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PARTI: INTRODUCTION AND OVERVIEW . 

1. These are BC Hydro's final submissions with respect to its application to register 

for the Reliability Coordinator (RC) function in British Columbia pursuant to the 

B.C. Mandatory Reliability Standards Program (MRS Program). 

2. For the reasons outlined below, BC Hydro submits that the Commission should 

accept its registration application and register BC Hydro as the RC for B.C. 

3. BC Hydro is the only entity that has applied to be registered as the RC for B.C. 

Because the current RC, PEAK Reliability (PEAK), has advised that it will cease 

operations as of December 31, 2019 and BC Hydro's notice of intent to terminate 

its membership agreement with PEAK is effective September 2, 2019, in order to 

ensure an RC is in place by September 2, 2019, BC Hydro requests that the 

Commission issue its final order as soon as possible and by no later than August 

28, 2019. 

4. Since the filing of its application with the Western Electricity Coordinating Council 

(WECC) 1 on September 4, 2018, BC Hydro has been working with WECC to 

assess its technical capability to perform the RC function. As a result of that 

process and the full certification review conducted by a WECC Certification Team 

(CT) , the CT determined that BC Hydro is "prepared and qualified to operate as 

an RC" pending completion of a handful of outstanding items. 2 In light of this 

endorsement, WECC issued its recommendation to the BCUC that it certify BC 

Hydro as an RC upon completion of those items.3 

1 In accordance with the Administration Agreement between WECC and the BCUC, dated September 8, 
2009 and renewed August 21, 2014, WECC is the BCUC's administrator for the MRS Program in B.C. In 
this capacity, WECC assists the BCUC in carrying out assessments of registration criteria, making 
recommendations to the BCUC regarding the registration of entities for particular functions and the 
administration and compliance monitoring of adopted reliability standards. 
2 See page 4 of the WECC CT's July 2, 2019 report entitled "Reliability Coordinator Certification Report" 
~the WECC Report). . 

On July 2, 2019, WECC submitted the WECC Report and an accompanying letter (Certification Letter) 
which stated, "[a]fter reviewing the CT's report and consulting with senior management, WECC 
recommends the BCUC certify [BC Hydro] as an RC upon completion of the Bucket 2 items as stated in 
the attached report." 
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5. On July 29, 2019, BC Hydro confirmed its completion of all outstanding items 

with WECC4 and on July 31, 2019, WECC issued its notice of completion to the 

Commission.5 

6. Over the past year, BC Hydro has also been consulting with key stakeholders 

and registered entities in B.C. with respect to its provision of RC services. As a 

result of that process, both FortisBC and BCOAPO have provided their support 

for BC Hydro's application and no registered entity has objected to it. 

7. As of July 8, 2019, BC Hydro has commenced shadow operations with PEAK 

and BC Hydro confirms it is prepared and ready to begin RC operations in 

September. 

8. BC Hydro's submissions with respect to these issues are outlined below. In Part 

II, BC Hydro provides an overview of the relevant background and key 

milestones achieved to date with respect to its application for registration as RC. 

In Part Ill, BC Hydro provides its submissions with respect to the legal framework 

governing its application and in Part IV provides a summary of BC Hydro's 

capability to perform the RC function and the results of WECC's certification 

review. 

4 See BC Hydro's correspondence dated July 30, 2019, Exhibit B-14 for a summary of the Bucket 2 items 
including BC Hydro's date of completion and date of submittal to the WECC CT for confirmation of 
completion. 
5 See WECC Completion Notice for BCHA RC Certification Bucket Items, dated July 31, 2019, Exhibit A2-
1. 
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PART II: BACKGROUND 

