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April 3, 2018 
 
Sent via eFile 

CREATIVE ENERGY 2018-2022  REVENUE REQUIREMENTS   
                                                                            EXHIBIT A-6                                                           

Mr. Robert Hobbs 
President and CEO 
Creative Energy Vancouver Platforms Inc. 
Suite 1 – 720 Beatty Street 
Vancouver, BC  V6B 2M1 
info@creative.energy 
 
Re: Creative Energy Vancouver Platforms Inc. – 2018-2022 Revenue Requirements Application – Project 

No. 1598938 – Request for Submissions on Scope of Information Requests 
 
On December 1, 2017, Creative Energy Vancouver Platforms Inc. (Creative Energy) filed its 2018-2022 Revenue 
Requirements application with the British Columbia Utilities Commission (BCUC) seeking, among other things, 
approval of a multi-year index based ratemaking (IBR) mechanism to be applied to setting steam rates for the 
years 2018-2022 (Application). 
 
By Order G-12-18 dated January 17, 2018, the BCUC established a written public proceeding and regulatory 
timetable. The regulatory timetable was subsequently amended by Order G-43-18. In accordance with the 
amended regulatory timetable established by Order G-43-18, the BCUC and the following interveners submitted 
the first round of information requests (IRs) to Creative Energy: 

• FortisBC Energy Inc. (FEI); 

• British Columbia Old Age Pensioners’ Organization et al. (BCOAPO); and 

• Commercial Energy Consumers Association of British Columbia (CEC). 
 
On March 26, 2018, Creative Energy filed a letter with the BCUC stating that the number of IRs “far exceeds” 
what its staff can respond to within the three weeks established in the regulatory timetable, and that the type of 
IRs “far exceeds” the scope of IRs that could “reasonably have been anticipated” by Creative Energy or that are 
appropriate for the Application. Creative Energy accordingly requests a scope decision from the BCUC that 
excludes consideration of information relevant to a cost of service rate-setting mechanism, and specifically 
identifies IRs put forth by CEC, BCOAPO and FEI which Creative Energy considers out of scope. 
 
The BCUC in its cover letter to Order G-12-18 acknowledged Creative Energy’s concern with respect to the cost 
of a public process. The BCUC reiterates this concern in this letter and highlights the importance of all parties to 
be mindful of Creative Energy’s size and staff complement when preparing IRs. The intent of this proceeding is 
not to create undue burden to the utility but to establish a sufficient evidentiary record with which the Panel is 
able to render its decision. 
 
Based on the Application put forth by Creative Energy, the Panel ultimately needs to determine if an IBR 
approach is appropriate, and, given Creative Energy’s regulatory history, if such an approach is more appropriate 
than the status quo approach of Cost of Service rate-making. Therefore, the Panel considers the scope of this 
proceeding will need to include, but necessarily be restricted to, the following areas/issues: 
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• Evidence to determine the appropriate “base” for operating & maintenance (O&M) and capital 
expenses; 

• Evidence as to the reasonableness of utilizing an IBR mechanism, including why IBR is more appropriate 
than the status quo approach of cost of service; 

• Whether the design of the IBR as proposed by Creative Energy is appropriate and protects the interests 
of ratepayers and the utility, or whether modifications are required; and 

• The overall impact to ratepayers of moving to an IBR mechanism, including whether both the interests 
of ratepayers and the utility are sufficiently safeguarded. 

 
The Panel seeks written submissions from interveners and Creative Energy, with supporting rationale, on 
whether the IRs specifically identified by Creative Energy in its March 26, 2018 letter should be considered as 
falling within the scope of the proceeding as set out above. The Panel additionally requests interveners to 
consider whether any of their IRs should be modified to reduce the breadth of information requested, when 
providing their submissions. In particular, the Panel requests CEC to consider and explain the necessity of its 
requests regarding historical information spanning ten years or more and how data reaching this far back in time 
would be of probative value for determining the appropriateness of present day or future forecasts. 
 
The Panel also requests Creative Energy to provide the following information: 

(i) In the event that some or all of the identified IRs are determined to be out of scope, is an extension to 
the IR No. 1 response deadline for the remaining IRs nonetheless required and, if so, the length of the 
proposed extension; and 

(ii) In the event that some or all of the identified IRs are determined to be in scope, a revised deadline for 
submitting the IR No. 1 responses to those IRs that are so determined. 

 
The BCUC considers it appropriate to provide all participants with the opportunity to make submissions on the 
aforementioned issues on or before the following dates: 
 

Action Date (2018) 

Creative Energy Submission Wednesday, April 11 

Intervener Submissions Wednesday, April 18 

Creative Energy Reply Submission Wednesday, April 25 

 
In consideration of the above, the BCUC suspends the regulatory timetable established by Order G-43-18. An 
amended regulatory timetable will be issued upon resolution of the issue of IR scope. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Original Signed By: 
 
Patrick Wruck 
Commission Secretary 
 
 
SW/nd 
cc: Ms. Kelsey Devine 
 Manager, Customer Development 
 kelsey@creative.energy 


