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              June 8, 2009 
 

 
Ms. Erica M. Hamilton,Commission Secretary  
British Columbia Utilities Commission  
900 Howe Street, Box 250  
Vancouver, BC  V6Z 2N3  
 
Dear Ms. Hamilton, 
 
Re:  Call for written comments concerning the “scope of Issues and the level of analyses” for BCUC 
Project No. 3698545/Order G-30-09 & Order G-47-09  (the “Section 5 Inquiry”) 
 
The LCA would like the BCUC to consider including as “in scope” of the Section 5 Inquiry the issue 
that all of the transmission work to be performed within the framework of BC’s “electrical 
transmission infrastructure and capacity needs for a 30 year period” should be done in a socially 
responsible and cost-effective manner. 
 
To that end, the LCA requests that the BCUC consider the following issues, as to cost-effectiveness 
and social responsibility: 
 

1. The extent to which any cost forecasts submitted during the Section 5 Inquiry should be 
accompanied with data to support the viability of the forecasts to avoid cost-overruns 
when the work is actually performed. 

 
2. The extent to which transmission work should be awarded on the basis of a fair and open 

competitive bid process; and to the private contracting sector. 
 
3. As a means of controlling costs, the extent to which reasonable efforts should be made to 

use a labour supply that does not rely heavily upon overtime, which is a source of added 
cost and possibly reduced productivity due to fatigue.  Reduced overtime also promotes 
employment opportunities. 

 
4. Whether it is in the best interest of the Province to consider accompanying the 30 year 

development plan for physical assets with a 30 year skill development plan that, through 
apprenticeship training, would create skilled employment opportunities for First Nations 
and others in the communities affected by the development of the transmission assets in 
their areas. 

 
Thank you. 
 
Sincerely yours, 

 
Jeff Skosnik, PhD, CEO 
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