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From: Blue Harvest Farm [info@blueharvestfarm.com]
Sent: Friday, November 15, 2013 2:42 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: Request the BC Hydro's Proposed Smart Meter Opt-Out fees be delayed

Importance: High

15 Nobember 2013 
Ms. Erica Hamilton 
Commission Secretary 
BCUC 
  
Re: BC Hydro's Application for Approval of Charges Related to Meter Choices Program 
  
  
Time is of the Essence 
  
  
Dear Ms. Hamilton: 
  
I am registered as an intervenor with respect to this application 
  
Fortunately I am able to, at least temporarily, pay the $35/mo proposed fee to retain each of my two legacy meters, 
beginning December 2nd. 
  
However, many people with legacy meters lack the money to pay this fee when it is presently scheduled to 
commence.  As a result, as December 2nd nears, they are succumbing to what I believe the evidence shows to be 
BC Hydro's strongarm tactic to force them to permit their existing legacy meters to be removed prior to that date.  Just 
yesterday at a smart meter meeting in Ladysmith I was told of a local potter with 3 legacy meters who will probably 
have to give up his fight to keep his legacy meters because he feels he cannot afford the penalty fees presently set to 
commence December 2nd.  I am writing to you with this fellow, and thousands of other BC Hydro customers - many of 
whom are seniors on fixed incomes - in mind. 
  
The fact that BC Hydro a) has been permitted to charge their fees, even on an interim basis, before the BCUC will be 
able to judge the merits of BC Hydro's application necessarily works in Hydro's favour be lessening the number of 
people able to afford continued resistance to meters they do not want on their homes.  The fact that BC Hydro is are 
now requesting that your date of decision be further delayed serves to compound this problem. 
  
I implore you to consider the impact of the December 2nd fee commencement date upon these BC Hydro customers 
and their ability to maintain their present meter status, at least until your commission has processed the BCh Hydro 
application. 
  
Please delay the imposition of BC Hydro's proposed fees by at least two months from 2 December, 2013. 
  
Time truly is of this essence. 
  
Respectfully, 
  
Jim Stachow 
Intervenor 
Ladysmith 
250-245-8959 
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