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From: Paula Foot 
Sent: Thursday, October 17, 2013 6:29 PM
To: Commission Secretary BCUC:EX
Subject: BC Hydro smart meter fees

Dear Members of BCUC, 
I understand that our government has instructed you to approve fee charges for people who want to keep 
their analogue electric meters, and that your mandate cannot include any of the scientific evidence from 
around the world that points to their financial, health and security problems. 
The punitive monthly fee of $35 is beyond my ability to pay, and for the past 25 years I have been paying 
electricity rates that covered the costs of analogue  meter reading. I am also able and willing to read the 
meter myself and send it in.  Am I to be cut off power because I cannot pay this fee, although I have never 
missed a bill payment? Are those with smart meters, many installed against their wishes, to be credited 
because of the meter reading fees they will "save?" 
I am also fearful that Hydro will come to my house to try change my protected meter for any reason they 
care to state, and I will be charged a $65 "failed installation fee".  As a 70 year old with government 
cheques that total less than $1000 a month, I am already sitting without heat and using one light bulb and 
blankets to keep warm in the evening. 
I understand that Hydro is mandated to pay annual dividends to the Provincial government which will be in 
excess of $500 million this year. 
The cost of the smart meter program and the intimidation tactics of those trying to implement it is beyond 
credibility in our democratic Canada.  If you still have to approve a fee for this boondoggle of an 
experiment on the health of those with cancer, children, pacemakers, electric sensitivities, as well as bees 
and animals, at least tie it to our ability to pay - a sliding scale based on income -  and protect us from any 
sundry fees for installation, inspection, replacement, costs which are causing so much stress to those of us 
on meagre incomes, with no pension plans despite a lifetime of work.  My analogue meter is still made and 
costs $50 as opposed to some $500 for a limited life smart meter. 
I am so worried about this, and hope you have the scope to provide some sanity in your findings and the 
ability to look at the many US states and other countries who are providing better options for their citizens. 
Thank you, 
Sincerely 
Mrs. Paula Foot 
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