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Dear Sirs: I am one of a very few B.C. Hydro customers who have 
refused to accept a Smart Meter from B.C. Hydro.  In my opinion these 
Smart Meters are dangerous to our health, as well as the first step in 
the hidden agenda of B.C. Hydro to institute it plans to increase power 
rates for daytime use significantly.  This is what has been done by 
Ontario Hydro in Ontario.   Since I have a regular meter, I have been 
informed that I will be charge a monthly fee of $35.00 because my 
meter will have to be read manually.  In this regard, since B.C. Hydro 
only reads the meters every two months, the fee is actually $70.00, a 
ridiculous amount.  I am sure, B.C. Hydro could have contracted this 
requirement to the same company that reads the gas meters for Fortis 
B.C. I am sure in my own mind, that this fact probably never entered 
the minds of the B.C. Utilities Commission.  Also, I believe that when I 
accept the monthly charge, B.C. Hydro will soon inform me that my 
standard meter has run out of its useful life and that they no longer 
have any standard meters available, so I will have to convert to a 
Smart Meter.  As for the comment I have read that the majority of B.C. 
Hydro customers accepted the Smart Meters, I will comment that in my 
area  the Smart Meter installers appeared during 
weekdays and installed the meters without any consultation with the 
residents. They went up to the houses and took out the old meters and 
installed the Smart Meters with no advice to the homeowners.  I wasn't 
until the homeowners returned home that they noticed they had a new 
Smart Meter.  I considered this to be unconscionable and would have 
happened  to me except I am retired and I stopped the installers on my 
driveway.  I am sorry that in my opinion, that the B.C. Utilities 
Commission works for the Liberal Government and B.C. Hydro and 
could care less about the people of B.C.  Too bad that democracy is 
deteriorating in B.C.
Larry Weisgarber, 
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