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From: harvey armstrong [harvey@kaslo.org]
Sent: Monday, July 6, 2009 10:15 AM
To: Glacier Howser Public Comments EAO:EX
Cc: Penner, Barry ENV:EX; Lekstrom, Blair EMPR:EX; Commission Secretary BCUC:EX; 

bctc.regulatory@bctc.com; Gordon.Campbell@gov.bc.ca; Michelle.Mungall@gov.bc.ca; 
Andy Shadrack; Valley Voice

Subject: No Powerline Plan for IPP's

Garry Alexander, Project Assessment Director Environmental Assessment Office POB 9426 
Stn. Prov. Gov.
Victoria, BC, V8V 9V1

Harvey Armstrong
RR#1, Site 4, Comp. 9
Kaslo, BC, V0G 1M0
July 6, 2009

In reference to the proposed Glacier-Howser Power Project:

The shift in 2002 from BC Hydro to private companies in creating new energy generation 
capacity has many drawbacks for British Columbians.  
One of the major problems that has surfaced is that these projects are being considered 
as one-off rather than considering their impacts all together.

I live in the Kootenays, so my main concern is with the Glacier- Howser power project. 
This is a huge industrial undertaking with the goal of generating upwards of 99 MW. Not 
only that, but the same company is planning to build several more generating stations in 
the same area.

For a generating station that big, the first consideration should have been integrating 
the proposed transmission lines into the existing grid in such a way as to 1) minimize 
damage to the environment, 2) provide a benefit to local communities. Axor proposes to 
build  a 230 KV line across the Northern Purcells through some of the last unroaded 
wilderness in the Kootenays. Recent reports (Michael Procter et al.) have shown that the 
grizzly bear population in the Southern Purcells has been fragmented. This proposed 
powerline will fragment the rest of the wilderness area remaining. It may be possible to 
mitigate some of the effects of this line, but why build it there?

As planned, the powerline through the wilderness to Invermere offers no benefit to 
residents and businesses in the West Kootenays. We are in a situation here where the 
infrastructure is older and in some cases inadequate, creating brown out events and 
limiting development possibilities. There are already surveyed power transmission right-
of- ways in existence which can be used. There is a 230KV transmission line running east 
and west near Route 3.

If the proposed 230 KV line Axor wants to build went down the west side of Kootenay Lake, 
using existing right-of-ways, it could be a joint project between Axor, BC Hydro, and 
Fortis. In this situation, everyone would win. BC Hydro could install a turbine in Duncan 
Dam and use this powerline to accept the power generated, and if and when Axor builds 
additional generating stations, this power could be conducted south, rather than to the 
East Kootenay, where they have ample power already.

I feel its especially important to keep what wilderness we have left in the Purcells 
intact. Siting this proposed powerline along the West side of Kootenay Lake rather than 
pushing it through a wilderness area has many benefits to all of us. Allowing it to go 
east to Invermere has no benefits, and involves several serious drawbacks.  
I've already mentioned the destruction of wilderness, and the lack of any benefit to the 
West Kootenay population. Another drawback is that this will be Axor's private powerline. 
BC will wind up having a mix of public and private powerlines if this goes ahead, which 
will increase the expense and difficulty of running the system.
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Proposals to induce private companies to invest in mega projects like these by making the 
payoff so sweet for them are abhorrent. The taxpayer winds up footing the bill by buying 
power for 8.5 cents/kw and selling for 2.5-3.5 cents. Power generated from the spring 
freshet cannot be stored or used locally but must be sold, so it creates a buyer's 
market. Along with this, local residents have to put up with the destruction of their 
wilderness, the alienation of public property by private companies, and the increased 
wear and tear on the roads. Projects like this would be much more palatable if 1) there 
was a real need for them and 2) if BC Hydro was doing them.

Getting financing for projects like these is problematic in these times, especially if 
there threatens to be slowdowns stemming from civil unrest. I think that this would be a 
good time to place a moratorium on IPP's over a certain size (such as 500 KV) and take a 
look at how these will be integrated into the power grid, and what the eventual cost to 
BC will be. It may be that on sober second thought these projects are too expensive and 
will leave little more than a legacy of debt to be serviced by future generations.

Sincerely,

Harvey Armstrong

cc: Minister of the Environment
       Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources
       BC Utilities Commission
       Premier of BC
       MLA, Nelson-Creston
       Director, RDCK, Area 'D'
       Valley Voice




