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Metering Infrastructure Project) 

Subject: ROCK and Nelson-Creston suspension requests 

Dear Commissioner, 

I am writing to indicate my strong support for the well reasoned suspension requests that have 
been submitted to the Commission by the aforementioned interveners in FortisBC Inc's 
Application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for the Advanced Metering 
Infrastructure Project. 

Based on the overwhelming concerns and opposition being expressed by a very engaged public as 
regards the wireless aspects of the FortisBC application, I believe the Commission would be very 
wise to suspend these proceedings until a comparative cost/benefit analysis of a wired smart 
meter option is brought to the table for consideration. 

It is my understanding that in Italy the world's largest smart meter deployment was undertaken 
between 2001 and 2005 by the dominant utility Enel SpA, to its entire customer base of more than 
30 million people. The wired meters they deployed are fully electronic and smart, with integrated 
bi-directional communications, advanced power measurement and management capabilities, an 
integrated, software-controllable disconnect switch, and an all solid-state design. They 
communicate over low voltage power line using standards-based power line technology from 
Echelon Corporation to Echelon data concentrators at which point they communicate via I P to 
Enel's enterprise servers. The system provides a wide range of advanced features, including the 
ability to remotely turn power on or off to a customer, read usage information from a meter, 
detect a service outage, change the maximum amount of electricity that a customer may demand 
at any time, detect "unauthorized" use of electricity and remotely shut it off, and remotely change 
the meter's billing plan from credit to prepay, as well as, from flat-rate to multi-tariff. This clearly 
demonstrates that smart grids do not require wireless devices that generate radiation. 
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If countries like Italy and other utilities around the world, including Fortis Alberta, can provide 
wired smart meters to their customers it must be assumed that this is a viable and reasonable 
option that should be provided to FortisBC customers. 

The Commission has heard a great deal of testimony about the health concerns emanating from 
scientists around the world related to emissions from wireless technologies. Warnings found in 
the manuals of wireless products indicate clearly that industry also well understands these 
emissions are not benign and that caution must be exercised to avoid harmful effects. 

To cite but one example: Blackberry torch: Use hands-free operation if it is available and 
keep at least o.98in (2smm) from your body when turned on and connected to the wireless 
network Reduce call time. 

On October 05 of this year, following a decision by the World Health Organization to classify the 
radiation from cell phones as "possibly carcinogenic" to humans, Health Canada publically called 
on parents to limit their children's use of cell phones, for fear the resulting exposure to radiation 
could be harmful. Health Canada admits that "there is currently a lack of scientific information 
regarding the potential health impacts of cell phones on children," and that currently available 
evidence is "far from conclusive." 

I find it very disturbing that the scientific basis which is being relied upon to ascertain the safety of 
emissions from wireless smart meters stem from inconclusive findings from research on other 
wireless applications such as cell phones which appears to have neglected the potential impact to 
children. No studies have yet been conducted on the health effects from Smart Meter emissions. 

It will interest the Commission to know that I received information to my request of the 
government on whether any initiatives have been undertaken to act upon the recommendations 
that were included in the November 2010 report by the Standing Committee on Health report 
(HESA) called: An examination of the potential health impacts of radiofrequency electromagnetic 
radiation. It is unfortunate that because all bills, motions, and reports tabled before parliament 
die on the Order Paper when Parliament is dissolved for an election, the GOC has not been 
required to officially respond in the House of Commons to these recommendations. 

However, I have been informed that the Canadian Institutes of Health Research (CIHR) recently 
announced investments of $28.5 million over 6 years to launch the initiative called: Canadian 
Epigenetics, Environment and Health Research Consortium, through which researchers will 
explore how environmental factors such as exposure to chemical contaminants, multiple fQrms of 
liI_diatiQD, dietary intake and social environments can alter the expression of our DNA and 
potentially affect our health. 

In addition CIHR is funding several research projects to investigate potential health impacts of 
exposure to electromagnetic radiation. These projects include a study examining the mechanisms 
by which extremely low frequency magnetic fields interact with biological systems and another to 



investigate the mechanism and effects of power-line microwave frequencies on human brain 
processing. 

Another CIHR study, performed by Dr. Daniel Krewski and his team from the University of Ottawa 
is exploring the risk of brain cancer from exposure to radiofrequency fields from wireless 
telecommunication devices in childhood and adolescence through a case-control study in major 
Canadian metropolitan cities. 

The Commission has heard repeatedly throughout these proceedings that in the absence of 
scientific certainty, exercise of the 'precautionary principle' must be the uppermost consideration 
in their deliberations. The deployment of wireless smart meters and its related infrastructure to 
every home and community at this time is clearly premature and will remain so until enough 
evidence is presented that can assure a nervous public of its safety. With the exception perhaps of 
its manufacturers, it is not in anyone's interest to allow the imposition of a technology in people's 
homes that generate any measure of fear or nervousness, and is quite likely contrary to their 
Charter Rights. 

As an intervenor in this application, I urge the Commission in the strongest terms possible to 
suspend these proceedings until such time as a comprehensive business case for a wired smart 
meter option is presented by FortisBC to the Commission and is made available for public scrutiny. 

In conclusion I would like to add that I also support Andy Shadrack's recommendation in his 
suspension request that "All of the proceedings in this hearing should contain an oral component 
so as to maximize the ability of lay persons to make their views, concerns, questions and opinions 
known to the Commission paneL" 

Thank you for your consideration and the opportunity to make this submission. 

Ale~ 
BC Southern Interior 
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