagency Case Assessment Teams 
(ICATs) in B.C., and to support existing ICATs 
with further training throughout the province. 
ICATs are made up of  a team of front-line 
responders — usually with representation from 
police, the Ministry of Children and Family 
Development (MCFD) and community organi-
zations — who work together to support victims 
in high-risk domestic violence cases.

— Gazette Staff/B.C. gov’t news release
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OTTAWA — The prime minister 
got in on the April Fools’ Day spir-
it with a lighthearted tweet aimed 
at former Friends star — and Jus-
tin Trudeau classmate — Matthew 
Perry.

Trudeau and the actor, who 
played Chandler Bing on the sit-
com, both attended Rockcliffe 
Park Public School in Ottawa.

In an appearance on Jimmy 
Kimmel’s late night talk show last 
month, Perry recounted his mem-
ory of beating Trudeau up when 
they were students.

On April 1, Trudeau tweeted 
that he wouldn’t mind revisiting 
the brawl.

“I’ve been giving it some thought, 
and you know what, who hasn’t 
wanted to punch Chandler? How 
about a rematch @MatthewPer-
ry?” he wrote.

Trudeau’s principal press secre-

tary Gerald Butts confirmed that  
it was a joke after People Magazine 
appeared to take the prime minis-
ter’s tweet seriously.

“Gotcha, @people. #poisson-
davril,” Butts tweeted about the 
People article on Trudeau’s tweet 
on the magazine’s website, which 
made no mention of April Fools’ 
Day.

— The Canadian Press

Prime minister promises to make 
an April Fool out of Friends star

MONTREAL — Bombardier was 
doing damage control Saturday 
in the face of an uproar over a 
hefty increase in compensation to 
senior management, but the com-
pany’s explanations didn’t satisfy 
all its critics.

Bombardier issued an open let-
ter explaining the company’s com-
pensation policies and called it 
“inappropriate” to compare the 
2016 compensation to that of the 
previous year.

Bombardier must compete with 
firms globally to recruit and retain 
talent, stated the letter from Jean 
Monty, head of Bombardier’s 
human resources and compensa-
tion committee. It also contend-
ed 75 per cent of compensation for 
most senior Bombardier executives 
is based on meeting performance 
targets and is not guaranteed.

Compensation for the Montre-
al-based manufacturer’s top five 
executives and board chairman 
Pierre Beaudoin was US$32.6 mil-
lion in 2016, up from US$21.9 mil-
lion the year before.

Monty’s letter said pay compar-
isons between 2016 and 2015 are 
misleading because some of the 
executives started with Bombar-
dier only part way through 2015.

Beaudoin though, issued a state-
ment late Friday saying he asked 
the board of directors to reduce 
his compensation for last year to 
2015 levels.

Beaudoin said he took the step 
because public trust is important 

to Bombardier and he was also 
concerned the issue has become  
a distraction from the work employ-
ees at Bombardier are doing.

However, Beaudoin’s voluntary 
pay cut, which Bombardier said 
will amount to roughly US$1.4 mil-
lion, was labelled by some critics 
as an insufficient measure.

“Mr. Beaudoin is member of a 
billionaire family that controls 
the company. So no, a sacrifice of 
a million dollars doesn’t change 
anything,” said Aaron Wudrick, 
the director of the Canadian Tax-
payers Federation.

The Quebec government gave 
Bombardier roughly US$1 bil-
lion in 2016 while the federal gov-
ernment recently announced a 
$372.5-million loan package for 
the firm’s CSeries and Global 7000 
aircraft programs.

A spokesman for the Internation-
al Association of Machinists and 
Aerospace Workers, which rep-
resents some 4,500 Bombardier 
workers, called Beaudoin’s deci-
sion “a step in the right direction.”

David Chartrand said the bonus-
es could be seen as disrespectful 
to workers, especially since Bom-
bardier is eliminating 14,500 jobs 
by the end of next year.

“They say that they need us to 
tighten our belts and need sacrific-
es from the employees, it’s a little 
disrespectful to ask that from the 
employees when they give them-
selves these kinds of bonuses.”

