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From: Lynn Askey 
Sent: Sunday, November 10, 2013 9:07 AM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: Smart Meter Opt Out Fee

Dear Sir or Madam, 

  

I strongly urge you to reject the application of BC Hydro for the outrageous fee of $35 per month 
for me to keep my analogue electric meter. These proposed charges are unjustified.  I am on an 
equal payment plan with Hydro. My meter is read every two months and could, conceivably be read 
only once or twice a year. Charging me a monthly fee would be extortion or, at the very least, nasty, 
unfair pressure tactics.  BC Hydro also wants to charge a “failed installation” fee. What happened to 
our having a choice? These charges are unacceptable, manipulative and threatening. 

  

I would love to know what the actual cost of the smart meters and their installation has been in our 
province. The wireless meters last only a few years. The analog meter lasts a very long time.  What 
will be the ongoing costs of upgrades and the day to day maintenance of these smart meters? Will 
we all be expected to pay for this in elevated hydro bills? If so then it is even more ridiculous that 
those of us who wish to keep our analog meters are having a monthly fee imposed upon them.  By 
keeping the analog meter, we are saving BC Hydro money.  The cost to maintain an analog meter is 
very small compared to the cost for purchasing, installing and maintaining a smart meter. 

  

The cost of $35 every month adds up to an additional $420 a year.  I am a pensioner who is unable 
to live comfortably on my existing income. However, I am not going to jeopardize my health by 
allowing this smart meter to be installed on my property. So far I live in a semi-rural setting where 
wireless technology is not completely invasive.  I would like to keep it that way.  

  

How can BC Hydro put these prices into effect when they haven’t even been passed by the BCUC?  
It seems that we no longer live in a democracy. Some areas allow choice and impose no fees to keep 
the analog meter.  We should be able to have the same option here in B.C. 

  

This constant pressure on the people of B.C. who have concerns about the health risk of the smart 
meter should be stopped dead in it's tracks until such time as the BCUC does everything it can to 
determine whether or not this penalty is justifiable.  Due to the fact that the government of British 
Columbia obviously has its fingers (maybe the whole hand) in this fiasco, it would be my wish that 
someone with the power to do so and not connected with big business take the time to look at the 
results of the independent studies of the effects of wireless technology. 
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Please consider my comments and concerns.  I have been resisting the imposition of a smart meter 
since July of 2011.  I have good reasons for doing so. 
 
Lynn Askey 

 




