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October 21, 2013
 
Complaints BCUC complaints@bcuc.com
 

ATTENTION:  Commission Secretary 
commission.secretary@bcus.com
 
Please consider this my Letter of Comment concerning BC Hydro’s Smart 
Meter program and the imposed costs for opting out, for not being 
allowed to keep the analog permanently and for “failed installation” 
charges.  Regarding “failed installation charges” what a gangster-style 
racket!  BC Hydro a.k.a. the BC government hire hit men then expect 
those not “hit” to pay the bill?  Difficult to follow the warped reasoning 
required extorting money out of citizens other than for the need to punish.
 
I understand there will be a $35.00 per month charge for keeping the 
analogue meter on my house and out-building, plus other unspecified 
charges will be likewise imposed.
 
BC Hydro, unilaterally and without consultation, thrust Smart Meters onto 
the populace and minus any due diligence failed to take into consideration 
that people would not submit to having this intrusive and unhealthy device 
slapped onto their homes and would opt out of the program, so are now 
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bullying and penalizing those who refuse the Smart Meter.
 
People have every right under law to protect themselves from what they 
believe to be harmful plus an invasion of their privacy and should not have 
to pay financially to have that right recognized.  What happened to Oh 
Canada?
 
As a widow and pensioner surviving on a fixed and limited income, I have 
done due diligence.  In order to keep hydro costs down I do not own an 
electric hot water tank, but have a propane on-demand instantaneous hot 
water heater, propane kitchen stove and heat my home with a wood-
burning stove.  Like a good citizen I have fallen in lock step and conserved 
electricity.  Now I am being commanded to pay up to keep what little 
electricity I use.  The plain truth is I cannot afford to be gouged, $70.00 
per month (I have two analog meters) or $840.00 per year, because the 
government chooses to punish me into submission.  
 
Unless these extortionate and unnecessary fees (people can read their 
own analog meters and send in the readings) are reversed, they will 
impose severe hardship, as I and thousands upon thousands of others in 
this beleaguered province, have no way of increasing current income to 
cover such unwarranted costs.  
 
Candlelight was once romantic.  Thanks to Smart Meters candlelight has 
become a necessity...minus romance.
 
Rita Dawson
 
 

 

 




