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October-24, 2013 and today, 

Charles Michael Jefferson, authorization representative and equity title holder of these properties: 

1. 3748-Riverview-Avenue, P.O. Box 156,   

Spences-Bridge, B.C., V0K 2L0:  BC Hydro Accounts:   

2. 7516-Grand-Street, Mission, B.C.,  V2V3S9:  BC Hydro Account:  

 

Commission Secretary, 

B.C. Utilities Commission (BCUC),  

Sixth Floor, 900-Howe-Street,  

Vancouver, B.C. V6N 2N3: 

 

In the matter of your BCUC: Order-Number: G-167-13: 

BRITISH COLUMBIA HYDRO AND POWER AUTHORITY (BCHPA): 

An Application for Approval of charges related to Meter Choices Program:  

 

Greetings British Columbia Utilities Commission (BCUC)and BC Hydro and Power Authority (BCHPA): This 

document serves as my filing/claim of my participation as an “Interested Party” in the proceedings  

pertaining to BCUC: Order-Number: G-167-13 and complaint against the proponents of the above 

mentioned application. The reasons for my participation/registration and complaint as an “Interested-

Party” in these proceeding are as follows: 

1. (a) The entire BCHPA: “ Smart-meter Program is ultra vires of the lawful authority of the Government 

of British Columbia (BC) and BCHPA to enter into such a smart-meter program and for the BCUC to hear 

this BCHPA application.  The  proponents of this smart-meter program rely on the authority of their 

“Bill-17-2010: Clean Energy Act to replace/change-out analogue electrical-meters  on “private- 

dwellings” in order to meet their objective (s), whatever that/they may be? 

(b) Article 17 (1) of the said Act identifies a “private dwelling” as (a) a structure that is occupied as a 
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private residence… 

“smart grid” means the prescribed equipment;  

“smart meter” means a meter that meets the prescribed requirements, and includes related 

components, equipment and metering and communication infrastructure (emphasis added) 

that meet the prescribed requirements. 

17 (5) The authority (BCHPA) may, by itself, or by its engineers, surveyors, agents, contractors, 

subcontractors or employees, enter on any land, other than a private dwelling (emphasis- 

added), without the consent of the owner, for a purpose relating to the use, maintenance, 

safeguarding, installation, replacement, repair, inspection, calibration or reading of its meters, 

including smart-meters, or of its smart-grid. 

A plain reading of the said act tells me that BCHPA et al needs my consent to enter my private-dwelling 

in order to change-out the analogue-meter that is attached to my private dwelling with a smart-meter. 

Accordingly, I am within the law to exercise my right(s) as registered owner/occupant of  my private-

dwelling(s) and therefore, I  deny any consent/access  of any BCHPA employees and/or  agents for the 

purpose of the installation of a smart-meter.  

 On the contrary, the BCHPA analogue-meter readers have my ongoing consent and may enter my 

private dwelling/lands at any time for their lawful and legitimate purpose of reading my meter(s) as per 

my service agreement with the BCHPA.  For example, between May/2006 and December/2009, the 

BCHPA meter-readers kept my front-door key, in-trust and as a courtesy for our mutual convenience, at 

their office in Cache Creek, B.C., for the purpose of their free-access to my Spences-Bridge, B.C. home in 

the event that I was not home at the time of their scheduled meter-reading visit. In 2006, when I bought 

my home (the former RCMP Detachment: quarters and office) in Spences-Bridge, the two-analogue-

meters were located in the basement. In November of 2009, I contracted with an electrical- contractor 

for the upgrade of my electrical-service including the installation of a meter-pole and two- meter-bases 

in my back yard. Upon the completion of my domestic electrical upgrades, I contracted with the BCHPA 

for their installation of the two analogue-meters and their electrical-connection between my meter-

bases and the BCHPA power-line at the rear of my property. 

The BCHPA Smart-Meter installation  program currently underway in B.C.  provides for the change-out 

of over 1 million analogue-meters and the installation of their nominal smart-meters which are actual 

radio-transmitters. As such these radio-transmitter/smart-meter devices fall under exclusive federal 

regulatory jurisdiction, namely the  agency of the Federal Government of Canada known as the 

Canadian Radio and Telecommunications Commission (CRTC).  

The B.C. Utilities Commission (BCUC) by the authority of the British Columbia Utilities Act is responsible 

for setting the electrical rate/tariff schedules for utility rate-payers/customers in British Columbia. The 
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BCHPA and the government of British Columbia, in my view, are with the lack of any lawful-authority to 

trespass on federal CRTC-jurisdiction via a claim of administrative-expediency.  

The core authority of the BCUC is to operate as an independent regulatory authority to regulate, in the 

public-interest, the  broadly-defined electricity pricing/tariffs of the BCHPA and other utilities operating 

in B.C. The BCUC legislative mandate does not include or authorize the BCUC to advertise, promote or in 

any way further the political-machinations and/or convenience of the B.C. government and/or the very 

utilities the BCUC are charged to regulate and issue a million or so de facto broadcast licences for any 

radio-transmitter/smart-meters!  

