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June 11, 2009 
 
Ms. Erica Hamilton 
Commission Secretary 
British Columbia Utilities Commission 
Sixth Floor, 900 Howe Street, Box 250 
Vancouver, BC V6Z 2N3 
 
Dear Ms. Hamilton: 
 
Re:  British Columbia Utilities Commission  

Project No. 3698545/Order G-30-09  
Inquiry into British Columbia’s Long-Term Transmission Infrastructure 

 
 
Pursuant to your letter of May 21, 2009, and Order G-47-09 inviting written submissions 
to the British Columbia Utilities Commission (the “Commission”) on the Staff 
Discussion Draft on Scope of the Inquiry (“Discussion Paper”), TransCanada Energy Ltd. 
(“TCE”) provides the following comments. 
 
TCE understands that the British Columbia government has established that that British 
Columbia must achieve energy and capacity self-sufficiency by 2016 and maintain self-
sufficiency after achieving it.1  TCE also understands that it is desirable to maximize the 
net benefits from trade in electric power with neighbouring jurisdictions in the United 
States and Alberta.2  Furthermore, improved transmission intertie capacity between 
British Columbia and the United States or Alberta can be used effectively to permit 
continued optimization of the electricity system in British Columbia and to support the 
export of electricity.3 

                                                 
1     Terms of Reference for the Long-Term Electricity Transmission Inquiry (“Terms of Reference”) at p.1, 

lines 14-22, p.4, lines 39-43, Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources (Dec. 11, 2008). 
2      Terms of Reference at p.5, lines 24-25. 
3      Terms of Reference at p.4, lines 11-14. 
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In the Discussion Paper, both domestic and export demand are declared “In Scope”, as is 
the capacity of the interties with Alberta and the U.S.  However, the Discussion Paper 
makes no reference to importing electricity.  TCE believe that both exports and imports 
must be considered for the following reasons: 
 
1. The government’s requirement for energy and capacity self-sufficiency does not 

preclude the import of electricity, only that the province is capable of supplying 
all of its own electricity needs, over the course of time (energy) and 
instantaneously (capacity).  In fact, British Columbia may have sufficient energy 
and capacity to supply its own requirements, but determine that it will maximize 
the net benefit to the province by importing electricity during some periods, and 
therefore conserving water for increased generation at a later time, either to fulfill 
load requirements or for export. 

 
2. In order to maximize the net benefits from trade in electric power with 

neighbouring jurisdictions and permit continued optimization of the electricity 
system in British Columbia there must be the capability for entities to “wheel 
though” British Columbia to sell power from Alberta into the U.S. or power from 
the U.S. to Alberta.  This electricity is simultaneously imported into British 
Columbia and exported to the other jurisdiction.  This has no impact on British 
Columbia’s self-sufficiency, but rather, utilizes surplus capacity on the BCTC 
system and at the interties.  Without this simultaneous importing and exporting 
the corresponding transmission revenue would be foregone. 

 
3. There is a fundamental principal of reciprocity in electricity transmission.  This 

requires transmission facilities interconnected with United States markets to offer 
comparable, non-discriminatory access to such transmission facilities, which 
includes allowing shippers to import and export power between neighbouring 
jurisdictions and not restricting access to only one or the other.4  

 
4. Currently some British Columbia native load (e.g., Crowsnest Pass area and the 

Fort Nelson area) is occasionally served by physically importing power from 
Alberta.  If importing is not to be considered in this inquiry, then plans will need 
to be formulated to alter these supply relationships and only serve such load from 
British Columbia. 

                                                 
4     See FERC Order No. 697, FERC Stats. & Regs. ¶ 31,252 at P 1007-1008 (citing 18 CFR § 35.37(d)). 
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In summary, TCE believes that the import of electricity should be considered by the 
Commission to be included as “In Scope” for this inquiry.  
  
Sincerely, 
 
TransCanada Energy Ltd. 
 
Original Signed by: 
 
Frank Karabetsos 
Legal Counsel 