— The Canadian Press

Bombardier defends 
executive pay hikes 
after public outcry

JUSTIN TRUDEAU

Public Notice
British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority -
Salmon River Diversion Ceasing of Operations
On March 7, 2017, British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority filed an application for

permission to permanently cease operation at the Salmon River Dam Diversion facility located

on Vancouver Island (Salmon River Diversion or Diversion). The proposed scope of the

project includes removal of the timber-crib diversion dam, all mechanical equipment at the

headworks, mechanical equipment at the downstream fish screen, the Patterson Creek flume

portion of the canal and restoration and remediation work all as set out in the Application.

The Salmon River Diversion was built in 1957–1958 and is located in central Vancouver

Island approximately 30 km west of Campbell River. The Diversion begins approximately

at the point where the Salmon River changes from a north-easterly to north-westerly

direction. The Diversion redirects a portion of the water flow from the Salmon River through

an approximately 3 km long concrete-lined canal to an unnamed pond. The water flow

continues through an improved natural channel that leads from the pond to Brewster Lake.

From Brewster Lake the water flow enters the Lower Campbell Reservoir where it is used to

augment generation at the Ladore and John Hart generating stations.

How to participate

There are a number of ways to participate in a matter before the Commission:

○ Submit a letter of comment

○ Register as an interested party

○ Request intervener status

For more information, or to find the forms for any of the options above, please visit our

website or contact us at the information below.

www.bcuc.com/RegisterIndex.aspx

All submissions received, including letters of comment, are placed on the public record,

posted on the Commission’s website and provided to the Panel and all participants in

the proceeding.

Next steps

1. Intervener registration: Persons who are directly or sufficiently affected by the

Commission’s decision or have relevant information or expertise and that wish to actively

participate in the proceeding can request intervener status by submitting a completed

Request to Intervene Form by April 7, 2017.

Get more information

All documents filed on the public record are available on the “Current Proceedings” page

of the Commission’s website at www.bcuc.com.

If you would like to review the material in hard copy, or if you have any other inquiries,

please contact the Commission at the following contact information:

British Columbia Utilities Commission

Sixth Floor, 900 Howe Street

Vancouver, BC V6Z 2N3

Email: Commission.Secretary@bcuc.com
Phone: 604 660 4700
Toll Free: 1 800 663 1385
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K I M  B O L A N

Longtime Hells Angel David Giles 
was sentenced to 18 years Friday 
— the longest ever handed out to 
a B.C. member of the notorious 
biker gang — for his leading role 
in a conspiracy to smuggle half a 
tonne of cocaine into B.C. almost 
five years ago.

Giles, 66 and in ill health, 
breathed heavily in the prisoner’s 
box as B.C. Supreme Court Justice 
Carol Ross read out her reasons.

“Considering the nature of this 
transaction, the quantity of drugs 
involved, the intention for it to 
be an ongoing venture, Mr. Giles’ 
role and Mr. Giles’ personal cir-
cumstances, I have concluded that  
the fit sentence is 18 years,” Ross 
said.

She gave Giles almost seven 
years credit for his time in pre-
trial custody, for a net jail term of 
11 years, one month.

Giles was convicted last fall of 
conspiracy to import cocaine, 

conspiracy to traffic and posses-
sion for the purpose of trafficking 
after he and associate Kevin Van 
Kalkeren brokered a 2012 smug-
gling deal with police posing as 
South American drug lords.

Van Kalkeren pleaded guilty on 
the eve of his trial last year and got 
a 16-year sentence.

After months of negotiating 
and a $4-million down payment, 
200 kilograms of purported co-
caine were delivered to a Burnaby 
warehouse on Aug. 25, 2012. Police 
swooped in, arrested Giles, Van 
Kalkeren and six others.

Giles’ lawyer Paul Gill had ar-
gued for a lower term because his 
client is critically ill with liver dis-
ease and needs a transplant. 

And he said Van Kalkeren was 
the real leader of the conspiracy, 
putting up all the cash and intro-
ducing Giles to the undercover 
cops.

At one point he told the police 
that Giles was “the worldwide 
president of the Hells Angels” — 

a position that doesn’t exist, Ross 
said.