9. In any given region, an RC is required in order to preserve the reliability of the 

electricity grid. The RC function is responsible for assessing transmission 

reliability, coordinating system operations, and directing actions to preserve the 

integrity and reliability of the Bulk Electric System (BES). Within the MRS 

framework, the RC is the entity with the highest level of authority, responsible for 

the reliable operation of the BES.6 

10. In B.C., the role of RC is one of the 11 function types that an entity may register 

as pursuant to the Registration Manual for BC Mandatory Reliability Standards 

(Registration Manual).7 Between October 2009 and December 2014, WECC 

performed the role of RC for B.C. In 2014, WECC bifurcated into two entities -

one responsible for RC services (PEAK) and one responsible for developing, 

monitoring and enforcing reliability standards (WECC). In October 2014, BC 

Hydro executed a 5-year membership agreement with PEAK and, in December 

2014, the Commission recognized PEAK as the RC for B.C.8 

11. In mid-July 2ta, PEAK announced its wind down as RC for the Western 

lnterconnection9 and its expectation that it would cease all operations by 

December 31, 2019. As a result of this, all entities in the WECC region were 

asked to advise WECC and NERC10
, by September 4, 2018, how they would 

6 The role of RC is defined in the NERC Glossary as: the entity that has the highest level of authority who 
is responsible for the Reliable Operation of the BES, has the wide area view of the BES, and has the 
operating tools, processes and procedures, including the authority to prevent or mitigate emergency 
operating situations in both next-day analysis and real-time operations. The RC has the purview that is 
broad enough to enable the calculation of interconnection reliability operating limits, which may be based 
on the operating parameters of transmission systems beyond any Transmission Operator's vision. See: 
http://www.bcuc.com/Documents/MRS/2018/Glossary-of-Terms-2017-10-06.pdf. 
7 The activities an RC undertakes are driven by the requirements of the various reliability standards that 
are applicable to the RC function. A summary of the activities performed by an RC are outlined in 
sections 2.3.2 of BC Hydro's supplementary filing, filed with the BCUC on October 29, 2018 (the 
Application) Exhibit B-1. 
8 By Commission Letter No. L-65-14, dated December 19, 2014. PEAK has also been performing the role 
of RC for various other customers in the Western Interconnection (except Alberta) since that time. 
9 The Western Interconnection is a wide area power grid that runs from western Canada (B.C. and 
Alberta) to Baja California in Mexico. 
10 NERC is the North American Electric Reliability Corporation. 

3 



receive RC services to assist in understanding what the new RC footprint(s) 

would look like once PEAK ceased operations. 

12. In order to maintain compliance with the MRS and ensure the same level of grid 

reliability that exists today, an RC will need to be registered in B.C. to replace 

PEAK. 

13. BC Hydro is currently registered with the BCUC for all functional types except 

that of RC. In consideration of PEAK's termination of services, BC Hydro 

determined that it was best positioned to assume the RC function for B.C. As 

such, on September 4, 2018, in accordance with the provisions of the 

Registration Manual, BC Hydro filed its application to register as RC in-B.C. with 

WECC. 11 

14. The Rules of Procedure for Reliability Standards in British Columbia (Rules of 

Procedure)12 do not provide for a formal or detailed registration process to be 

followed with respect to an entity's registration for a function type. 13 However, in 

an effort to support its application to WECC for registration as RC for B.C., BC 

Hydro filed a supplementary filing with the BCUC on October 29, 2018 (the 

Application) and, on November 30, 2018, the Commission established a written 

hearing process for the review of BC Hydro's registration request. 

15. Since the filing of its Application, the following process steps have occurred: 

• In December 2019, the BCUC held a workshop so that BC Hydro could 

review the Application and registration request with interveners and the 

BCUC. 

• In January 2019, BC Hydro provided its responses to BCUC, intervener 

and Panel information requests (IRs). 

11 
See Appendix A to the Application for a copy of BC Hydro's application for registration as RC submitted 

to WECC. 
12 

By Order G-123-09, the BCUC adopted the Rules of Procedure including, Appendix 1 to the Rules of 
Procedure, the Registration Manual. The BCUC approved the most recent revisions and updates to the 
Rules of Procedure including the Registration Manual by Order R-40-17, dated September 1, 2017. 
13 See Part Ill below for an overview of the registration framework. 
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• On January 30, 2019, a procedural conference was held. 

• On March 1, 2019, BC Hydro provided drafts of a number of documents 

related to the governance of its proposed RC services (the Governance 

Documents) to registered entities and interveners (Interested Parties). 

• Throughout March and April, BC Hydro further developed the 

Governance Documents through a stakeholder consultation process with 

Interested Parties which provided a forum for review and feedback. 

FortisBC was the only registered intervener and key stakeholder to 

participate in that process. 

