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April 18, 2018 

British Columbia Utilities Commission 
Suite 410, 900 Howe Street 
Vancouver, BC 
V6Z 2N3 

Attention:  Mr. Patrick Wruck, Commission Secretary and Manager, Regulatory Support 

Dear Mr. Wruck: 

Re: Creative Energy Vancouver Platforms Inc. (Creative Energy) 2018-2022 Revenue 
Requirements Application (the Application) Project No. 1598938 

FortisBC Energy Inc. (FEI) Submission on Scope 

FEI writes further to the British Columbia Utilities Commission (the Commission) letter dated 
April 3, 2018 (Exhibit A-6) seeking written submissions from Creative Energy and interveners 
on whether the information requests (IRs) specifically identified by Creative Energy in its 
March 26, 2018 letter should be considered as falling within the scope of the proceeding or 
whether any interveners should modify their IRs to reduce the breadth of information 
requested.  

On April 11, 2018, in accordance with the timetable set out in the Commission’s Exhibit A-6, 
Creative Energy filed its submission on scope.     

FEI respectfully makes the following submissions. 

First, as a regulated utility, the obligation is on the applicant to provide the Commission and 
interveners with the necessary information and evidence in order to assist the Commission in 
making its decision.  The burden of proof rests with the applicant.  As such, if the required 
information is necessary to inform the Commission’s decision and the applicant does not 
provide it simply because it is not readily available, then the Commission must reach its 
decision based upon the evidence in the record of the proceeding. 

Second, Creative Energy states that two of FEI’s IRs are unrelated to the areas/issues 
identified by the Panel as being within scope and are specific to cost of service (FEI IRs 2.1.3 
and 2.1.3.1).  FEI disagrees with Creative Energy’s characterization of these IRs, and 
submits that these two IRs are not related to cost of service, but rather are very specific 
questions which relate to Creative Energy’s proposed Index Based Ratemaking (IBR) 
mechanism and Creative Energy’s five-year plan.  The intent of both of these IRs is to 
understand the difference in revenues to be collected by Creative Energy between two 
scenarios; 1) if the load is constant as proposed by Creative Energy; and 2) if the load is 
increasing with North East False Creek (NEFC) growth.  If by using the term “revenue 
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requirement” in those IRs FEI has created confusion, FEI suggests that the term “revenue 
collected” can be used instead if that provides clarity.  FEI believes that this difference in 
revenues collected from the two scenarios relates to the following two areas/issues identified 
by the Panel as being in scope: 

 Whether the design of the IBR as proposed by Creative Energy is appropriate and 
protects the interests of ratepayers and the utility, or whether modifications are 
required; and 

 The overall impact to ratepayers of moving to an IBR mechanism, including whether 
both the interests of ratepayers and the utility are sufficiently safeguarded. 

 
FEI IR 2.1.3 is requesting that Creative Energy use their proposed five-year IBR rates (which 
have been requested in FEI IR 1.2.3), then multiply by Creative Energy’s forecast steam 
demand which includes the growth of the NEFC to determine the amount of revenue to be 
collected under this scenario. 
 
FEI IR 2.1.3.1 is requesting that Creative Energy use their proposed five-year IBR rates 
(which have been requested in FEI IR 1.2.3), then multiply by Creative Energy’s assumption 
of constant load forecast for the entire five-year period as proposed in their IBR plan 
(Creative Energy’s Application, Section 4.0) to determine the amount of revenue to be 
collected under this scenario.  Then compare the percentage difference between the revenue 
collected in result of FEI IR 2.1.3 with FEI IR 2.1.3.1. 
 
Creative Energy states that “Because Creative Energy is bearing the load risk for the 5-year 
period, it is fair that exceeding the load forecast should benefit the utility”1, as such, FEI is 
concerned that the size of this benefit could significantly tilt the balance of interest between 
the ratepayers and the utility.  The growth of NEFC, as provided in Creative Energy’s own 
evidence in its 2016-2017 Revenue Requirement Application for the years between 2018 and 
2022 appears to be quite substantial, which could potentially result in lower and more 
equitable rates for customers if this extra forecast revenue is included in rate calculations in 
this Application.   
 
If further information is required, please contact Jason Wolfe, Director, Energy Solutions at 
(604) 592-7516. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
FORTISBC ENERGY INC. 
 
 
Original signed:  
 

 Diane Roy 
 
 
cc (email only): Registered Parties 
 

                                                
1 Creative Energy Application, page 17. 