While Ross agreed that Giles’ 
health had to be considered, she 
rejected the argument that he was 
subservient to Van Kalkeren while 
making arrangements for the mas-
sive drug shipment.

“Once Mr. Giles was recruited 
to the conspiracy, he acted as Mr. 
Van Kalkern’s equal partner and 
was treated by Mr. Van Kalkern as 
such,” Ross said.

And Giles, who was vice-presi-
dent of the Hells Angels Kelowna 
chapter at the time, “said his target 
was to take 500 kilos every three 
months,” Ross noted.

“Mr. Giles repeatedly refers to 
his market, his buyers, his plans 
for the distribution of the cocaine.”

Prosecutor Chris Greenwood 
had argued for a term of between 
18 and 20 years for the frail, bald-
ing angel.

He said it was clear from what 
Giles said in intercepted conver-
sations that he had been a major 
player in the drug trade for years.

Ross said some of Giles’ com-
ments were no doubt boasts to 
impress the undercover police. 
But she said the quantity of co-

caine in the deal means “this was 
a conspiracy at the upper echelons 
of the drug trade.”

Ross noted Giles’ tough early life 
— born in Saint John, N.B., to an 
alcoholic mother who died early. 
He finished Grade 5 and was then 
“committed to a reformatory that 
has become notorious for abuse.”

He went on to foster care and a 
life of crime, though his last con-
viction was in 1984 for trafficking.

He was acquitted after another 
major undercover police investiga-
tion in B.C. more than a decade ago.

Before Friday, the longest sen-
tences handed to any B.C. Hells An-
gels were 15-year terms to Norm 
Cocks and Rob Thomas in 2014 for 
manslaughter in the 2011 beating 

death of Kelowna resident Dain 
Phillips.

Also sentenced Friday was 
Shawn Womacks, convicted of 
possession for the purpose of traf-
ficking after helping unload the co-
caine on Aug. 25, 2012.

Ross said an appropriate sen-
tence for Womacks was six years, 
given that he was only hired as 
labour and had struggled with ad-
diction for years.

She said Womacks, 45, had of-
fered “sincere expressions of re-
morse.” And she said his criminal 
history, including an earlier traf-
ficking conviction, all had their 
“genesis in his addiction.”
kbolan@postmedia.com
Twitter.com/kbolan

B.C. Hells Angel gets  
18 years in cocaine plot

Longtime Hells Angel David Giles, sentenced to 18 years in prison on Friday, 
is critically ill and needs a liver transplant.  SUBMITTED

Sentence is longest ever in province  
for member of notorious biker gang
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G U Y S ’
N I G H T
O U T

Thursday, April 6, 2017
6:00 to 8:00 p.m.
Vancouver Downtown, Sixth Floor
674 Granville Street

@ H U D S O N S B A Y M E N
# H B G N O

JOIN US for a night of drinks, appetizers and
exclusive savings on men’s spring 2017 arrivals.

RSVP at bayeventsvan@hbc.com

Plus, win a Hudson’s Bay prize pack
between April 3 and 6 (a value of $1,000)

To enter, follow @hudsonsbaymen on Instagram and watch for
our Guys’ Night Out contest post. Tag a friend in the post and
ask them to follow us too—you and your friend are now
entered! The winner will be announced April 10.

No purchase necessary. Visit the Hudson’s Bay Facebook page for full contest rules,
including eligibility and description of prize: facebook.com/hudsonsbaymen

Public Notice
British Columbia Hydro and Power
Authority - Salmon River Diversion
Ceasing of Operations
On March 7, 2017, British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority filed an

application for permission to permanently cease operation at the Salmon

River Dam Diversion facility located on Vancouver Island (Salmon River

Diversion or Diversion). The proposed scope of the project includes

removal of the timber-crib diversion dam, all mechanical equipment at

the headworks, mechanical equipment at the downstream fish screen, the

Patterson Creek flume portion of the canal and restoration and remediation

work all as set out in the Application. The Salmon River Diversion was

built in 1957–1958 and is located in central Vancouver Island approximately

30 km west of Campbell River. The Diversion begins approximately

at the point where the Salmon River changes from a north-easterly

to north-westerly direction. The Diversion redirects a portion of the

water flow from the Salmon River through an approximately 3 km long

concrete-lined canal to an unnamed pond. The water flow continues

through an improved natural channel that leads from the pond to

Brewster Lake. From Brewster Lake the water flow enters the Lower

Campbell Reservoir where it is used to augment generation at the Ladore

and John Hart generating stations.