• As a result of the January 30, 2019 procedural conference, the 

Commission gave parties an opportunity to comment on the Governance 

Documents and to raise any public interest issues related to BC Hydro's 

registration request as RC for B.C. 

o On April 15, 2019, both FortisBC and BCOAPO filed letters 

supporting the Governance Documents, as filed 14
; 

o On April 24, 2019, FortisBC submitted that its primary concerns 15 

had been addressed through the development of the Governance 

Documents. 16 FortisBC further stated that, "subject to a 

favourable outcome of the WECC certification review, FBC 

considers that the registration of BC Hydro as RC is in the public 

interest and provides its support for the Application."17 

o In its submission on public interest, BCOAPO adopted FortisBC's 

submissions. 18 

14 See Exhibits C2-5 and C3-4. 
15 Being issues of governance, oversight, transparency, dispute re~olution and avoidance of conflict of 
interest, see page 1 of Exhibit C2-6. 
16 See Exhibit C2-6, page 1. 
17 Ibid. 
18 See Exhibit C3-5. 
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• On April 30, 2019, BC Hydro filed final versions of the Governance 

Documents with the Commission for information purposes. 

• Subsequent to the filing of the Governance Documents, the Commission 

provided interveners with an opportunity to ask further I Rs of BC Hydro, 

if required. No intervener asked any further I Rs. 

• On May 21-23, 2019 the WECC CT performed an on-site visit of BC 

Hydro to assess its ability to perform the function of RC for B.C. 

• On May 29, 2019 and June 25, 2019 BC Hydro provided its responses to 

BCUC and Panel IR No. 2 respectively. 

• On July 2, 2019, WECC submitted the WECC Report and Certification 

Letter to the BCUC and copied BC Hydro. The WECC Report identified 

a handful of outstanding items for completion by BC Hydro. 

• In its July 4, 2019 correspondence to the Commission, BC Hydro 

attached a copy of the WECC Report and Certification Letter for 

information purposes. 

• On July 29, 2019, BC Hydro submitted its final item for review and 

confirmation to the WECC CT and on July 30, 2019, BC Hydro confirmed 

completion of all outstanding items with the BCUC and interveners. 

• On July 31, 2019, WECC issued its notice of completion by BC Hydro of 

all Bucket 2 items to the BCUC. 

16. Over the past 10 months, BC Hydro has worked hard to make sure it is well 

positioned to take over the role of RC for B.C. It has been responsive to 

stakeholder concerns, collaborated with other RCs and worked with WECC to 

ensure it is technically capable and has all of the necessary tools, processes and 

procedures to perform the function. 
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PART Ill: LEGAL FRAMEWORK 

17. The provisions of section 125.2 of the Utilities Commission Act (UCA) and the 

Mandatory Reliability Standards Regu/ation19 establish the applicability of 

reliability standards for entities in B.C. Among other things, the Commission is 

responsible for the administration of the MRS program in B.C. which includes the 

registration of entities in B.C. by function type. 

18. The purpose of the MRS provisions in the UCA is to ensure a reliable electrical 

system through reliability standards that are consistent across North America. 

The RC function is central to the B.C. MRS Program.20 PEAK has been 

performing the RC function since 2014 and as of December 31, 2019, will cease 

those operations. 

19. In light of PEAK's announcement to cease operations, BC Hydro determined it 

was best positioned to perform the role of RC for B.C. As such, on September 4, 

2018, BC Hydro submitted its application to be registered as RC for B.C. to 

WECC. To date, BC Hydro is the only entity that has submitted an application for 

registration as RC in B.C. 

20. As noted by the Commission, there is no explicit process established in section 

125.2 of the UCA for the BCUC's determination of which entity should be 

registered for the RC (or any) function. 21 However, the Registration Manual 

contemplates the following process steps22
: 

• Submission of a completed application form for RC function to WECC; 

• WECC review of the application and assessment of entity's ability to 
perform the function; 

• WECC recommendation as to whether the entity should be registered for 
the function to the BCUC and entity; 

19 / B.C. Reg. 32 2009. 
20 See, for example, the number of reliability standards that are premised on the existence of the RC as 
described in Appendix B to the Application. 
21 See Appendix B to Order G-32-19, at page 11. 
22 These steps are the same regardless of function type being registered. 
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• BCUC consideration of additional process and/or information, if required; 

• BCUC determination as to whether an entity should be registered for the 
particular function. 23 

21. While there is a more formal registration process outlined in the NERC Rules of 

Procedure24, as is apparent from the provisions cited above, the B.C. Rules of 

Procedure and Registration Manual do not provide a similar framework and BC 

Hydro is not aware of any other MRS registration process in B.C. having been 

subject to a public process or consideration of any other parameters or criteria 

than those listed above. That is, the assessment by WECC of an entity's 

capability and ability to perform the applied-for function has, in almost all other 

cases, been determinative of whether the entity should be registered for the 

function. 

