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To BCUC Secretary:
 
Our contact information is as follows: 
David & Inge Clapperton

We are advocating for a NO-FEE Smart Meter program OPT-OUT, despite our 
initial thoughts that an opt-out program would be acceptable if the fee was 
minimal.
 
We will not accept a smart meter installation, nor has one been installed, so we 
have been given some choices by BC Hydro which we find unacceptable.
 
Our position is primarily for the following reasons:
Health concerns from microwave radiation
Privacy and security
Cost
 
We are senior citizens (over 65).  We are concerned about our health at this 
age and harmful effects of microwave radiation.  The safety of this technology 
has not been proven.  We should not be forced to pay large monthly fees in 
order to feel safe.  Smart Meters are an invasion of our privacy as they gather 
detailed information from our appliances.  
 
Although BC Hydro says we have "choices", there is really no acceptable 
choice for us.  Either we accept a smart meter or we pay large monthly fees. 
 The tone of the letters we have received has been dictatorial in nature.   This 
approach appears to be a bullying tactic to force people to accept the meter 
though they may be fearful of doing so.  We know a number of people who did 
not want a smart meter, but accepted one because they felt they had no choice. 
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 The proposed $35 per month is exorbitant.  Our last Hydro bill, dated Sept. 13, 
was $67.01 for two months.  This is less than the $35 per month in proposed 
fees.  The meter is only read every two months, so why a monthly cost of a 
meter reader?  We would happily take a reading ourselves and send it to BC 
Hydro every two months.  We believe that BC Hydro can provide the service 
they have always done without using smart meters and at no further cost than 
we are paying now.  If everyone else gets a free smart meter and no added 
costs for a program that is costing over a billion dollars, we should be able to 
keep on paying for our hydro power the same way we always have.  We have 
not added any new service.
 
Please consider totally abolishing ALL charges by BC Hydro for opting out.  We 
do not believe that even smart meter OFF is a guarantee there will be no 
activity.
 
Thank you for accepting our comments.
 
Yours truly,
 
David & Inge Clapperton
 




