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Subject: Smart meter opt out fees
 
Dear Commission Secretary
 
I am writing this letter of concern, because your 
Commission is in a position to influence the opt out fees 
proposed by BC Hydro and thereby possibly affect the 
implementation of a very unwise policy of our Provincial 
Government in the provision of a basic human service 
through BC Hydro.   As the Minister in charge of BC Hydro 
has instructed you not to consider the merits of  the Smart 
Meter program itself, I will not spend your time or my time 
arguing the very strong case to be made about the Health 
and Safety concerns, privacy issues and the economic 
considerations of the meters themselves.  These arguments 
have been made and ignored.
 
Power and water provided by public corporations are basic 
human needs, and unfettered and fair access to these 
services is a basic human right.  The Province as mandated 
by the Canadian Constitution and Bill of Rights is charged 
with the task of ensuring these rights for our people.  
 Crown corporations such as BC Hydro are in the position 
to ensure or deny these rights.  I realize that the 
Commission is a creature of the Province of BC, and that 
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the government has recently passed legislation limiting the 
power of the body it created for the purpose of ensuring 
the proper provision of public utilities; however, I urge all 
members to think carefully about the decision they will be 
making about Smart Meter Opt Out fees.  The decisions of 
BC Hydro and the Provincial Government of British 
Columbia in the development and implementation of the 
Smart Meter program run counter to our basic human 
rights.
 
As you are aware, BC Hydro has given those of us who 
have objected to this rather poorly informed policy and its 
implementation until Dec. 1st of this year to inform them of 
our ‘choice’.  I submit that the ‘choices offered are a form 
of coercion and have no place in a democratic society 
which is founded upon basic human rights.  There are 
alternatives which I know have been addressed by many 
others with similar concerns.
 
Please consider my concerns when you are making 
decisions which affect the provision of Public Utilities in the 
Province of British Columbia.
 
Thank you
 
Don Cornish
 
 




