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From: Peter Bottomley 
Sent: Sunday, October 20, 2013 2:21 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Cc: Minister, MEM MEM:EX
Subject: Hydro fees

BCUC Commission Complaints  Dept. 
 

   I wish to register my strong opposition to the recently announced 
"fees" that BC Hydro plans to levy on those of us who desire to retain 
our Analogue meters. I indicated this. opposition to Hydro many 
months ago. I am still as adamant as ever that I and my family do not 
want this device. 
   It is my opinion that Hydro jumped into this debacle with its eyes 
clouded and launched this very costly so-called smart meter program 
with little regard for many of its customers or its costs. And it's far from 
over. 
   I concur with the overwhelming majority of complaints you are 
receiving (the ones I have read to date),. Just as one example, according 
to published reports, all one has to do is compare the cost of an "old" 
meter to one of the "new" ones to realize why Hydro is financially 
strapped. We the poor captive customers are having to pick up the tab. 
This is grossly undemocratic and  dictatorial. If we desire to purchase 
an item, we always have the right to decide otherwise. We have no 
choice if we need to rely on BC Hydro.  
   My analogue system has been functioning without any problem ever 

since we moved into this home in 1975. I have kept my Hydro 
account up to date since I became a customer in 
1969.  

   Since Hydro stopped manually reading my meter 
some months ago, I have taken digitals photo of my 
meter on the 16th or 17th of every second month 
(when the meter reader used to visit) and email the 
photo--properly identified-- immediately to Hydro's 
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customer service. To date there have been no 
apparent problems--I receive my latest bill several 
days later with a brief message thanking me doing 
so.  

   I appreciate and concur with opponents to the S/M 
program who point to possible problems with 
radiation, security and exhorbitant costs. My wife and 
I have no cellphones, WI-fi or other devices touted as 
been "radiating." We are trying to do what we can to 
slash. our demand on the power grid, including 
eliminating many electrical appliances. 

  I am now 76 years old and my wife is 71. We fall under the so-called 
poverty level so far as income is concerned. Both of us are on 
supplemented OAP. Having to "shell out" a $35 monthly levy so we can 
possibly keep our Analogue meter is, in my view, simply extortion, or 
at best, punishment for bucking Hydro.  I enlisted in the RCMP 58 
years ago in the belief that Canadian values and sense of fair play were 
worth protecting. The same held true in my second career as a journalist 

on a daily BC newspaper. I have always tried to defend the "little 
guy. NOW I AM THE LITTLE GUY trying to do 
what I believe is fair and honest. 

  I am more than willing to continue reading my old 
meter and keep Hydro up to date, or go on the equal 
payment plan. 

  The commission is our ray of hope for reason in this 
dispute with the dictates of the government and 
Hydro. 
 

Thanks for your consideration, I remain, 
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Peter and Keiko Bottomley 

 

Can you please acknowledge receipt of this. Thanks. 
 
 
 

  