How to participate

There are a number of ways to participate in a matter before

the Commission:

○ Submit a letter of comment

○ Register as an interested party

○ Request intervener status

For more information, or to find the forms for any of the options above,

please visit our website or contact us at the information below.

www.bcuc.com/RegisterIndex.aspx

All submissions received, including letters of comment, are placed on the

public record, posted on the Commission’s website and provided to the

Panel and all participants in the proceeding.

Next steps

1. Intervener registration: Persons who are directly or sufficiently affected

by the Commission’s decision or have relevant information or expertise

and that wish to actively participate in the proceeding can request

intervener status by submitting a completed Request to Intervene

Form by April 7, 2017.

Get more information

All documents filed on the public record are available on the “Current

Proceedings” page of the Commission’s website at www.bcuc.com.

If you would like to review the material in hard copy, or if you have

any other inquiries, please contact the Commission at the following

contact information:

British Columbia Utilities Commission

Sixth Floor, 900 Howe Street

Vancouver, BC V6Z 2N3

Email: Commission.Secretary@bcuc.com
Phone: 604 660 4700
Toll Free: 1 800 663 1385
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The Canadian Press

EDMONTON — The daughter of one
of two men stabbed to death in a
grocery warehouse confronted
her father’s killer Friday before
he was sentenced to life in prison
with no chance of parole for
25 years.

Patricia Harris made a point of
staring directly at Jayme Pasieka
as she shared her rage and
sadness in an Edmonton court-
room.

“I cannot understand why you
murdered my father,” she said in
a loud and confident voice as she
read her victim impact statement.

“Why did you have to stab him
so many times? He was in so
much pain. He was already bleed-
ing out so much after eight, nine,
10 stab wounds from your Grim
Reaper blades.”

Pasieka, who suffers from
schizophrenia, attacked and killed
Fitzroy Harris, 50, and Thierno
Bah, 41, at a Loblaw grocery
warehouse where they all worked
on Feb. 28, 2014. Four others were
badly injured.

A jury this month found him
guilty of first-degree murder,
attempted murder and
aggravated assault.

Before the sentence was
handed down, court heard from
some of the victims’ relatives.

Harris was asked to edit her
statement before she gave it. Out-
side court, she said she removed
parts in which she compared
Pasieka to Satan.

Kiara Harris, 9, said her
grandfather was a nice man who
didn’t deserve to die.

“Ever since my papa died
there has always been an empty
spot in me,” she said in her hand-

printed statement read in court.
Djenaba Haidara, the wife of

Bah, said their four children pine
for the love of their father. One
son has been so despondent, he
attempted suicide.

“My son wants to die. He
wants to be with his father,” she
said in statement read out in
French.

Prosecutor Kim Goddard said
the Crown did not ask that
Pasieka’s parole eligibility be
doubled to 50 years because of
legal rulings that have found sen-
tences must take into account the
effects of mental illness.

Pasieka, 33, stared into space
during the hearing and showed no
emotion when the sentence was
handed down.

Outside court, Goddard said
Pasieka will probably spend the
rest of his life in custody.

Much of the case focused on
whether Pasieka was capable of
planning the attack and intended
to kill his co-workers.

Pasieka testified that he had
given up on life, was hearing
voices and hoped that if he
stabbed people, he would get the
help he needed.

A forensic psychiatrist testi-
fied that Pasieka would have
understood that inflicting severe
injury on someone would have led
to death. The psychiatrist also
said Pasieka was capable of
making choices.

Justice Donna Shelley of Court
of Queen’s Bench said she will
recommend that Pasieka serve
his sentence at the federal
psychiatric facility in Saskatoon.

