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Dear Alanna Gillis: 
 
Re: British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority 

Project No. 3698622/Order G-40-11 
F2012 to F2014 Revenue Requirements Application 
BCOAPO Submission on NSP Application  

 
We continue to represent BCOAPO et al in this proceeding. Pursuant to commission letter L-14-12 
(A-30) and to BC Hydro’s application of March 13, 2012 (B-19), we provide the following comments 
on the potential NSP. 
 
Negotiated Settlement Process 

BCOAPO strongly supports an NSP to resolve the Application in its entirety. We also support BC 
Hydro’s application to advance the dates of the NSP to the week of April 30, 2012 in order to include 
F2012 in the settlement option. We agree that the extra flexibility provided by including F2012 will 
significantly increase the likelihood of a successful settlement and provide benefits to ratepayers. 
The Ministry of Energy and Mines support of an early NSP (E-20) is particularly encouraging in this 
regard. 
 
Staff Role 

The NSP Guidelines set out in Order G-11-1 contemplate a number of roles for BCUC staff, from 
observers to advisors to active participants. Our interpretation of the NSP Guidelines is that staff 
members can play different roles, as deemed appropriate. 

BCOAPO supports BCUC staff members acting to act as active participants in the NSP. An active 
role will ensure that staff issues and concerns will be represented and that all parties will benefit from 
BCUC staff’s considerable expertise and knowledge.  

We suggest that Bill Grant and a small team of staff should be the active BCUC participants. We 
have engaged in several NSPs with Mr. Grant in the past, and his record for reaching successful 
settlements speaks for itself. 
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BCOAPO also believes that BCUC staff should participate in this proceeding in an advisory role. This 
will enhance the participation of all interveners, including those who may not have engaged 
independent consultants or counsel. 
 
Facilitator 

The NSP Guidelines contemplate the role of a facilitator in an NSP. BCOAPO’s preference is for Mr. 
Grant to act as either lead active staff or facilitator or some combination of the two positions. Should 
the Commission decide that Mr. Grant is better in one of those roles, we are not opposed to the other 
facilitators identified by BC Hydro.  
 
Intervener evidence and IRs 

BCOAPO does not intend to file evidence in this proceeding, but we recognize that the accelerated 
NSP schedule and delayed IR2 responses may cause some difficulty for interveners who intend to 
file evidence and subsequently reply to IRs. We therefore support an amendment to the timetable to 
ensure that as much evidence as is practically possible is on the record prior to a potential NSP. 
 
 
Yours truly, 
BC Public Interest Advocacy Centre 
Original on file signed by 
 
 
Eugene Kung 
Barrister & Solicitor 
 
cc. British Columbia Hydro and Power Authority  
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