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December 20, 2012 

RE: FortisBC Inc. Application for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for the 
Advanced Metering Infrastructure Project 

Subject: Letter of Comment re: EXHIBIT A-18 - Application for Reconsideration of British 
Columbia Utilities Commission Decision and Order G-177-12 

Dear Commission, 

I would like to indicate my full endorsement of and support for the request on behalf of Area 
D in the Regional District Central Kootenay (RDCK) (Exhibit C13-9) for a reconsideration of 
the Commission's Decision and OrderG-177-12 (Reconsideration Application) to permit 
financial, operational, fire safety and privacy issues including wireless vs. wired meters to be 
heard in the oral hearing. 

The procedural conference that was held in Kelowna in early November took place at a time 
when the thousands of pages in submissions, information requests and answers, had not yet 
been in the realm of significant public discourse. Since that time and in increasing numbers, 
the public has been making it ever clearer that they will not accept wireless smart meters 
until such time as they have better answers to their concerns. For example, neither Fortis 
BC customers nor the commission was provided information on the number of utilities in 
other jurisdictions that have moved to install wired smart meters as the best possible option 
for their customers. I believe that this new information, as well as the apparent conflict of 
interest advanced by the RDCK, are sufficient to meet the Commission's "fundamental 
change in circumstances or facts" criterion for reconsideration. 

Although the scope of the Commission's request for comments is unclear, given that Fortis 
will have an opportunity to respond to all submissions, I respectfully take this opportunity 
to suggest another ground for reconsideration. 
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In its original application, Fortis proposed a "Hybrid" hearing consisting of oral and written 
components (Exhibit B-1, s. 1.3), which was subsequently reflected in the Order for which 
reconsideration is now sought. Order G-177-12 was made pursuant to Utilities Commission 
Act s. 86.2, which reads: "Despite any other provision of this Act, in any circumstance in 
which, under this Act, a hearing mayor must be held, the commission may conduct a written 
hearing." 

The wording of s. 86.2 conveys to me that a hearing may either be oral or written, but not 
both. I see no evidence of any legislative intent to allow a "hybrid" hearing of both oral and 
written components to be chosen at the behest of an applicant. Certainly, speaking as a 
legislator, had I intended to grant the Commission the authority to structure a combination 
or "hybrid" hearing, I vvould have made that intent perfectly clear. 

It is my respectful submission to the Commission that the portion of OrderG-177-12 which 
stipulates a combination written and oral hearing is ultra vires. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Alex Atamanenko, MP 
BC Southern Interior 
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