
 

 

Reply Attention of: Nicholas T. Hooge  
Direct Dial Number: (604) 661-9391 
Email Address: nhooge@farris.com  

Our File No.:  05497-0255 
 

July 14, 2017  

BY ELECTRONIC FILING 

British Columbia Utilities Commission 

6th Floor, 900 Howe Street 

Vancouver, BC  V6Z 2N3 

Attention: Patrick Wruck, Commission Secretary and Manager, Regulatory Support 

Dear Sirs/Mesdames: 

Re: Application for Reconsideration and Variance of Order G-

199-16, dated December 29, 2016 (Reconsideration 

Application), on FortisBC Inc.’s Net Metering Program 

Tariff Update Application 

We are counsel for FortisBC Inc. (FBC). We write further to the letter from the British Columbia 

Utilities Commission (BCUC or the Commission), dated July 11, 2017,1 in which comments were 

invited on a proposed workshop process in respect of the Reconsideration Application, as well as the 

letter from Mr. Andrews, dated July 11, 2017,2 on behalf of the B.C. Sustainable Energy Association 

and Sierra Club B.C. (BCSEA) regarding the letter the Commission notes having received from a party 

to this proceeding regarding the regulatory process moving forward (the Letter). 

We agree with Mr. Andrews and BCSEA that not providing access to the Letter received by the 

Commission in respect of this proceeding, and identifying its author, to FBC and potentially other 

participants raises procedural fairness issues.  The Commission has evidently acted upon the Letter in 

proposing the in-person workshop referenced above.  The content of the Letter (though we appreciate 

the Commission has summarized it to some extent) and the identity of the party whose comments have 

led to the Commission’s proposal may inform the position that FBC will take on the request for 

comments on the proposed process. Access to the Letter will also equip FBC to know and respond to a 

submission that the Commission has seen and appears to be taking into consideration for the purposes 

of making procedural decisions related to the Reconsideration Application. 

We certainly recognize and appreciate that the Commission may have valid reasons for not making the 

subject Letter broadly available by posting it on the BCUC website given the reference to it containing 
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“inappropriate content for distribution”.  We are unable to take a position on this in absence of seeing 

the Letter itself.   

On the other hand, we note that the Commission has procedures available to it that would allow 

participants in the Reconsideration Application to access the Letter without it being publically 

available.  For example, the Commission on occasion receives filings confidentially and then may 

provide access to the documents to participants in the regulatory process on request and the execution 

of an undertaking.  BCSEA has also proposed the alternative of portions of the Letter being redacted 

before it is publicly posted, although we do not at this point see a basis for redactions being made to the 

copy of the Letter that is provided to FBC.   

We respectfully request that, as a matter of procedural fairness, FBC be granted access to the Letter 

before the comments the Commission invited in its July 11, 2017 letter are due and in sufficient time to 

consider and address the Letter in those comments. 

            

Yours truly, 

 

FARRIS, VAUGHAN, WILLS & MURPHY LLP 

 

Per: 

 

 Nicholas T. Hooge 

NTH/bd   

Enclosure 

c.c.: Ms. Diane Roy, FBC Director, Regulatory Affairs; 

 FBC Regulatory Affairs; 

 Registered Interveners 




