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My position on the application is that the amount of the extra charges 
requested by B.C. Hydro was way too high. 
  
My husband has a medical device and we have asked that we not have the 
smart meter installed.   
  
If B.C. Hydro reads the meter every two or three or six months instead of 
monthly, will the user still be charged the $35 a month?  Also if B.C. Hydro 
estimates your usage and doesn't read the meter, will the user still be 
charged $35 a month? Why are the users with the old meters starting to 
pay in December 2013, while users with smart meter with trans turned off, 
start paying in April 2014? 
  
Please consider rolling back the charges to a more reasonable amount. 
  
Respectfully    Lilian Dalzell 
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To  B.C. Utilities Commission 

 

 

 

Re: B.C. Hydro extra charges for opting out of Smart Meters 

 

 

 

 

Previously in the newspaper, B.C. Hydro stated that if you kept your old meter, the 

monthly charge would be about an additional $20.  We received a letter from B.C. Hydro 

stating: 

- if old meter kept, charge is an additional $35 a month 

- smart meter installed with trans turned off, then it is an additional $20 a month 

plus $100 to install 

 

My understanding was that the costs are suppose to cover having the meter read.  Weird, 

one additional charge is $35 monthly while the other is $20 monthly.  There are other 

ways of determining usage without monthly reading.  Estimating monthly usage based on 

previous usage and reading either every six months or when the user moves. The user is 

billed for any unpaid usage.  The time period between readings could be every two or 

three months if six months is too long.  This would help reduce costs for B.C.Hydro.   

 

According to another newspaper article, B.C. Hydro is saying that there is an additional 

cost to the smart meter grid for installing portable “check meter” to gauge electricity 

theft.  This sounds like B.C. Hydro required this to monitor all users of their grid, then 

the cost should not be attributed to the individuals who do not want a smart meter.  There is 

also the cost to alter the computer software, which I assume is, to allow inputting of the old 

style meter’s readings but that software modification should be a one-time event. 

 

Someone needs to look at all the money B.C. Hydro will take in from the extra charges.  

Initially the newspaper indicated 60,000 have refused smart meters.  Say only 20,000 

individuals keep their old meter, then that would give B.C. Hydro $700,000 a month 

(20,000 X 35) and $8,400,000 yearly. 

 

Someone needs to do a detailed analysis of B.C. Hydro costs to allow individuals to keep 

their old meters.  Also a detailed analysis of B.C. Hydro operating costs so those users  

paying extra charges are not being used as a source of funding for modifications to the 

smart meter grid that will be used for any user, not just individuals that refuse the smart 

meter, or additional B.C. Hydro improvements, or help pay B.C. Hydro legal bills or 

judgments, agreements to avoid a law suit, etc.  

 

  

 

 

 