22. In light of the significance of the role of RC and in an effort to support its 

application to WECC, BC Hydro filed its Application with the BCUC and applied 

for an administrative order pursuant to section 125.2(10) of the UCA that it be 

registered as RC for B.C. 

23. In its response to BCUC IR 1.1.1, BC Hydro outlined the provisions of the UCA 

that it says inform the approach the Commission should take in regard to orders 

made under section 125.2(10) of the UCA. For completeness, BC Hydro 

summarizes those submissions below. 

23 See section 2.2 of the Registration Manual, Registration Process. See also BC Hydro's response to 
BCUC IR 1.1.1 which describes the registration process generally followed to date. 
24 See Appendix 5A Organization Registration and Certification Manual which establishes the process 
applied within the U.S. 
https://www.nerc.com/FilingsOrders/us/RuleOfProcedureDL/Appendix 5A OrganizationRegistration 201 
61031 .pdf 
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24. First, BC Hydro submits that, as a matter of law, the BCUC is obliged to register 

BC Hydro as RC for B.C. unless there is evidence before it that the registration 

would not be in the public interest. BC Hydro submits that no such evidence 

exists. As provided in paragraph 15 above, neither FortisBC nor BCOAPO have 

raised any public interest issues and both have provided their support for BC 

Hydro's Application.25 

25. Second, in weighing the totality of the evidence before it, and in its consideration 

as to whether the registration may not be in the public interest, the BCUC_should 

give primary weight to WECC's assessment of BC Hydro's capability to perform 

the function. As discussed above and in Part IV below, WECC has determined 

that BC Hydro is prepared and qualified to operate as an RC and has 

recommended BC Hydro's certification as RC to the BCUC. 

26. The above framework is premised on the following analysis. Pursuant to section 

125.2(6), the Commission is obliged to adopt reliability standards (addressed in 

an assessment report filed by BC Hydro) in B.C. if the Commission considers 

that the reliability standards are required to maintain or achieve consistency with 

other jurisdictions. In effect, this provision imposes a lawful obligation on the 

BCUC to adopt reliability standards upon receipt of evidence demonstrating that 

they have been adopted in other North American jurisdictions. The 

Commission's discretion with respect to the adoption of reliability standards is 

limited - provided the evidence included in the assessment report regarding 

consistency is sufficient, the order would issue. 

27. However, section 125.2(7) provides an exception to the Commission's obligation 

to adopt a reliability standard. This section provides that if the Commission 

determines, after a hearing, that the reliability standard is not in the public 

interest, it need not require the adoption of the standard. Taken together, it is 

apparent that a BCUC conclusion that a reliability standard should not be 

adopted would only arise in exceptional circumstances. 

25 For its part, FortisBC has provided that subject to a favourable outcome of the WECC certification 
review, it considers registration of BC Hydro as RC to be in the public interest. 
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28. The approach the Commission is obliged to take with respect to the adoption of 

reliability standards should inform its consideration in regard to administrative 

orders under UCA section 125.2(10), including, BC Hydro's requested order 

registering it as the RC for B.C.26 That is, the BCUC should issue MRS 

administrative orders where to do so would further the adoption of consistent 

reliability standards across North America and should refrain from doing so only 

when there is a compelling public interest reason not to. 

29. When applied to BC Hydro's application, BC Hydro submits the Commission 

should give significant weight to the WECC Report and recommendation which 

summarizes WECC's assessment of BC Hydro's capability to perform the RC 

function in a technically competent manner and consistent with other jurisdictions 

in North America. 

