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Dear Ms. Hamilton: 
 
Re:  British Columbia Utilities Commission Inquiry into Potential Adjustments for 
 the BC MRS Program – FortisBC Inc. Comments on Possible Changes to 
 Process 
 
FortisBC Inc. (FortisBC or the Company) provides its comments on the British Columbia 
Utilities Commission’s (BCUC or the Commission) letter of February 12, 2013 (Exhibit A-10) 
regarding changes to the Inquiry Process.  We also note the submission of British Columbia 
Hydro and Power Authority (BC Hydro) dated February 20, 2013. 

Splitting the Inquiry Process 

The Association of Major Power Consumers (AMPC) recommends splitting the Inquiry 
process to immediately consider recommendations to Cabinet adopt the revised BES 
definition and to permit a BC-specific Exception Process to be incorporated into the Rules of 
Procedure for the BC MRS Program.   

FortisBC is not in favour of initiating a second and parallel proceeding to address a subset of 
the issues in this Inquiry.  From the Company’s perspective, this would be a less efficient 
process than the one now underway.  We also agree with the assessment by BC Hydro that 
the issues proposed to be separated into the two processes are related and in some cases 
interdependent, and should be considered in a single process. 

In addition, the Commission noted in Exhibit A-10 that FERC Order 773 approving the new 
BES definition and exception process has since been the subject of numerous requests for 
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clarification and/or rehearing, although it is not clear whether these challenges will affect the 
implementation of the FERC Order.  

For those reasons, FortisBC does not support the fast-tracking of the issues requiring a 
Commission recommendation to government. 

Clarifications by BCUC Staff 

BC Hydro supports an opportunity to ask clarifications of BCUC on the Straw Dogs and 
proposes specific topics to be addressed.  FortisBC would expect to submit a very limited 
number of requests for clarification, but does not believe that it is necessary or helpful to 
prescribe the subjects that may be raised.   

The existing Regulatory Timetable could be revised to accommodate this phase without 
impacting the filing date for final submissions from Interveners.  

Clarifications by BCUC Staff 

FortisBC in its submission of January 31, 2013 proposed that the Commission Staff issue a 
revised set of Straw Dogs following the completion of the Information Requests.  Comments 
provided by other Interveners have provided considerable information and/or clarification on 
a number of issues that prompted that proposal, and FortisBC is prepared to make its final 
submissions without the need for a revised set of Straw Dogs.  Accordingly, we withdraw the 
request for revision. 

 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dennis Swanson 
Director, Regulatory Affairs 
 
 
 
cc: Registered Interveners 