She expressed her condolences
to the families for the tremen-
dous amount of pain and anxiety
they have suffered.

The Canadian Press

HALIFAX — The husband of Nova
Scotia’s immigration minister is
undergoing a 45-day psychiatric
assessment after being declared
not criminally responsible for
allegedly assaulting, threatening
and choking his wife on New
Year’s Eve.

Chris Hansen of the Public
Prosecution Service said Friday
that Maroun Diab was deemed
not criminally responsible after
undergoing a psychiatric evalua-
tion.

The results of the assessment
will be provided to the Criminal
Review Board, which will decide
how to proceed, she said.

Diab had been released on a
series of conditions in January,
including one prohibiting him
from having any contact with his
wife, Lena Diab, and two other
people. His lawyer, Mark Knox,
said at the time that he was later
admitted to hospital under the
province’s Involuntary Psychi-
atric Treatment Act.

He also faced two counts of
threatening two other people.

Halifax police said he was
arrested early New Year’s Day
after they received a call shortly
before midnight from the Diabs’
home near Mount Saint Vincent
University.

Lena Diab later described the
incident as a “very tragic, sad,
private and personal matter,”
and thanked the community for
supporting her family.

Lena Diab, a lawyer and busi-
ness owner, was appointed Nova
Scotia’s first female justice min-
ister after winning office in
October 2013, and was named to
the immigration portfolio in
2015.

Under the Criminal Code,
someone found not criminally
responsible could receive an
absolute discharge, a conditional
discharge or be kept in hospital.

MICHAEL MacDONALD
The Canadian Press 

HALIFAX — His name was Owen,
but he called himself Staxx —
street-slang for a pile of money.

She was 14 when she met him
online, at a vulnerable time in her
life, and they talked regularly
through Instagram and Snapchat.
Eventually, the 20-year-old took
her to meet his parents in East
Preston, N.S.

Not long after, however, the
sexual assaults, threats, violence
and prostitution started.

In Halifax provincial court
Friday, Owen Ross Gibson-Skeir,
now 21, was sentenced to seven
years in prison.

He was arrested a year ago and
pleaded guilty in December to
three charges — two counts
related to human trafficking and
one count of sexual assault.

“There is nothing more
heinous, more offensive and
degrading than the selling of
children for sexual services,”
Crown attorney Catherine
Cogswell told court. “That’s as low
as humanity gets.”

When Gibson-Skeir was
charged, an investigator in Hali-
fax said it had been decades since

such a young victim of prostitu-
tion had come forward to seek
help from police.

“Human trafficking is a
combination of physical and
emotional torture,” Cogswell told
the court. “How does a person
recover from being bought and
sold and emotionally, physically
and sexually tortured? I’m not
sure.”

Gibson-Skeir declined to say
anything when asked if he would
like to address the court.

The young victim met Gibson-
Skeir in late 2015, and by January
of 2016 he was her pimp, the
Crown attorney told court Friday.

For two months, the girl was
forced into the sex trade by a man
who described himself as a mem-
ber of the Blood gang in East
Preston, a half-hour drive east of
Halifax, Cogswell said.

Gibson-Skeir took explicit
photos of the girl, posted them on
a website and arranged all of her
liaisons — mostly at hotels and an
apartment.

He took all of the money she
earned, and she took to stealing
food and clothing.

To keep her in line, he slapped
her face, pulled her hair, slammed
her against a refrigerator and

choked her so forcefully that it
left his handprint on her throat,
the Crown lawyer said.

As for the men the girl had sex
with, they would often ask how
old she was. “No one did anything
about it,” Cogswell said.

At one point, the girl was
injured in a car accident, and
hospital staff noticed she had
been cutting herself. She was kept
there for six days.

Her family tried to intervene,
but she returned to East Preston
with a cast on her arm.

Gibson-Skeir told her she
couldn’t make any money like
that, so the cast was pulled off.

The pain he caused that day
marked a turning point for the
girl, court heard. She returned
home and the police were called.

But her ordeal wasn’t over.
“He became increasingly vio-

lent in his messages to her,”
Cogswell said, quoting from one
text message that read: “You need
to come back to your daddy.”