30. BC Hydro submits that the above approach is consistent with the practice of 

registering entities in both the U.S. and B.C., is consistent with the legislative 

scheme governing MRS in B.C. and the relevant provisions of the Registration 

Manual (i.e., section 2.2) and serves the goals of the MRS Program and its 

underlying reliability objectives. 

31. As elaborated on in Part IV below and in light of the fact that no party has raised 

any public interest considerations with respect to BC Hydro's application (or 

submitted any evidence at all), BC Hydro submits the evidence before the 

Commission overwhelmingly favours registration. 

26 BC Hydro notes this analysis aligns with the BCUC's acknowledgment that the provisions of section 
125.2 must all be read in the context of the entire section, see Appendix 8 to Order G-32-19 at page 11 . 
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PART IV: 

(a) 

BC HYDRO'S CAPABILITY AND WECC CERTIFICATION REVIEW 

BC Hydro's Capability to Perform the RC Function 

32. Section 1.3.1 of the Application outlines BC Hydro's technical capacity to perform 

the role of RC, which submissions are supplemented by the certification review 

conducted by WECC and described more fully below. 

33. The Application also outlines a number of enhancements identified by BC Hydro 

that will be necessary in order for it to perform the RC function. That evidence is 

provided in Chapter 4 of the Application. Between the filing of the Application 

and in parallel with the regulatory process, BC Hydro has been working towards 

readiness with other RCs in the Western Interconnection, B.C. registered entities, 

PEAK and WECC. 

34. In its July 4 and July 30, 2019 correspondence to the Commission, BC Hydro 

provided an update with respect to some of those activities and briefly 

summarizes those submissions below. 

Staffing and Training 

35. BC Hydro's RC group will be reporting to the Director of T&D System 

Operations. 27 

36. As of May 31, 2019, staff performing the RC function in the new RC department 

have been certified by NERC to the Reliability Operator level and have 

demonstrated competency in areas such as: transmission operations, emergency 

preparedness and interconnection reliability operations.28 The Reliability 

Operator certificate level is the highest level of certification and authorizes an 

operator to work in the RC, BA, or TOP function. 

27 See Attachment 1 to BC Hydro's response to BCOAPO IR 1.13.1 which shows the business unit within 
the organization. 
28 See BC Hydro's response to BCOAPO IR 1.11.1. 
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37. As of July 29, 2019, BC Hydro has confirmed that all RC personnel performing 

real-time and support functions have demonstrated competency in the job 

specific task lists for their roles. 

Agreements and Operational Documents 

RC to RC Coordination Agreements 

38. BC Hydro, AESO, PEAK, SPP and CAISO have established working groups to 

manage the transition from PEAK to future RCs. The groups are coordinated by 

an RC Transition Coordination Group led by a project manager with biweekly 

meetings, i_Q addition to specific meetings for technical sub-teams. 

39. In its July 30, 2019 correspondence to the BCUC, BC Hydro confirmed that RC 

to RC coordination agreements have been executed with AESO, PEAK and 

CAISO (RC West). BC Hydro does not anticipate a need to enter into an 

agreement with SPP at this time as there will not be an adjacency with the SPP 

Reliability Area. 

Operational Documents 

40. As outlined in BC Hydro's response to FortisBC's IR No. 1.11.1, BC Hydro has 

created a number of operational documents required in order for BC Hydro to 

assume the RC role. In its response, BC Hydro provided a description of the 

document, its purpose and also identified impacted entities (if any). BC Hydro 

confirms that all operational documents have been finalized as of July 12, 2019. 

41. BC Hydro has communicated with all MRS registered entities (via email) that the 

operating procedures have been finalized and access has been provided to a 

secured website to those entities who have requested such access. 

Software, Licensing, and Shared Services 

42. BC Hydro has commissioned changes to its software including an expanded 

network model and wide-area visualization tool to support the requirements of 
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the RC function. Further, changes have been made to outage management 

software to support RC processes for outage coordination, assessment and 

logging. BC Hydro, in conjunction with PEAK, CAISO, SPP and AESO, are also 

coordinating to support the sustainment of shared tools and processes that were 

previously maintained by PEAK. 

Other Activities 

43. Over the past few months, BC Hydro has been working closely with B.C. 

registered entities to transition to complying with the BC Hydro RC processes 

and procedures and to align with the proposed September 2, 2019 go-live date. 

