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History 

My name is Brian Onyschak, I am the President of Local 480, here in Trail, BC. 

Our Local represents approximately I 000 production and maintenance workers at the Teck 
smelter in Trail, BC. 

This is our submission regarding the sale of the remaining two-thirds interest of the Waneta dam 
to BC Hydro. 

Teck Metal Ltd (formerly Cominco) has owned the Waneta dam since it was built in 1954. 

This dam was originally constructed to generate and supply power to the smelter in Trail. 

In 2010, BC Hydro purchased one-third share of the Waneta dam. At that time, United 
Steelworkers, Local 480 opposed this sale believing it was not in the best interest of our 
Membership, the City of Trail, or the surrounding communities. Never the less, the BC Utilities 
commission allowed the sale to proceed. 

At the time of the sale, Teck stated they would use their two-thirds interest of the Waneta dam 
assets to provide power for its industrial load at the Trail smelter. 

Also in 2009, when our then current President, Mr. Doug Jones, submitted an application to Ms. 
Erica Hamilton, he wrote the workers at the Trail operations and the surrounding communities 
depend critically on the continued operation of the smelter. 

The City of Trail, stated that; "In the past, Cominco (now Teck) made it known that access to 
low cost power was necessary to be competitive and maintain smelter operations in the 
community, both operationally and as a factor of production." 
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Now, fast forward to 2017 and Teck is stating that they don't need to have the power in their 
hands as they have a 20 year lease agreement to purchase power. 

This is of great concern to us as we believe Teck needs access to low cost power in order to 
remain viable. The reason for this is that being an inland smelter Teck's transportation costs are 
much higher than any of their competitors. 

The smelter is the primary employer in this region and without it not only would the City of Trail 
be adversely affected, but the whole of the West Kootenay' s. 

We consider the best option for our members and the region is that Teck retain their remaining 
interest in the dam. 

Having said that, the reality is they have the right to sell the dam and that is what they intend to 
do. 

Recommendation. 

While there are many issues the commission has to consider our focus is based on the continued 
viability of the smelter. The smelter needs to continue to have access to affordable power in 
order to meet the industrial load required to run its operation here in Trail. 

Our number one concern is that if BC Hydro does not purchase the dam it would be sold to a 
non-regulated private entity. This would mean that it is far less likely that Teck would be able to 
purchase the power needed to run its operation at rates that would ensure their continued 
viability. 

Our belief is that if the dam is to be sold that it should remain under the control of a Crown 
Corporation rather than a private entity. 

We understand that this doesn't ensure the viability of the smelter, however if the smelter ran 
into financial trouble, having BC Hydro ownership would allow the government to intervene if 
necessary. 

In closing, we ask that the BC Utilities Commission allow BC Hydro to exercise their option to 
purchase the remaining two-thirds of the Waneta dam. 

Sincerely, 

Brian Onyschak 
President 
USW, Local 480 
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