
February 28, 2013 
 
BC Utilities Commission 
Attn: Erica Hamilton 
Commission Secretary 
 
Re: FortisBC Advanced Metering Infrastructure CPCN Project No. 3698682 
 
 
Dear Ms. Hamilton, 
 
With regards to the Fortis BC AMI CPCN Project No. 3698682 application, I would like to go on record 
requesting that the BCUC deny their application to install Smart Meters for the following reasons: 
 
1) Health associated concerns/risks with EMR. Given the limitations of currently published studies on 

the cumulative impacts of EMR exposure to humans and other biological organisms, the 
precautionary principle should be applied and smart meters should not be installed. 

2) Property values may also be affected with the installation of transceivers used to collect 
local/regional data.  Properties located nearest to transceivers will likely have higher 
concentrations of EMR, and therefore may experience a decline in property value.  

3) Data security concerns. Who owns this data?  I do not agree that FortisBC should have rights to 
this private data and/or be able to benefit from the sale of the data.   

4) Bees and EMR.  There is documented evidence that bees do not react well to the increased levels 
electrosmog in the world.  Humans need bees more than smart meters. I keep bees and am 
concerned for their health and well-being. 

5) Increased fire risk due to smart meter installation. 
6) Cost. Where is the guarantee that FortisBC will pass the savings from smart meters onto their 

customer base as opposed to their shareholders. 
7) Disposing of installed meters that now operate is wasteful. 
8) FortisBC indicates that they can “save customers money” through lower meter reading costs, but 

those costs can be saved in other ways, ie. pay customers to provide meter readings. 
9) If advanced metering is deemed necessary, there are safer wired options, which should be 

implemented instead.  Imagine if FortisBC worked with other utilities and Telus to provide this 
region with a fiber optic connection.  This may prove to be of greater benefit to FortisBC and this 
region than smart meters. 

 
Sincerely, 
Gerry Nellestijn 

 
 

 
cc. MP BC Southern Interior Alex Atamanenko <alex.atamanenko.a1@parl.gc.ca>, MLA Nelson 

Creston Michelle Mungall <Michelle.Mungall.MLA@leg.bc.ca>, Mayor Village of Salmo Ann 
, Liberal BC Leader Christy Clark <premier@gov.bc.ca>, 

Minister of Health Margaret MacDiarmid <hlth.minister@gov.bc.ca>, Minister of Energy Rich 
Coleman <rich.coleman.mla@leg.bc.ca>, BC Chief Medical Officer P.Kendall 
<perry.kendall@gov.bc.ca>, NDP Energy Critic John Horgan <john.horgan.mla@leg.bc.ca>,  
NDP Deputy Critic for Health <douglas.routley.mla@leg.bc.ca>, NDP Health Critic Mike 
Farnworth <mike.farnworth.mla@leg.bc.ca>, NDP BC Leader Adrian Dix 
<adrian.dix.mla@leg.bc.ca>, Green Party Federal Leader E. May <elizabeth.may@greenparty.ca>, 
Green Party BC Leader Jane Sterk <leader@greenparty.bc.ca> 
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February 28, 2013 
 
BC Utilities Commission 
Attn: Erica Hamilton 
Commission Secretary 
 
Re: FortisBC Advanced Metering Infrastructure CPCN Project No. 3698682 
 
 
Dear Ms. Hamilton, 
 
With regards to the Fortis BC AMI CPCN Project No. 3698682 application, I would like to go on record 
requesting that the BCUC deny their application to install Smart Meters for the following reasons: 
 
1) Health associated concerns/risks with EMR. Given the limitations of currently published studies on 

the cumulative impacts of EMR exposure to humans and other biological organisms, the 
precautionary principle should be applied and smart meters should not be installed. 

2) Property values may also be affected with the installation of transceivers used to collect 
local/regional data.  Properties located nearest to transceivers will likely have higher 
concentrations of EMR, and therefore may experience a decline in property value.  

3) Data security concerns. Who owns this data?  I do not agree that FortisBC should have rights to 
this private data and/or be able to benefit from the sale of the data.   

4) Bees and EMR.  There is documented evidence that bees do not react well to the increased levels 
electrosmog in the world.  Humans need bees more than smart meters. I keep bees and am 
concerned for their health and well-being. 

5) Increased fire risk due to smart meter installation. 
6) Cost. Where is the guarantee that FortisBC will pass the savings from smart meters onto their 

customer base as opposed to their shareholders. 
7) Disposing of installed meters that now operate is wasteful. 
8) FortisBC indicates that they can “save customers money” through lower meter reading costs, but 

those costs can be saved in other ways, ie. pay customers to provide meter readings. 
9) If advanced metering is deemed necessary, there are safer wired options, which should be 

implemented instead.  Imagine if FortisBC worked with other utilities and Telus to provide this 
region with a fiber optic connection.  This may prove to be of greater benefit to FortisBC and this 
region than smart meters. 

 
Respectfully, 
Alice Nellestijn 
 

 
cc. MP BC Southern Interior Alex Atamanenko <alex.atamanenko.a1@parl.gc.ca>, MLA Nelson 

Creston Michelle Mungall <Michelle.Mungall.MLA@leg.bc.ca>, Mayor Village of Salmo Ann 
, Liberal BC Leader Christy Clark <premier@gov.bc.ca>, 

Minister of Health Margaret MacDiarmid <hlth.minister@gov.bc.ca>, Minister of Energy Rich 
Coleman <rich.coleman.mla@leg.bc.ca>, BC Chief Medical Officer P.Kendall 
<perry.kendall@gov.bc.ca>, NDP Energy Critic John Horgan <john.horgan.mla@leg.bc.ca>,  
NDP Deputy Critic for Health <douglas.routley.mla@leg.bc.ca>, NDP Health Critic Mike 
Farnworth <mike.farnworth.mla@leg.bc.ca>, NDP BC Leader Adrian Dix 
<adrian.dix.mla@leg.bc.ca>, Green Party Federal Leader E. May <elizabeth.may@greenparty.ca>, 
Green Party BC Leader Jane Sterk <leader@greenparty.bc.ca> 