BC Hydro can report that the following activities have taken place or are planned 

to take place in the near future: 

• Meetings were held with FortisBC TOP personnel and the BC Hydro 
BA/TOP personnel to discuss matters of common interest to BAs and 
TOPs on July 22, 2019 and July 30, 2019. Further meetings have been 
scheduled and will continue through August and into September until 
being transitioned to the BA/TOP Operations Working Group. 

• B.C. MRS registered entities have been invited to attend conference calls 
on July 31, 2019, August 14, 2019 and August 28, 2019. The purpose of 
these calls is to provide updates, summarize entity impacts and provide an 
opportunity to address entity questions. The first call took place on July 
31, 2019, as planned, and information was shared with registered entities 
via the BCRC secure extranet. 

• BC Hydro is in the process of establishing the RC website. 

(a) Governance 

44. RCs must act in the best interests of their RC area and the Interconnection 

before the individual interests of any single entity. The BC Hydro RC 

organization and governance model has been developed to support this 

principle.29 

29 See BC Hydro's response to BCUC IR 1.9. 7.2 for further details. 
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45. The RC staff are under the direction and oversight of a dedicated senior manager 

and RC staff are located at BC Hydro's NERC CIP secure facilities dedicated 

space and equipment. 

46. BC Hydro has existing Standards of Conduct (SoC) which are rules designed to 

prevent BC Hydro from providing non-public transmission function information to 

its affiliated marketing function employees involved in wholesale electricity sales, 

before it is publicly available to non-affiliated customers. 30 

47. In addition to its existing SoC (which the RC staff will be subject to), BC Hydro 

developed RC Standards of Conduct in consultation with registered entities. BC 

Hydro reviewed and based the RC Standards of Conduct on the NERC RC 

Standards of Conduct and also considered the Hydro Quebec TransEnergie 

Reliability Coordinator Code of Conduct, along _ with input received from 

interested parties during the consultative process.31 

48. The RC Standards of Conduct outline the rules governing employee conduct, for 

the purpose of treating all users of the interconnected transmission system in a 

fair, non-preferential/non-discriminatory manner. 

49. BC Hydro has also established two oversight groups related to RC governance: 

(1) the RC Registered Entities Oversight Group and, (2) the RC and BA/TOP 

Operations Working Group. The scope and responsibilities for each group are 

outlined in the RC Registered Entities Oversight Group Terms of Reference and 

the RC and BA/TOP Operations Working Group Terms of Reference. 

50. The RC Standards of Conduct, RC Registered Entities Oversight Group Terms of 

Reference and the RC and BA/TOP Operations Working Group Terms of 

Reference were all finalized on April 10, 2019 and filed with the Commission for 

30 BC Hydro's existing SoC have been in place since 1998 and many of the RC employees are already 
subject to and familiar with the existing Soc. 
31 See BC Hydro's responses to BCUC IR 1.5.2 and BCUC 2.18.1 for further details. 
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information purposes on April 30, 2019.32 BC Hydro is not seeking Commission 

approval of any of the Governance Documents. 

( c) WECC Certification Review 

51. U.S. entities are subject to the NERC Rules of Procedure which require full 

certification for RC registration. NERC has delegated the certification process for 

entities in the Western Interconnection to WECC. The certification process is 

designed to ensure that any new entity (i.e., an applicant for RC, BA or TOP that 

is not already performing that function) has the tools, processes, training, and 

procedures required to demonstrate their ability to meet the requirements/sub

requirements of all of the reliability standards applicable to the function for which 

it is applying. 33 

52. While there is no similar requirement for a B.C. entity requesting registration as 

an RC (or BA or TOP) to follow a prescribed certification process34
, at the 

procedural conference, all parties agreed to a full certification review by WECC to 

