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Chapter 1.  
 
Order G-9-18 - Supplemental Arguments 

The Panel has reviewed the evidentiary record to date and considers that 

supplemental arguments are warranted regarding whether the BCUC should direct the 

variance, if any, between the interim and permanent rates be recovered or refunded in 

the permanent rates for customers of FBC’s EV charging service.  

By Order G-9-18 dated January 12, 2018, the British Columbia Utilities 

Commission (BCUC) established a time-based rate of $9.00 per 30-minute period (or 

$0.30/minute) for electric vehicle (EV) charging at FBC owned Direct Current Fast 

Charging (DCFC) stations as requested by FortisBC Inc. (FBC) in its original application 

dated December 22, 2017. Due to the nature of the service, FBC submitted that it does 

not have the ability to track users of the charging service and therefore will not charge or 

refund customers on a retroactive basis once a permanent rate is determined. 

In its Revised Application dated September 30, 2020, and as updated during the 

course of the proceeding, FBC seeks approval of the following permanent rates for EV 

charging service at FBC-owned DCFC stations:  

(i) $0.26/minute at 50 kW stations and  

(ii) $0.54/minute at 100 kW stations,  

to be effective within 30 days of the date of the BCUC’s order approving permanent 

rates. 

The Panel understands the nature of providing public EV charging service and 

the limitations of administering refunds or collections on an individual user basis if the 

approved interim rate differs from permanent rates. However, the Panel requests FBC 

and interveners to provide supplemental arguments on the following:  

1. Should the BCUC direct the variance, if any, between the interim and 

permanent rates be recovered, or refunded as the case may be, in the permanent rates 

for customers of FBC’s EV charging service?  
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a. If so, what are the implications of doing so.  

b. If not, why not. 

The Panel has reviewed the evidentiary record to date and considers that 

supplemental arguments are warranted regarding whether the BCUC should direct the 

variance, if any, between the interim and permanent rates be recovered or refunded in 

the permanent rates for customers of FBC’s EV charging service.  
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Chapter 2.  
 
FBC’s Application & Order G-9-18 

FBC, in accordance with sections 59 to 61 of the Utilities Commission Act, 

hereby applies to the British Columbia Utilities Commission (the Commission) for 

approval of a new Rate Schedule 96 (RS 96) for EV Charging Service at FBC-owned EV 

charging stations. FBC plans to have the EV DCFC charging stations ready to be in-

service by the end of December 2017 and available for EV DCFC Charging Service 

upon approval of RS 96. FBC respectfully requests a Commission decision on an interim 

rate for RS 96 by January 12, 2018 to enable FBC to begin providing EV DCFC 

Charging Service to customers under a Commission-approved rate. 

2.1. Interim Rate - Material Revenue Variances 

FBC has requested approval of RS 96 and a rate of $9.00 per 30 minute 

charging event. FBC expects these EV charging stations to be in-service and available 

for use on or about January 8, 2018; consequently FBC plans to offer the charging 

service at that time. Approval of RS 96 is required prior to offering the charging service. 

FBC recognizes that the permanent rate approved by the Commission at the conclusion 

of this proceeding may differ from the interim rate of $9.00. However due to the nature of 

the service, FBC will not have the ability to track users of the charging service and would 

not in any event consider it appropriate to attempt to charge or refund customers on a 

retroactive basis for this type of service once a permanent rate is determined. FBC 

proposes that when the Commission issues a decision on the permanent rate it will 

simply take the place of the interim rate. Disposition of any material revenue variances 

corresponding to the difference between the interim and permanent rate will be 

addressed in the compliance filing following the Commission’s decision.  
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Chapter 3.  
 
Supplemental Arguments 

Disposition of any material revenue variances corresponding to the difference 

between the interim and permanent rates is small when considering the lower rate of 

26¢/30min. vs. 30¢/30min for the 50kW charging stations. However, the amount of 

material revenue variances was not provided for either the 50kW or 100kW stations in its 

Application.  

On April 6, 2021, this amount was provided in FBC’s Supplement Argument as 

totalling only about $8,000 up to the year 2020. 

Should the BCUC direct the variance, if any, between the interim and 

permanent rates be recovered, or refunded as the case may 

be, in the permanent rates for customers of FBC’s EV charging 

service?  

The variances whether positive or negative should not be recovered or refunded 

as the interim rate was established by the Commission and was determined after a 

hearing approving the interim rates knowing the issue of variances exist. 

The Commission Determination  

Pursuant to section 90 of the UCA, the Panel approves a time-based rate of 

$9.00 per 30-minute period for EV charging at FBC owned DCFC stations, as set out in 

RS 96, on an interim basis effective January 12, 2018. 

The Panel has reviewed the interim rate request and accepts that FBC will face 

difficulties in tracking users of the charging service for any retroactive refund and 

collection process. 

As the estimated cost to recover the variance has not been disclosed and 

considering the small amount of the variance ($8,000), I believe that any net variance 

amount is insignificant.    
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Chapter 4.   
 
Conclusions 

In the Reasons for Decision to Order G-9-10, the Panel accepts that FBC will 

face difficulties in tracking users of the charging service for any retroactive refund and 

collection process and since the Panel only directed FBC to separately track and 

account for all costs associated with the EV DCFC stations and exclude all such costs 

from its utility rate base until the Commission directs otherwise.  

In light of the minor material amounts involved [FBC Supplemental Argument], no 

refunds would be in the public interest. The FBC cost to refund the $8,000 amount would 

not justify the effort. Therefore, a rate rider in the tariff is not necessary to be considered 

by the Panel.  


