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Dear Sir or Madam: 
 
My family and I request to be granted an opt out from a wireless meter 
without a fee.  We have been very responsible in limiting our use of 
electricity and our resources are invested in achieving such.  It is not 
fair that an additional financial burden be placed upon us. 
 
We are in the process of installing further infrastructure to save 
electricity.  The result will be that the proposed opt out fee would be 
significantly in excess of the cost of the electricity we will be using. 
 
In consideration of our limited energy resource I believe it is you 
obligation to encourage conservation, refraining from penalizing 
progressive innovation and initiatives. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
Norbert Dureichen 

E-111

mailto:/O=BCGOVT/OU=Victoria1/cn=BC Utilities Commission/cn=CommSec
cames
BC HYDRO SMART METER CHOICES PROGRAM



Attention Greg Reimer 

Executive Vice President, 

Transmission & Distribution 

P.O. Box 9530, Stn Terminal,  

Vancouver, B.C. V6B 4G8 

                                                                                    September 23, 2013 

To BC Hydro: 

 Re: BC Hydro Smart Meter Opt-out Proposals 

Please be advised that my family and I cannot accept a wireless meter on our home 
due to past manifestations in our family of serious health effects from wireless 
devices.  We thank you for proposing an option to retain analog meters; however, we 
do not understand the rational for your request to be remunerated for granting this opt-

out. 

For many years now BC Hydro has encouraged its customers to conserve electricity 
with a series of “Power Smart” programs and proposals.  My family and I have taken 
this seriously and have significantly reduced our electricity use.  We are planning 
further electricity saving infrastructure and will likely soon be reducing our electrical 
bill to significantly less than the BC Hydro proposed cost of an opt-out from the 
wireless meter.  This makes it difficult to justify the expense of the opt-out. 

In other countries meter readings are provided over telephone lines, hydro lines (PLC 
Technology), or they are simply read by the customer and sent to the electricity 
provider.  Even the cost of meter reading is far below the BC Hydro proposed cost.  

I am interested in progressive technological advancement and I scrutinize innovations 

and assess their viability insofar as I am able.  I have not been provided with a 
credibly explanation of the role that a smart meter could play to improve electrical 
service and conserve the resource.  Anything that I have heard and read appears trite 
compared to the simple innovations in my own home that achieve this end. 

I do not want to appear unsympathetic toward the attempts of a corporation such as 
BC Hydro to improve its service, but I believe human health and simple solutions 



should take precedence to this high-tech wireless craze in which we appear to be 
caught up. 

To extract an opt out fee from myself and my family who have been reliable BC 
Hydro customers and who have made commendable strides in conserving this vital 
resource seems and ill considered on the part of BC Hydro.   

Please revisit this issue of your smart meters and work on more equitable solutions. 

Yours Truly, 

 

 

Norbert Duereichen  Julia Greenlaw 

 

 

 

  

CC: 

Bill Bennett, mem.minister@gov.bc.ca  

John Horgan, john.horgan.mla@leg.bc.ca 

BCUC, Commission.secretary@BCUC.com 

Leonard Krog leonard.krog.mla@leg.bc.ca 

Katrine Conroy,  katrine.conroy.mla@leg.bc.ca 
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