assure the Commission and all registered entities (and interveners) that BC 

Hydro has the tools, processes, training and procedures sufficient to meet the 

requirements of the reliability standards associated with the RC function. 35 

53. On May 21-23, 2019 the WECC CT performed an on-site visit of BC Hydro to 

assess its ability to perform the function of RC for B.C. The CT consisted of 

people from WECC, PEAK, NERC, the Bonneville Power Administration, CAISO, 

and FortisBC. A member of the BCUC was also in attendance as an observer.36 

32 Note that the Governance Documents were revised to take into consideration minor edits as suggested 
bj the BCUC in its IRs, see BC Hydro's responses to BCUC IRs 2.19.1, 2.23.1. 
3 See BC Hydro's response to BCUC IR 1.7.1 for further details. 
34 BC Hydro notes there is nothing in the B.C. MRS legislative framework that compels the BCUC to 
determine a particular scope of review by WECC whether in regard to a certification process or any other 
registration process. 
35 By Order G-25-19, dated January 30, 2019, the BCUC ordered that BC Hydro undergo a full 
certification review by WECC, including a full review of all Critical Infrastructure Protection (CIP) 
standards relating to the RC function. 
36 See WECC Report, Attachment 1 - Certification Team, Table 1 for a full list of participants. 
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54. The CT evaluated BC Hydro with respect to its processes, procedures, tools, 

training, and personnel to perform the functions and meet the requirements of an 

RC; formulated a recommendation regarding the certification of BC Hydro; 

prepared a written report that supports the recommendation and presented the 

report and recommendation to WECC's management for consideration.37 The 

CT followed the process it normally uses to undertake its evaluation which 

follows the NERC Rules of Procedure.38 

55. In conducting its review, the CT: interviewed BG Hydro's management and 

system operations personnel; reviewed documentation for verification of basic 

requirements for RC operation; reviewed procedures and other documentation 

prepared by BC Hydro to meet the applicable standards and requirements and 

reviewed BC Hydro's primary capabilities, its Energy Management System, 

communication facilities, and operator displays, etc.39 

56. On July 2, 2019, WECC submitted its report and accompanying letter to the 

BCUC with a copy to BC Hydro. On July 4, 2019 BC Hydro attached a copy of 

the WECC Report and Certification Letter to its correspondence to the 

Commission for information purposes.40 

57. The WECC Report provides the results of the WECC CT's review of BC Hydro's 

capability to perform the RC function. It concludes: 

• Pending completion of the Bucket 2 items, BC Hydro has the processes, 

procedures, tools, training and personnel in place to reliably perform the RC 

function for British Columbia; 

• BC Hydro is qualified and prepared to operate as an RC; 

• BC Hydro be certified by WECC and the BCUC to operate as an RC. 

37 See Certification Letter, page 1 . 
38 See WECC Report, page 4. 
39 See WECC Report, page 3. 
40 See Exhibit B-13. 
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(i) Bucket 2 Items 

58. Before recommending BC Hydro's full certification, as referenced above, there 

were a number of items (referred to as Bucket 2 items) that BC Hydro was 

required to complete and confirm with WECC. 

59. Attachment 3 to the WECC Report lists 8 Bucket 2 items all of which were 

confirmed by BC Hydro as completed with WECC as of July 29, 2019. 

60. On July 31, 2019, WECC issued its notice of completion by BC Hydro of all 

Bucket 2 items to the BCUC. 
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PARTV: CONCLUSION 

61. In light of the recommendation from WECC that, subject to completion of the 

Bucket 2 items, BC Hydro be registered as RC for B.C. and, given BC Hydro's 

successful completion of the Bucket 2 items, BC Hydro submits that the evidence 

demonstrates its technical capability and readiness to perform the role of RC for 

B.C. 

62. The process to review BC Hydro's registration application has been thorough and 

detailed. Key stakeholders, including WECC, registered entities in B.C. and 

registered interveners in this proceeding have either participated extensively or 

been provided with opportunities to participate in the review of BC Hydro's 

technical capability to perform the role, the development of stakeholder 

consultation groups and operational and governance documents that will guide 

BC Hydro in its provision of RC services. 

63. BC Hydro has worked hard to ensure it is prepared to assume the role of RC in 

September and has commenced shadow operations with PEAK as of July 8, 

2019. BC Hydro is pleased that its efforts have been reflected in the WECC 

Report and recommendation from WECC that BC Hydro be certified as RC for 

B.C. 

64. BC Hydro submits that when the evidence before the Commission is assessed in 

its entirety it overwhelmingly favours acceptance of its registration as RC. 

ALL OF WHICH IS RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED THIS 61
H DAY OF AUGUST 2019 

~= 
Clara Ferguson 
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