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Letter of comment by email to:
commission.secretary@bcuc.com
 
 
 
To the members of the BC Utilities Commission:
 
I am one of the thousands of BC residents who object to having wireless transmitters 
attached to their homes and who have refused BC Hydro's attempts to override our 
legitimate concerns.  Now it seems that the Province of British Columbia has instructed 
you to approve substantial monthly fees for the privilege of not having a smart meter.
 
As I'm sure you understand, there are several holes in the arguments offered by BC 
Hydro to ensure they get my compliance, or at least a good chunk of my pension.  The 
utility company expects us to believe, without substantiation, that:
 
- the "smart" grid will not function unless every single home in BC is connected to it;
- they will require $35 per month to cover the cost of manually reading non-smart 
meters;
- house fires at the smart meter site have nothing to do with the new meters;
- electromagnetic radiation emitted by the new meters is perfectly safe for all people;
- smart meters are a type of green energy rather than a source of dirty electricity; and
- they have no plans to institute time-of-use billing.
 
 
In addition, BC Hydro has not mentioned that smart meters have a life span of only 10-
15 years, after which they must be replaced at huge cost to consumers.  They have 
not acknowledged that other jurisdictions, notably California, have been removing 
smart meters because of customer complaints over health issues and inflated costs.
 
They have not said a word about the potential effects of a smart grid on other animals 
who share the environment, especially bees (already in decline), bats and birds whose 
directional faculties may be affected by electromagnetic fields.  Nothing has been said 
about research that condemns the wireless grid as a large scale hazard to plant, animal 
and human health.
 
My wife has required cardioversion at the hospital emergency room twice in the past 
six years to correct a heart arrhythmia.  We removed our cordless phone, have no 
other wireless devices, and neither of us carries a cell phone.  If we also had a choice 
about our electricity provider, we would not deal with BC Hydro.
 
We are pensioners with a combined annual income of less than $27,000.  It would be a 
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financial hardship to hand over more than $400 a year to keep our present meter, and 
morally offensive to pay to keep a device that we consider harmful from being 
attached to our house.  The term for that is extortion, and it's particularly odious when 
BC Hydro management is so generously compensated and hydro rates are about to 
rise.
 
I am willing to continue reporting my meter readings to BC Hydro every month, even 
without charging the $35 they say this would cost if they had to do it themselves, 
which they don't.  Instead of using the meter readings we report, they are 
undercharging us based on estimates and will no doubt be looking for payment of 
"arrears" at a higher rate in the near future.
 
BC Hydro has threatened to cut off our electricity if I don't pay the monthly fee, even 
though I'm 74 years old and scheduled for a hip replacement in December, just after 
the proposed fee comes into effect.  I do not need additional worries on top of my 
surgery, and neither does my wife, who will be looking after me and everything else 
during my recovery.
 
Throughout the year, we have been harassed by BC Hydro to accept a smart meter we 
don't want.  As time goes on and our understanding of the technology increases, we 
want it even less but still have to withstand the bullying every time the pressure and 
threats are intensified.  It has been stressful to guard our old meter and always be 
ready to defend it against a smart meter installer.
 
There has been no public consultation, no documentation of the costs associated with 
smart meters, and no reasonable accommodation for those who wish to opt out.  The 
entire plan should have been examined by the BC Utilities Commission before it was 
ever rolled out.  The fact that it was exempted from your scrutiny in the first place 
suggests the government knew it wouldn't stand up to an objective assessment.
 
Please listen to the concerns of people who have no alternative to BC Hydro for their 
electricity.  Many have heavier burdens and fewer resources than we do.  It's clear that 
the tactic for enforcing compliance is to make the refusal of a smart meter more 
painful than its acceptance.  We sincerely hope the Commission will prevent this from 
happening to people for whom a smart meter is really out of the question, and offer 
instead a fair and reasonable compromise that protects our democratic right to privacy, 
security and freedom of choice.
 
Thank you for considering this letter of comment as you make your deliberations.
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