
B.C. Utilities Commission,      March 1ST 2011. 
Box 250, 900 Howe Street, 
6th Floor, 
Vancouver, B.C. 
V6Z 2N3 
 
Re      B C Hydro’s  Proposed 3-5 year rate increases 
 
Dear commissioners, 
 
In Vancouver Sun’s issue of February 23rd 2011, there is an article by Derrick Penner, 
indicating that  “Hydro bills will increase 50 % over 5 years.” 
 
The article refers to an AVERAGE monthly bill of $71/Month which will increase to 
$93+ by 2014. I assume that this value has been published by the Hydro authority. 
 
There is a serious problem with the AVERAGE amount calculation. ………… 
If this amount is calculated by : 

Dividing the number of kilowatt hours delivered by Hydro, by the number of 
consumers, 
and the result is multiplied by the Step 1 rate currently at $0.06270/kWh, and the      
sum added to the balance of kWh at the Step 2 rate of $0.08780 /kWh,  
it will produce a monthly total that is erroneous. It appears that B C Hydro is 
publishing this low value to make the increases palatable to the consumers. The 
latter might think that a $8 to $ 10 per month can be managed financially 
 

The AVERAGE monthly rate arrived at disregards  the real life where a great number of 
consumers is using gas for home heating, hot water heating and some also for food 
preparation. The $71/Mo. Indicates an electricity usage of  1000 kWh at Step 1 rate plus 
basic charge of $8.00+, or approx. 10,000/12,000 per year which is grossly misleading. 
The real life fact is in households where NO GAS is used, the electric energy used per 
year is probably between 24,000 and 34,000 kWh.  
 
In colder climate zones in B.C. where no gas is available, or the houses are not built to 
use forced air heating, the consumers are penalized because a major portion of energy 
used does not qualify for the daily level of  22.1928/kW stipulated for Step 1. 
 
I own a vacation home in Whistler. The “cold” season starts in November and lasts 
through April. The home is used primarily during the winter season, and used 
infrequently. 
In 2008  I used 15,000+ kWh/year. In 2009 I used 15,000+  kWh/year. In 2010 I used  
18,000kWh/year. I achieved the Step 1 rate at 40 % of the time. To me it means the daily 
level is too low and should be raised.  I feel sorry for the people whose homes must be 
heated  at a comfortable level all day if they have smaller children . 
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For my home (approx 1200 sq/ft) the average monthly charge for electricity in 2008 and 
2009 was approx. $87, and in 2010  $116, plus GST/HST, Rate Rider and Regional 
Transit levy where applicable, plus Residential Conservation rate. 
            
The proposed rate increases are prohibitive for many consumers. Consideration should 
also be given to the impact of  the  FIXED percentages of 12 % for HST and the FIXED 
% of 4 % (2.5% ?) added to these increases. An increase of  16 +  % on the proposed 
additional costs is unacceptable.  
 
I have no quarrel with the plans to upgrade/improve power generating facilities, but I will 
suggest that the plans to replace the perfectly functioning electricity meter with Smart 
meters is  premature. At a cost of $930 million dollars this segment should be delayed till 
our provincial economy has recovered. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
       Sincerely 
 
 
 
Bjorn Boyum 

 
West Vancouver, BC 

 
 




