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From: Mike Boileau 
Sent: Friday, March 11, 2011 5:54 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: Proposed rate increases

Dear Sir(s); 
  
I am Mike Boileau and I am a 58 year old, disabled British Columbian. I was born in New Westminster, British 
Columbia, raised in Coquitlam and after I married in 1973, I moved to Maple Ridge, BC where I currently 
reside. I am not, by any stretch of the imagination, a literary person. That is to say, I am not well versed in the 
art of communications, however, there comes a time in every man's life when he can only take so much and this 
is that time for me, as I subsist on a very limited Disability Income Benefit. I have no appreciable savings to 
rely on and I truly suspect that I am not the only person in BC to find myself in this predicament.. 
The Mainstream Media is reporting that BC Hydro is making application to the BCUC for rate increases in 
each year for the next five years. They are reporting this money is supposed to be directed to infrastructure up-
grades, system improvements and the total re-building of the Ruskin Dam and Generating Station. 
In the past six years BC Hydro has undertaken a similar project at the Stave Falls Generating Station. That 
project  provided a brand new generating station, brand new dam, new switch yard, roads, earthquake upgrades, 
spillway as well as a total refurbishing of the existing Powerhouse and Generating Station in order to convert it 
into a museum. There were no demands for outrageous Rate Increases for that project. 
My first concern is whether we are being lied to, either by the Media or BC Hydro. I suspect this simply 
because, in the event BC Hydro was asking for these rate increases for those reasons then they would be also 
communicating the fact that once these projects are completed and paid for from this "New Found Revenue" 
then BC Hydro would be "Rolling Back" these outrageous rate increases.  Why BC Hydro needs to charge us 
on a "Pay-As-You-Go"  system is beyond me. History has proven BC Hydro would finance and construct mega 
projects with the existing rate structure, and after a period of what we, the people, consider amortized finance 
agreements, there would be no need to raise rates. 
If it is the intention of BC Hydro to pay as you go then it must also follow, once these up-grades and 
construction projects are complete, we will see the commensurate reduction in our rates. Any other explanation 
would only suffice to muddy the waters. 
I read the original Draft Energy Policy that was first proposed by the Campbel Liberals under then Energy 
Minister, Nuefeld, and in that Draft it was spelled out that BC Hydro would be legislated to raise rates to the 
consumer to "Market Pricing" in order to make it a profitable venture for Independent Power Producers to build 
Run of the River Power projects. As it stood back in those days, the price of electricity was too low to make it 
profitable for Independents to build new power facilities in BC.  
There were also no provisions for BC Hydro to by power from any outside producers. That, too, was part of the 
proposed Draft Legislation, which ended up becoming law. 
I submit to you, BC Hydro is only requesting these rate increases in order to pay off the Political Contributions 
received by the Liberal Party of BC. 
I implore you to simply look back in the history of BC Hydro, before the NDP and Liberal Governments began 
to use it as a revenue generator and political slush fund and assess the manner in which BC Hydro raised 
Capital in order to finance it's many Mega Projects. It surely was not by way of forced "Rate Shock" supported 
by skewed Legislation in favour of the Independent Power Producers. 
Deny this application. The Ratepayers can no longer afford Political Games being perpetrated upon them by 
uncaring Politicians. 
Mike Boileau 
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