
From: notsofast7 [notsofast7@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2013 9:30 AM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: BC Hydro Smart Meter Opt-Out Program

 

To the members of the BC Utilities Commission: 

 

I wish to register as an interested party with a letter of concern about the opt out fees that BC Hydro wants to 
impose on every client who wishes to keep their old analog meter. 

I am 63 years old, born and raised on Vancouver Island, and I never dreamt the day would come when we 
would be forced by a corporation like BC Hydro to accept something that was not in everyone's best interest.   
Currently I am suffering from a idiopathic neurological problem and I was forced to retire from my job 4 years 
earlier than I had planned with a reduced pension.   To add to that our youngest son of 27 who lives with us, has 
a serious lifelong genetic disorder with neurological complications.   We built a suite for him in our home so 
that we could provide for him as long as we are alive and physically able to.  It so happens outside of the wall 
of his bedroom, is an analog meter which BC Hydro now wants to exchange for a smart meter.   Maybe it 
doesn't seem like a big thing to BC Hydro or the BCUC, but to anyone who has a child who has suffers from 
major health problems, you will do everything in your power to assist and alleviate any potential  health risks 
and problems.  We already have serious health issues to deal with and we  purposely made our home a Wi-Fi 
free zone primarily for that reason.  Why can't BC Hydro accept that fact, instead of trying to ramrod a 
eradiating device down everyone's throats whether they want one or not?  How can a $35 per month charge be 
justified when we are on a monthly budget plan already and we don't see a meter reader every month?  I would 
be more than happy to take a photo of our meter and send it in to be read every month.   This simply smells of 
an extortion plot by the only power supply company in town.  We all know that things we be much different if 
as consumers we had a choice.   Why can other power companies around the world give opt out options with no 
fees to those who request it? 

In conclusion,  I feel sick to my stomach that a basic democratic right to have a choice is being forced out of the 
hands, of the least capable, the elderly, disabled and weak of our so called fair province.  Please consider long 
and hard if you and your loved ones were in a similar situation.  We look to and expect the BCUC to look out 
for the best interests of all British Columbians, not just those who have power, money and influence.  As an 
aside, I used to work for ICBC and I remember it being explained to us during a meeting that any rate increase 
that ICBC wanted to implement had to go through the BCUC to make sure it was in the best interest of all of 
the citizens of BC.  It was in the spirit of almost a complaint against the BCUC, but with that understanding , I 
thought it was a fair and equitable safeguard for everyone since ICBC has a monopoly on basic car insurance.  
Please use that same fair consideration for those who are at the mercy of BC Hydro's heavy handed tactics. 
  Thank you. 

 

Sincerely, 

 Leonard  Platt 

D-114

cnsmith
BCH Meter Choice




