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To Whom It May Concern
 
 
I need begin by saying – for the record - most of the smart 
meters installed throughout our 63 Townhome Strata were 
installed when no one was home and without owners’ 
permission.  I still cannot understand how BC Hydro is/was 
allowed to get away with this high-handed tactic.

I own an “end unit” in my Strata and the meters for my particular 
row of townhomes are located in a utility shed on the end of my 
unit.  Unfortunately I share a common wall with the utility shed 
and I now have five of these meters located less than two feet 
from my kitchen stove.  I was fortunate enough to be home 
otherwise there would be six.

Again – for the record - I do not trust the information provided 
by BC Hydro advising me these meters do not pose a health 
hazard.  Nor do I believe there are significantly higher costs 
associated with analog meters vs the smart meter.  In my 
opinion these costs are simply the costs of doing business and 
these costs should be "built in" to current rates.   Furthermore, 
regardless of health or operating costs - I believe most 
consumers are well aware of the overall need to be “power 
smart”.  And finally, I do not believe that average consumers 
have requested nor is it particularly important to anyone other 
than perhaps BC Hydro to have access to daily electricity 
consumption data that may or may not be available from a smart 
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meter.    

The point of my letter - I have recently received notice that BC 
Hydro has applied for permission to charge me $35 per month 
unless I allow a transmitting smart meter to be installed for my 
unit.  As I read the notice I could only think of one word - 
extortion.

If this were any other service provider who wanted to increase 
my monthly bill by approximately 30% I would most likely inform 
the provider where to install the smart meter and then change 
providers.  Unfortunately BC Hydro is the only provider of this 
essential service but it seems BC Hydro has a license to print 
money – which is exactly what this proposed fee represents.  

In my opinion, the proposed fee should not be approved.  
Indeed, existing consumers should be given a choice of an analog 
or digital meter at no additional cost.  

Thank you

 

John Ethier




