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From: Cornel Dyke [cornel@corneldyke.com]
Sent: Thursday, October 24, 2013 12:27 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: Online Registration as an interested party regarding the BC Smart Meter Choices Program 

application.

To BCUC Commission Secretary, 
 
On behalf of myself, Bonnita Dyke, and my husband, Cornel Dyke, I would like to register with the BCUC as an 
interested party regarding the BC Smart Meter Choices Program application.  We have already registered from 
the website.  For various reasons we have some serious concerns about this application and we strongly 
oppose it.  I have outlined these concerns and reasons in the comments below our contact information. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Bonnita Dyke & Cornel Dyke 
 
BC Hydro account 
27145 24A Ave, Aldergrove, BC V4W 3N3 
Cell: 604.825.8025 | Home: 604-856-9760 
cornel@corneldyke.com 
bonnitalynn@gmail.com  
 
 
To Whom it may concern, 
 
We are a family of seven people including 5 children and there are many expenses incurred with having a large 
family such as ours. We are already being unfairly penalized by BC Hydro by having to pay the higher scaled 
rate for the majority of our hydro electricity usage, even though our hydro usage is far less on a per person basis 
than in the majority of BC households. Now we are expected to pay an additional $35.00 per month for doing 
what we feel is best for our family and requesting things to stay with the status quo. 
 
We pay a prorated monthly amount for our hydro. It used to be adjusted annually if I recall correctly. Why does 
our meter need to be checked monthly if our rate is only adjusted annually? Is there any real justification for the 
proposed $35.00 monthly fee?  Is it coincidence that the scaled hydro rate requiring frequent monitoring was 
implemented during the planning stages for the smart meters?  Could it have been part of the plan to help 
prevent people from opting out?    
 
Where is the meter's CSA safety approval? There is no CSA label on the device. There is evidence and many 
reports and evidence that Smart meters may be unsafe and may have contributed to many building fires. There 
are many studies that also indicate that microwave frequencies similar to those used by smart meters may be 
unsafe. One family member in our household has a sensitivity to certain types of electromagnetic frequencies. It 
hurts his hands to hold a cell phone or when his hands are near a computer. Also, he has complained that his 
face hurts when holding a cell phone to his ear.  
 
If there is any doubt about safety, isn't it usually best to err on the side of caution? History has provided plenty 
of evidence that erring on the side of caution is the best course of action. Do we need to give examples of things 
that have received a safety seal of approval that weren't so safe after all?  Shouldn't it be our right to chose a 
meter that has a proven safety record without being coerced or bullied with penalties? 
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In addition to these safety concerns, we are also concerned about the invasion of our privacy. Isn't that the point 
of these meters anyway? Are they not called Smart meters because they are intelligent? Are they not going to 
be communicating with the Smart appliances soon to be marketed? Based on the most recent gadgets being 
marketed, can we not expect Smart appliances to have, wifi, cameras, microphones, touch sensitive glass and 
other types of sensors? Isn't it part of the plan to eventually have our Smart appliances communicate with our 
Smart meters? Wouldn't this system have the potential to monitor what is going on in our home? We object to 
this potential invasion of our privacy and we feel that it is unfair that we are expected to pay extra to BC Hydro 
just to exercise our natural born and legal rights?  It's not like we have any reasonable alternatives available to 
us.  Should monopolies have the freedom to basically extort the population into getting their way with us? 
 
And what if the system was hacked by a hacker with less than stellar motives? Would you want your private 
information captured by a hacker or have it given to 3rd party that you have no knowledge of? Wouldn't this 
create a potential security breach for those in our household and don't we have the right to help prevent such a 
breach? 
 
We feel that the additional $35.00 per month opt-out is unfair, unjust and an added financial burden and I ask 
that you please allow us to be able to opt-out without any new added costs.   
 
Thank you for reading these comments. 
 
Sincerely, Bonnita & Cornel Dyke 