A nominal smart-meter is a powerful radio-transmitter transmitting at approximately  1-watt and it is 

therefore ultra vires of the authority of the Province of British Columbia, BCUC and/or BCHPA to do an 

end-run around its prima facie lack of jurisdiction by claiming that their radio-transmitter/smart-meters 

are a mere administrative-cog in the provision of electricity.  

Question: If BCUC lacks any authority to regulate the installation of a radio-transmitter in my home or 

license a cell-phone, land-line telephone, internet, cable or satellite communication service, then how 

can the BCUC  lawfully compel me to pay an opt-out fee of $35.00 per analogue-meter/month for not 

accepting a radio-transmitting device in the form of a smart-meter? 

Again, the province cannot lawfully do an end run around its lack of jurisdiction by the expedient of 

defining a nominal smart-meter to include “communication-infrastructure“. Even without the radio-

transmitter problem, equity demands that the costs of the smart-meter program be entirely paid by that 

portion of the customer-base that expressly requests it. BCHPA’s program is founded in negative-

option-billing which is mala in se – an evil/wrongful practice in and of itself.  

Further, the proposed $35.00 per meter/month opt-out  fee is so out of touch with actual costs as to 

constitute constructive and/or actual racketeering, and constitutes prima facie evidence that BCHPA is 

not competent to apportion costs in a responsible manner. There is a broad public perception that the 

true purpose of the $35 monthly fee is to punish those who resist for its own sake. It is simply not 

possible to reconcile any such punitive measure with the core mandate of government to provide for 

“Peace, Order and Good Government”. In my case, such an opt-out fee  of $35.00 per meter  x  3-

analogue meters = $105.00/month x 12-months =  $1260.00/year  plus applicable taxes and levies.  

“Do as you are told or we will charge you a resistance-fee that is 100 times greater than our actual 

administrative costs” is not “Good Government – it is a boldface act of RACKETEERING: COERCION 

AND EXTORTION AND IS OUTRAGEOUS AND UNACCEPTABLE!!! 

The amortized cost of the existing manual analogue-meter reading is already factored in the BCHPA- 

electricity-tariff /rate schedule. It is the people opting for a new radio-transmitter/smart-meter who are 

demanding that those who prefer the existing analogue-meters, for which they have already paid, 
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effectively subsidise a larger-group-purchase of the radio-transmitter/smart-meters by agreeing to 

acquire something they do not want and do not need. Approached as a business problem, it is a simple 

problem; BCHPA needs to know how much of its product is being consumed by a given customer. Every 

business has the same essential problem, yet no other business is so brazen as to suggest that they have 

carefully considered the problem and concluded in-good-faith that the only viable solution is to tag each 

customer with a radio-transmitter.  

In the further special case of electricity, the industry itself has historically developed from its inception 

on the basis of that particular aspect of its business, not as a bug but as a feature.  There are whole 

effective micro-industries in the financial world that make money (accounting profits) from the fact of 

temporally-unknown actual usage on a household level. BCHPA even has its own bill-averaging program 

under which it manages (and makes an independent financial profit) as a financial asset. As long as the 

aggregate usage is ultimately accounted for, then it is simply not worth the extra expense to obtain the 

information that BCHPA purports to be seeking.  If the nominal smart-meter change-out program were 

lawful, then there would be minimal resistance from the ratepayers - but there is a substantial- 

resistance and push-back on the part of thousands of B.C. citizen/ratepayers and I am one of them! 

Summary and Conclusions: 

1. Smart-meters are radio-transmitters and outside (ultra vires) of the regulatory jurisdiction of the 

Province of British Columbia, it‘s agents (BCUC) and crown corporations (BCHPA). 

2. Even if it were within the jurisdiction of the province, the mass addition of a million-plus new radio -

transmitters and associated background radiation in the province is manifestly reckless and 

irresponsible.  

3. The opt-out fee provision, founded in negative-option-billing is mala in se or evil /wrongful of itself. 

Negative option billing is (falsely) premised on the ratepayer having a pre-existing legal-obligation to 

opt-in and illegal according to existing provincial law.   

4. The amount of the said fee is scandalous on the face of it and prima facie evidence of its punitive 

substance and  bad faith on the part of BCHPA. At $35 per month, a 200-home daily meter-reading 

route would generate gross revenue of $7,000 per day or $210,000 per month. A 200-home daily 

newspaper route generates about $50 a day (25 cents per paper delivered) or $1,500 per month.  

 

5.  In my view, the proponents of this smart-meter/smart grid program ( government of BC and BCHPA) 

as articulated in this document are following an agenda foreign to the best interests of the people and 

electricity rate-payers of British Columbia. As such, I urge the BCUC to vacate these proceedings-NOW, 

on the grounds that the entire BCHPA smart-meter/smart-grid program is ultra vires of their lawful 
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authority and mandate to hear this BCHPA Application. 

 

                    For what it’s worth,  

Charles Michael Jefferson, authorization representative.    

 