When that didn’t work, Gibson-
Skeir demanded a $10,000 exit
fee, and he threatened the girl’s
parents by sending a picture of
himself holding a handgun.

Judge Claudine MacDonald
told the court the accused would

have received a longer sentence
had he not pleaded guilty to the
most serious charges.

Outside court, Cogswell said
the conviction and sentencing was
a first for Nova Scotia under the
federal human trafficking law
introduced by the previous Con-
servative government in 2014.
That version of Canada’s law on
prostitution includes a manda-
tory-minimum sentence of five
years for those convicted of pros-
tituting anyone under 18.

Court heard he had a rough
upbringing before he was sent to
a foster home. The Crown said he
started smoking marijuana and
hanging out with men in their 20s
when he was 12 years old. His
criminal record includes 59 con-
victions as a young offender and
an adult, including robbery and
firearms offences.

His sentence was reduced to
five years and six months to
account for pre-trial custody.

On Dec. 21, 2016, the day he
pleaded guilty to his crimes,
Gibson-Skeir looked toward the
victim as he was leaving the
courtroom and made a gesture as
if he was firing a gun in her direc-
tion.

He was later charged with
uttering threats and intimidating
justice officials, but those charges
have yet to be dealt with in court.

Owen Ross Gibson-Skeir, left, is escorted from provincial court in Halifax Friday.  ANDREW VAUGHAN, THE CANADIAN PRESS

No parole for 25 years for
Edmonton warehouse killer

‘As low as humanity gets’
Man gets 7 years for pimping out, sexually assaulting 14-year-old  

Minister’s
husband not
criminally
responsible
for attack

Jayme Pasieka stabbed two men to death and gravely injured four
others at a Loblaw grocery warehouse in 2014.  EDMONTON POLICE, CP

‘Why did you have to stab him so many
times?’ the daughter of one victim asks 

Public Notice
British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority - 
Salmon River Diversion Ceasing of Operations
On March 7, 2017, British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority filed an application for 

permission to permanently cease operation at the Salmon River Dam Diversion facility located 

on Vancouver Island (Salmon River Diversion or Diversion). The proposed scope of the project 

includes removal of the timber-crib diversion dam, all mechanical equipment at the headworks, 

mechanical equipment at the downstream fish screen, the Patterson Creek flume portion of 

the canal and restoration and remediation work all as set out in the Application. The Salmon 

River Diversion was built in 1957–1958 and is located in central Vancouver Island approximately 

30 km west of Campbell River. The Diversion begins approximately at the point where the 

Salmon River changes from a north-easterly to north-westerly direction. The Diversion 

redirects a portion of the water flow from the Salmon River through an approximately 3 km 

long concrete-lined canal to an unnamed pond. The water flow continues through an improved 

natural channel that leads from the pond to Brewster Lake. From Brewster Lake the water flow 

enters the Lower Campbell Reservoir where it is used to augment generation at the Ladore and 

John Hart generating stations.

How to participate

There are a number of ways to participate in a matter before the Commission:

○ Submit a letter of comment

○ Register as an interested party

○ Request intervener status

For more information, or to find the forms for any of the options above, please visit our 

website or contact us at the information below. 

www.bcuc.com/RegisterIndex.aspx

All submissions received, including letters of comment, are placed on the public record, posted 

on the Commission’s website and provided to the Panel and all participants in the proceeding.

Next steps

1. Intervener registration: Persons who are directly or sufficiently affected by the Commission’s 

decision or have relevant information or expertise and that wish to actively participate in the 

proceeding can request intervener status by submitting a completed Request to Intervene 

Form by April 7, 2017.

Get more information

All documents filed on the public record are available on the “Current Proceedings” page of 

the Commission’s website at www.bcuc.com.

If you would like to review the material in hard copy, or if you have any other inquiries, 

please contact the Commission at the following contact information:

British Columbia Utilities Commission

Sixth Floor, 900 Howe Street

Vancouver, BC V6Z 2N3

Email: Commission.Secretary@bcuc.com
Phone: 604 660 4700
Toll Free: 1 800 663 1385
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